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When you grow up dairy farming, it 
becomes part of you. So it is with Jill 
Hamming, that her dairy roots have 
shaped her strong sense of community.

She grew up meeting and interacting with 
community members through 4-H and 
continues to give back through volunteer 
roles. In fact, her early involvement in 4-H 
and dairying led Jill to her future career 
endeavours and to her husband, Brian.

“My dad and grandfather came from 
Holland and started dairy farming in the 
Fraser Valley,” Jill begins. She helped with 
chores in the Abbotsford-based Van Biert 
dairy farm but, “I wasn’t in the Holstein 4-H 
club. I did the horse club,” she smiles with 
no apology.

Since she and her five younger siblings 
all participated in local 4-H clubs, it is 
perhaps no surprise that this is where 
she would meet her eventual life partner. 
“Brian’s sister was my friend; she was in 
the horse club with me, and my brothers 
were in the dairy club with Brian,” she says. 
“When we were in 4-H (as teenagers), we 
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did activities outside of fairs. We got to 
know each other through basketball game 
nights and other events.”

Like Jill’s lineage, Brian’s grandfather also 
moved to BC from Holland and started 
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farming in the Fraser Valley - the humble 
beginnings of Hamming Holsteins.

New Beginnings
The couple was married in 1998 and the 
entire family committed to move the 

“Jill has been so 
important to our 
family and the 
farm. She handled 
all the hockey, 
football, helped 
with 4-H and 
the Branch and 
continues with 
halter breaking, 
clipping, milking 
and books. No way 
we could afford 
to replace her!!” 
(Husband) Brian 
Hamming  
(with a chuckle)
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Family. The central 
element of the Hamming 
Family Farm. Then cows, 

hockey, horses…

  Lower Right photo:

The spectacular Hamming 
Holsteins farm setting, 
just outside of Vernon.
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When it comes 
to agriculture, 
we get it.

In addition, Jill was instrumental in 
developing a youth program at the North 
Okanagan Spring Show. “Our kids were 
always busy at the shows hanging around 
the parents, so I thought it would be fun to 
do activities and introduce them to other 
kids. It’s something my mom did with the 
horse club when we were little,” Jill recalls. 
“It started with getting the kids together 
for some games and silly challenges. 
Then, as the years progressed, we made 
it into more of a learning opportunity.” 
Indeed, the program was initially an 
afternoon of activities and later grew into 
a two-day event supported by WestGen 
(Endowment Fund). At its peak, about 100 
kids participated in the program.

“We wanted to broaden the dairy exposure 
for all kids – beyond the kids that came from 
farms.” In between games and activities, 
kids joined a Senior, Intermediate or Junior 
team depending on their ages, and they 
learned about cattle judging, washing, 
grooming and fitting. Unfortunately, the 
program fizzled out after 2016 when there 
was no one new willing to take it over and 
the event became too much for just Jill to 
organize. “We need to help kids become and 
stay interested in all aspects of dairying. 
Kids don’t just do 4-H anymore – there are 
so many other competing interests.”

To further promote the dairy industry on 
the home front, Jill and Brian also recently 
hosted a big dairy community ‘open barn’ 
event, in conjunction with their online 
auction of breeder calibre genetics. Many 
dairy industry stakeholders attended and 
enjoyed the couple’s generous hospitality, 
especially following a long period with no 
gatherings.

DNA Driven!
While Jill has been immersed in the dairy 
industry all her life, it wasn’t until after 
she met Brian that her interest piqued in 
cattle genetics. “Brian’s family has always 
been involved in (genetics). I didn’t know 
too much until we got married. But now 
we are both super interested in genetics, 
mostly in high type-number show cattle. 
We always breed for type first and then look 
at the rest of the components after that.”

You never forget your first animal. Shortly 
after getting married, Jill and Brian bought 
their first deep-pedigreed purebred - 
STANHOPE BELLE RUDOLPH, a daughter 
of BRONDELL VIC BAILEY, from the 
Stanhope Wedgwood Sale in November 
1998. Jill was three months pregnant at the 
time. Belle’s Kite daughter was flushed to 
Damion, resulting in two EX sisters. One of 
them produced their last 94-point cow by 
Goldwyn. The entire family was elated to 
have received the Master Breeder shield in 
2018 after many years of breeding efforts 
and attention to detail.

The couple has also recently started to 
grow their red and white herd and pursue 
those genetic lines. “That is really exciting!” 
Jill exclaims.

