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VISION. COURAGE. PIONEERS. AS RELEVANT NOW AS EVER!

In 1879, a sternwheeler slowly steamed upriver from 
New Westminster to Port Hammond. Among the 
passengers aboard were John Laity and William 
Hampton, two young gold miners who had come to 
look at land. At one dollar per acre, Laity purchased 
120 acres from John Hammond, and Hampton took 
the land beside.

Over 140 years later, these two neighbouring families 
are still farming these homesteads in the community 
now called Maple Ridge, making them two of the oldest 
continuously operating dairy farms in BC. The Laity 
family traces back to the UK, with John Laity coming 
to Colorado in 1873 where he met William Hampton. A 
few years later both men decided to leave the danger 
of the mines and purchase farmland.

Their search led them to the wilderness of British 
Columbia, which had become a province only six 
years earlier, and it would be another six years 
before the “last spike” completed the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad in 1885, effectually uniting Canada. 
At first, the newly acquired uncleared land could only 
be accessed by a trail to the Fraser River; this later 
became Laity Street.

Later that same year, John’s wife Mary Jane and 
John’s parents, Thomas and Honor also arrived in 
Maple Ridge. Eight children were born to John and 
Mary Jane, three dying in infancy, a daughter at age 
20 and a son in France in 1917 during WW1. (These 
were the harsh realities of a century ago.)

Civic-minded John Laity served as Reeve (Mayor) 
of Maple Ridge from 1892-1893 and again in 1908-
1909. He was also VP of the local Farmers Institute 
formed to encourage progressive farming. John’s 
son Algernon built the old barn in 1912 which still 
stands on the Laity farm today. This tall structure 
with its rough hewn timbers once stored mounds 
of loose hay and housed a small herd of cattle 
along with a team of work horses.

Today, Paul, Matthew and Jeremy Laity 
represent the fifth, sixth and seventh 
generations at ‘Brookfield Farm,’ where Paul 
and Helen and Matt and Deanna currently 
share the ownership of the farm with Jeremy 
recently joining the operation.

Matt relates that they are one of the few farms 
that ever opted into the ALR, this decision 
prompted by development pressure on 
property taxes. The farm is now 110 acres as 
some parcels were divided out earlier (a distant cousin 
operates the popular Laity Pumpkin Patch next door). 
In 2009, a portion was yielded to the Golden Ears Way 
project, leaving some of the Laity fields on the other 
side of the new road.

Brookfield Farm has been officially certified to 
produce organic milk for three years now. 

Obtaining this status took over five 
years and was quite a learning 

curve. Matt suggests had 
he known the amount 

of paperwork involved, he might 
have changed his mind at the outset. 
However, the Laitys enjoy seeing their 
cows grazing in the fields again and so 
do their neighbours.

Signatures were collected from 
the 31 homeowners that border 
their property, all pledging to take 
greater precaution when using 
lawn and garden herbicides to avoid 
contaminating the adjacent pastures.  
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Passion at Brookfield
SEVEN GENERATIONS

John Henry Laity founded the 
Laity farm in 1879. Picture 
taken much later.

Loading loose hay into the barn that was built 
in 1912, picture from 1931.

Algernon, milk pail in hand, and his 
wife Jessie Laity. Algernon was the 
son of John Henry Laity and built the 
old 1912 barn that still stands today.

Making hay, 
around 1950, 
with real 
horsepower!

Young Paul Laity with calf, late 1940’s.

Richard Bosma
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Matt states that this turned out to be a very positive 
experience as they received overwhelming support 
from their neighbourhood.

Overall, Matt and Jeremy are glad to have made 
the change-over to organic production as he feels 
this has made them better farmers. Since the use 
of antibiotics is restricted, they must work harder 
at prevention; this includes following a careful 
vaccination schedule. Dry cow treatment has become 
selective, reducing costs. On the other hand, limited 
availability of top quality organic grain and alfalfa hay 
has added to costs.

