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Brothers Jeremy and Mark Rouw took over 
their parents’ 30-cow tiestall operation in 
2015, with ambitious plans to modernize/
automate, expand and increase production. 
But it started much earlier with dreams, 
plans and determination.

Jeremy’s vision for a progressive dairy future 
was shaped by Lakeland College, where he 
joined like-minded farm youth in the Dairy 
Club. Touring impressive, varied dairy farms 
in the Fraser Valley, Saskatchewan, and 
Manitoba, helped give him a picture of what 
a future in dairying might look like.

After college, Jeremy expanded his hands-
on experience with three months in New 
Zealand’s grazing-intense dairy world, before 
returning to the Bulkley Valley to spend a 
year working for neighbour Janik Heer with 
his 100-cow herd. A final stretch of seven 
months with a 400-cow dairy near Red Deer 
gave him the large-herd experience before 
setting the plans in motion with Mark to buy 
out the home farm operation.

Experience, knowledge, and ambition are all 
well and good. But you need resources to 
get started and ongoing cash flow to ensure 
viability. Mark, a heavy-duty mechanic at the 
Mt. Milligan Mine, supports the farm with his 
career (working a one week on/off rotation) 
and with his equipment repair on farm.

While herd size is growing slowly, the 
brothers’ plan includes developing the land 
base for self-sufficiency. “The river washes 
away a couple acres a year,” explains 
Jeremy. Of the 500 acres total at home, 100 
are in cereal silage, 100 in grass, 40 (newly 
cleared acres) in barley and a further 30 
acres are waiting to be cleared of stumps! 
Seeing the future advantage, they also 
bought a parcel of forested land in Houston, 
knowing the financial outlay will benefit them 
in time.

He also explains that buying feed in 
recent years due to the dry summers was 
not sustainable. They have since added 
an irrigation reel to ensure good forage 
production, taking control of one more 
variable in the production equation.

Though still milking in the tiestall barn, they 
have increased to 40 cows with substantially 
higher production, thanks in part to 
commodities and a quality TMR balanced by 
an independent feed advisor. They switched 
the herd to a TMR when they took over, 
initially seeing the cows respond to the 
addition of water, resulting in increased DMI 
and production. The adoption of bagged 

silage has continued to benefit their results. 
Production has steadily increased, ranging 
between 30 and 35kg with 4 – 4.2% BF. They 
roll barley on the farm and add canola, soy, 
corn distillers and minerals to round it out. 
The forage is a combination of grass and 
cereal silages, with a little hay ‘if it makes 
sense.’

The herd, with its base of red and polled 
genetics, has not been registered or on milk 
recording thus far. They hope to build on 
the herd’s genetics using AI.

Everyone knows that there are more 
projects than funding when you are in 
the early years of farming. Mark and 
Jeremy have had to be very enterprising 
to manage the multitude of farm 
enhancements they have undertaken 
– from irrigation, to bagged-silage 
TMR, cropping equipment, on-farm 
commodity processing and land 
expansion. But one of their most 
satisfying additions is a beautiful pole-
barn for the heifers and dry cows. Tall, with 
open sides, sheltered by a stand of trees, it 
offers protected, natural ventilation and an 
inside drive-through feed alley for efficiency.

While farmers may not be typically 
recognized for their romantic traits, the story 
of how Jeremy and Hanna started their 
farming journey will make farm folks smile. 
They had been dating a while when Hanna 
began to take on milking shifts – that was 
the deal-clincher for Jeremy! He concocted 

a farmer-scheme to propose. 
It was New Year’s Eve 2018 and they were 
dressed in nice clothes to attend a friend’s 
party. Jeremy insisted they had to stop at 
the barn to ‘check on a cow,’ and convinced 
Hanna that he needed her urgent help in the 
barn. (She was dressed for a party!) He led 
her to the whitest cow in the tiestall barn, 
where she saw the marriage proposal in pink 

marker painted clearly over #105’s right side. 
It made for a pretty special New Year’s Eve 
celebration! After a small family wedding at 
the historic Quick Church, with just parents, 
grandparents, and siblings, they flew off for 
a warm Mexican honeymoon! They held a 
150-person summer wedding in July 2019 – 
converting the spotless new heifer barn into 
a temporary dancehall!

The brothers have made significant progress 
on their Telkwa farm in just five years. But 
they have many more plans to achieve their 
goals! They want to continue increasing their 
home-grown feeds, as they bring more acres 

into cultivation. Modernizing the tiestall 
barn and milking system has long been on 
their minds and they hope to have their barn 
renovation/addition, incorporating a new Lely 
robot, operational before the year is over. 
Ultimately, they know they want to grow the 
enterprise sufficiently so it can support both 
brothers and families full-time.        
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What a great story to share in years to come.

Jeremy and Hanna on their wedding day, flanked 
by Jeremy and Mark’s parents (Ria and Lies) with 
Mark, his wife Sam, and daughter Juniper.

The impressive new heifer/dry cow barn 
served double-duty as a party hall for 
Jeremy and Hanna’s summer wedding.

Converting to a silage-based TMR has 
resulted in major production gains.
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