Jill, Brian and the boys really enjoy showing 
cattle – it’s competitive, social and adds fun 
beyond the hard work of farming. “We would 

like to show more but haven’t been able 
to get out to many events with everything 
getting cancelled,” she says. “We have a 
couple partnership animals in Ontario and 
Alberta that are getting shown though. The 
excitement in show cattle has dwindled 
a bit so we are really trying to keep that 
interest going.”

Dairying now takes up a considerable 
amount of Jill’s time, but she still enjoys 
close ties to her equine roots. She used 
to show reining horses competitively in BC 
and Alberta. She now has two mares and 
a foal on the farm and rides whenever she 
can. Following two years of unexpected 
accidents, “the horses have taken a back 
seat, but that’s okay. Each chapter in life is 
different,” she accepts. She shattered her 
finger one year and the next, took a bad fall, 
seriously injuring her shoulder. She was 
forced to take time off to recover but has 
come back in full force to work on the farm.

More recently, Jill, her family and the 
cows dealt with the terrifying reality of 

raging wildfires which plagued much of 
BC’s interior this summer. They were put 
on evacuation order with ash falling from 
the sky. They put irrigation pumps around 
the barns and took turns watching for 
spot fires. At around midnight on August 
16, a search and rescue team arrived at 
the farm urging the family to evacuate. 
But the Hammings stayed at the farm to 
ensure their livestock were fed and milked. 
Fortunately, their area received some rain 
a couple days later which reduced the fire 
risk.

Throughout all the stress, Jill remained 
positive and optimistic, a testament to 
her resilience, commitment and desire 
to engage in life, not shrink back from 
setbacks.

Regardless of her time commitments 
– milking, volunteering, chauffeuring 
or showing, Jill always promotes dairy 
wherever she is, and her efforts have not 
gone unnoticed.

The entire family enjoys showing cattle 
competitively, as seen with their grand winnings 
at the 2019 IPE.

The cattle love the dry interior climate 
especially on comfortable days.

It took a continuous team effort to keep a careful 
vigil on the wildfire situation this summer which came 
uncomfortably close to the farm.

farming operation from the Fraser Valley to 
Vernon in 2003. The high price of land and 
growing population in the lower mainland 
were the main motivators of the move 
north. 

“When we got married, I wasn’t as involved 
in our operation, but I started being more 
involved when we moved to the Okanagan.”

For many years, dairy farming was a family 
affair for the Hammings. Brian’s parents 
Wally and Peggy and his brother Dave and 
sister-in-law Skye were all partners in the 
farm. Last year, Dave and Skye moved 
to Falkland to establish their own dairy 
operation, Tazo Farms. And now, Wally and 
Peggy are semi-retired, enjoying winters in 
Arizona, when able. “Irrigation is dad’s thing 
around here and he likes to fix things,” Jill 
appreciates.

So, Jill and Brian have taken the halter at 
Hamming Holsteins. All three of their sons 
loved showing dairy as youth and continue 
to be involved in the breeding aspects at 
home. Clayton, 21, manages another 55-
cow dairy close by to the home farm. He is 
married and has twins. Carson, 19, has been 
living and working in Saskatchewan for two 
years. He milks a 75-cow herd with Mariah 
Mitchell. He purchased an Elmbridge cow 
years ago, giving him his start into red 
genetics. Their youngest son Cayden, 18, 
enjoys farming as much as being a Junior A 
goalie for the BCHL Smoke Eaters in Trail. 
On the cattle front, he has won at WCC and 
other showmanship awards.

All the boys have cows in the herd and have 
a keen interest in breeding and developing 
good cows, to Jill and Brian’s great delight! 
Clayton and Cayden are active in the home 
farm when not parenting, working or 
skating.

Despite having helping hands on the 
farm from time to time, Jill still enjoys 
completing 90 per cent of the milking, 
looking after the calves and bookkeeping. 
In addition to “all the cleaning and whatever 
else needs to be done,” she laughs.

The family milks 140 cows twice a day in a 
double-10 herringbone parlour. They also 
grow most of the cattle’s feed on the 400-
acre home farm and 60 acres of rented 
land.

Mentoring the Next 
Generation
Not only have Jill and Brian succeeded in 
keeping their sons interested and involved 
in the dairy industry, but they continue to 
support and encourage future generations 
of dairy farmers through leadership and 
volunteer roles. Indeed, the couple have 
been 4-H leaders for over a decade. “Brian 
is leader of the Shuswap 4-H Dairy Club, 
and I am the right-hand woman. I don’t have 
an official title but help him with everything 
he needs to do,” she chuckles, knowing 
many farm wives have shouldered these 
responsibilities unofficially. Over the last 
year and a half, “we haven’t been able to do 
as much, but Brian did take the kids to the 
Maple Ridge Fair this summer,” she adds.