Brookfield Farm has also started to breed cattle for 
greater disease resistance by using “Immunity Plus” 
sires. At the same time, they are hoping to create 
greater value for their milk by selecting for the A2 
gene. With a grin, Matt acknowledges that this has 
simplified breeding decisions as it leaves very few 
sires to choose from.

The Laitys currently have Holstein, Jersey and Brown 
Swiss cattle at the farm and are pleased to be able 
to use the Brookfield prefix to register all three of 
these breeds. Matt reveals that despite having these 
distinct breeds, overall, the same genetic traits will 
continue to be sought after; these being production, 
low maintenance and superior grazing ability.

Currently 80 cows are being milked in the Brookfield 
flat barn in two shifts of 40, using automatic takeoffs. 
Options of building a new barn and converting to 
robotic milking are currently being explored.

Paul, in his late 70’s, still helps with numerous chores 
and especially enjoys making round bales and small 
bales. The three generations of the Laity family 
take pleasure in working together and thrive on the 
satisfaction of completing projects and finishing 
crops. With the farm having grown in cow numbers, 
Jeremy’s assistance means better teamwork in busy 
times followed by the opportunity to spell each other 
off for well-earned breaks.

Jeremy, who married Aimee in 2019 and graduated 
from UBC with a Music Degree majoring in Piano in 
2020, is still teaching a number of piano students 
online. Aimee works for the BC Dairy Association as 
their Mobile Dairy Classroom program coordinator. 
As well, they have recently obtained permits to begin 
on repairs and renovations on the older vacant house 
situated on the farm.

The Laitys appreciate the variety that can be found 
within a workday on the farm. Matt likes to say, 
“Farming can be a combination of mind-numbing 
routine and mind-boggling circumstances which arise 
and need to be solved.”

Matt’s own interests are wide-ranging as he readily 
tackles mechanical and electronic problems with 
success. He holds a commercial pilot’s license and is 
a certified flight instructor. Motorcycle and horseback 
riding are a few more of his hobbies, as well, he plays 
piano and regularly uses this talent to assist his local 
church in worship.

Matt regularly posts the activities at Brookfield Farm 
to his personal Facebook page. Here, friends and 
neighbours enjoy glimpses of newly born calves, 
baby chicks, making hay and farm repair jobs. This 
page is also used to notify spring gardeners that 
Brookfield Farms once again has sacks of composted 
manure available for sale. The compost sales venture 
is really just another way of keeping the neighbours 
connected to the farm.

For a period of 14 years, Matt and Deanna served as 
leaders of the Golden Ears 4-H Club. As novices to the 
program, they wisely brought in experts to help out at 
the beginning. As the club consisted primarily of non-
farm kids, the Laity family was happy to introduce 
these families to agriculture. Over the years, through 
hard work and practice, Jeremy, Aimee and Nadine 
all earned showmanship titles at the PNE and other 
shows. Matt admits that a bit of dust got into his eye 
at the 2018 Maple Ridge Fair (BC’s largest 4-H show), 
when Nadine was selected for Grand Showmanship 
honours. Chosen as the BC Holstein Princess for 
2020, with the cancellation of dairy events, Nadine’s 
term was extended into 2021.

Succession plans are also being contemplated at 
Brookfield Farms to enable a gradual rollover of 
shares from grandfather to grandson. Even though 
land and quota values have escalated making such 
a transition more challenging, Matt says each 
generation has found a way to pass the farm on. 
Meanwhile, the Laity family will keep rolling up their 
sleeves every day, ready to make it all happen. They 
have held their ground for nearly a century and a half 
and they are not done yet.

1.800.563.5603
www.westgen.com

Four generations of Laitys: Matt, baby 
Jeremy, Paul, and James.

James Laity (Algernon’s son) with manure 
spreader in front of the then-new barn that 
the family still milks in today (circa 1960).

Aimee and Matt Laity present to a group in 
Armstrong as part of BC Dairy’s Mobile Dairy 
Classroom.

Nadine Laity 
winning Grand 
Champion Showman 
at Maple Ridge 
Country Fest in 2018.

Matt, Jeremy, and 
Paul Laity, 2021. 
The fifth, sixth and 
seventh generations 
on Brookfield Farm.


