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By Amanda Poelman

It has been 20 years since Hammingview 
Farms was awarded its first Master Breeder 
shield. Years which saw some incredibly 
difficult moments and many changes, but 
years that also saw unparalleled resilience 
and joy. For Yvonne Murdoch, who has 
known the herd was back in the Top 10 
for the past two years, being awarded the 
shield again brings a flood of memories 
along with a humble sense of pride over 
what has been accomplished in the face 
of adversity. “The first shield was for dad,” 
she says, “This one is for me.”

Early Days at Hammingview
After dairying in the Pitt Polder since the 
1950’s with his father and brothers, Cor 
Hamming set up Hammingview Farms 
in its current location in 1980. There he 
and wife Mickey would raise their three 
children, Yvonne, Debbie, and Peter. 
Following a year in Australia after high 
school, Yvonne returned to the farm to 
work full time alongside her dad.

The family’s world was turned upside 
down in 1993 when Cor became sick with 
bone marrow cancer at the age of 45. 
The farming responsibilities fell squarely 
on the shoulders of Yvonne and Peter, 
and what was supposed to be six months 
of running the farm while Cor was laid 
up, turned into some of the toughest 
years they could have imagined. Due to 
a weakened immune system, Cor was 
directed to stay away from the barn, but 
he still managed to do what he could when 
he was able. His sister Grace was a huge 
help during those years, handling a lot of 
the milking.

Receiving the first Master Breeder shield 
in 2000 was a welcome highlight after 
those difficult years and the family was 
thrilled that Cor was able to see the fruits 
of his labour culminate in dairy’s most 
prestigious accomplishment.

The next four years were busy as Yvonne 
and John’s daughter Alison was born, John 
came home to the farm full-time and the 
pair started the process of transitioning 
the farm from Cor and Mickey. 2004 proved 
to be another emotional roller coaster as 
Cor lost his battle with cancer in February 
and Yvonne and John’s son Danny was 
born in the summer. However, no one 
could have predicted the sudden and 
tragic loss of Mickey in December, after 
a stroke during a routine surgery. Yvonne 
and John pressed onwards, surrounded 

by the support of a strong family who 
stepped in to help whenever they could.

Building a Herd
Without a doubt, the most prolific cow 
family at Hammingview is the “M” family, 
which originated with HAMMINGVIEW C 
C MARCY EX-3E 3*, one of the first cows 
to carry their prefix. Her granddaughter 
HAMMINGVIEW CHARLES MINUET 
VG-89 14* was right at the cut-off of 
the first shield and was just getting 
on a flush program at the time. Now 
there are 385 Minuet descendants and 
each generation averages 85 points. 
Minuet’s most prominent daughter was 
HAMMINGVIEW ALLEN MARTINE EX-93-
3E 20* who was also a large contributor 
to the points for the first shield. However, 
her progeny is responsible for the second 
shield, including current herd favourite 
HAMMINGVIEW SID MARVEL EX-92 4E. 
“We’ve used so many different sires on 
this family,” says Yvonne, “They breed so 
consistently, and they are tough enough 
to last!” Longevity is evident in the herd 
as over 55% of the cows are in their third 
lactation or higher currently!

Marvel’s maternal sister, HAMMINGVIEW 
LOU MARA VG-88 9*, is also proving her 
breeding prowess as she already has six EX 
and 11 VG daughters by 10 different sires to 
her credit. HAMMINGVIEW FEVER MONTIE 
VG-88 4* already has one EX, six VG and 
four GP daughters, but has a lot of exciting 
daughters coming up to calving, including 
five daughters by Comingo. Comingo 
(Numero Uno x Snowman) was not super 
well-known when Charlie Thomson arrived 
at Hammingview. “We were getting ready 
to flush Montie when Charlie showed up 
talking about a new bull,” says Yvonne, 
“Sadly Charlie had passed away when the 
Comingo calves were all born so we named 
the first one after him.” Consequently, 
COMINGO CHARLIE is the only one of the 
“M” family who doesn’t have an “M” name!

Yvonne’s other current herd favourites 
include progeny from HAMMINGVIEW 
CARISMA ANNIE EX-92 4E, who 
contributed 10 points to this shield. “The 
Annies are good,” she says, “There just 
isn’t as many of them!” HAMMINGVIEW 
LAVANGUARD WALDO EX-90 3E, who 
traces back to HAMMING D C WINNIE 
VG-85 1*, another contributor to the first 
shield, completes another prominent 
line at the farm. Waldo has earned one 

Superior Lactation and has produced 
almost 80,000kgs so far.

“I’m not flushing cows nearly as much as 
I used to,” says Yvonne, “They are all fun 
to breed now.” She also doesn’t buy a lot 
of outside genetics. “We have a good 
base here so if I’m going to buy one it has 
to be from a really deep-pedigreed cow 
family that I like.” Her purchases from the 
Sunny Vale and Alpina dispersal sales are 
working out well. POELMAN GOLDWYN 
VELVET EX-90-2E has had two very 
successful flushes, produced 60,000kgs 
lifetime and is recently fresh again. Two 
daughters that Yvonne is pretty excited 
about are sired by Cross and will be used 
as 4-H calves this year.

A Barn Full of ‘M’emories
Although he wasn’t able to come out to the 
barn nearly as often as he would have liked, 
Cor was an incredible mentor for Yvonne. 
“I could always go to him for advice, but 
he’d also let me figure things out on my 
own as well,” says Yvonne. Discussing 
new bulls and potential matings was 
something they enjoyed, but when it 
came time to breed one of his favourite 
cows, HAMMINGVIEW LOCUST MISTY VG-
88 1*, the pair couldn’t seem to agree. “My 
dad really wanted to use Inquirer who was 
already an older bull at the time, and I told 
him we should use some newer genetics. 
I lost that battle,” laughs Yvonne, “Twice 
actually, since Misty didn’t catch to her 
first service and had to be re-bred.” 

Exactly 10 months to the day after Cor 
passed away, HAMMINGVIEW INQUIRER 
MEMORY was born. Scored VG-85 herself, 
Memory has produced one EX and two 
VG daughters and Yvonne says, “Now I 
have Memories all over the barn!” A true 
statement in more ways than one.

Maintaining the Status Quo
Through the years the breeding 
philosophy at Hammingview hasn’t 
changed much. “We want to breed cows 
that are fun to milk,” says Yvonne who is in 
the parlour most often. “I like milking so if 
the cows don’t kick me, they can stay.” The 
family has been milking the herd 3X for the 
past three years. “The cows do way better 
health-wise and we have been able to milk 
around the kids’ schedules which is nice; 
between cows and kids it’s just what you 
do,” says Yvonne. John and Yvonne, along 
with Alison (18) and Danny (16) handle the 
bulk of the work on the farm. They have a 
milker for the night shift four days a week 
and Yvonne’s cousin, Carl Barclay, comes 
every other weekend to milk as well.

Yvonne is quick to recognize the 
tremendous support they’ve had from 
their extended family, not just when 
Cor and Mickey passed away, but also 
when John was crushed by a 1000lb hay 
bale in 2013. “The most important thing 
through the hard years was keeping the 
family together,” she says, “Family farms 
break up due to fights and so many other 
silly things. Succession planning is so 

(L-R) Danny, Yvonne, John, and Alison. A Master Breeder award is 
deeply satisfying after travelling a bumpy road to reach it.

Perseverance and a Barn Full of ‘M’emories!

HAMMINGVIEW 
SID MARVEL  
EX-92 4E  
– a current 
herd favourite 
carrying on 
the consistent 
breeding 
patterns of the 
“M” family.

HAMMINGVIEW 
GOLDWYN 
MEMORY  
EX-90 2* - 
daughter of 
INQUIRER 
MEMORY VG-85 
who was the 
result of Cor’s 
last mating 
decision. What a 
Memory!

HAMMINGVIEW 
ALLEN MARTINE 
EX-93-3E 20*. 
With two EX and 
15 VG daughters, 
she has built the 
Hammingview 
herd of today, 
while also being 
the great grand 
daughter of the 
herd matriarch 
Marcy.
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Bedding Sand Solutionsimportant, and everyone has to be open 
to talk. We were lucky to have had this and 
maintained our close bond as the farm 
transitioned to John and I.”

Future Plans
What happens now that a second Master 
Breeder shield has been earned? “Stay 
home and pay down the debt,” laughs 
Yvonne. “We hope to stay farming in Pitt 
Meadows as long as possible, which can 
be challenging due to the price of land, 
but farming alongside family especially 
now that the kids are more involved, is 
rewarding.” Danny, when not playing a 
plethora of sports, helps with the calf 
feeding, can mix feed and is not afraid to 
get on the tractor to handle any field work.

Alison, just like her mom, loves all things to 
do with the cows. She can milk on her own 
and is eager to take the AI course. She also 
loves showing and has been an active 4-H 
and WCC member for several years. 
Alison purchased her first heifer 
at the Sale of Stars in Toronto 
last fall, a Red & White 
September calf she hoped 
to show in 4-H this year. 
Keen on a good pedigree, 
GARAY UNSTOPABULL ARIA 
is great granddaughter of 
the incomparable KHW 
REGIMENT APPLE-
RED EX-96 4E 29*. 
“Alison will share the 

Hammingview prefix, but the calf will be 
in her name,” says Yvonne, “It’s pretty neat 
what Holstein Canada is doing for Junior 
members who want to share the family 
prefix instead of starting their own.”

Unfortunately, there wasn’t a big 
celebration in Saskatchewan like the 
family had hoped due to the evolving 
COVID-19 pandemic. “I was devastated 
when the Convention was cancelled,” says 
Yvonne. “It’s hard to line up help for a week 
when you milk 3X a day, but we had all of 
that organized and over 20 people were 
coming with us for the party!”

It has been 20 years since Hammingview 
received its first Master Breeder shield, 
but the family behind the prefix serves as 
a great reminder that hard work, sticking 
together and perseverance through life’s 
painful hardships, pays off in the end.   

Alison’s first 
acquisition – An 
Unstoppabull 
granddaughter 
of Apple.


