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Matt and Vanessa 
M c Q u i l l i n  a r e 
excited to announce 
the safe arrival of 
their son, Korbin 
Samuel. He was 
born February 28, 
2021, weighing 8lbs 
3oz. Very proud 
grandparents are 
Carey and Joan 
Prinse (Pr incar 
H o l s t e i n s )  o f 
Chi l l iwack ,  and 
Dave and Denise 
M c Q u i l l i n  o f 
A b b o t s f o r d . 
Delighted great 
grandma is Nellie 
Prinse,  also of 
Chilliwack.

N i c o l e  J u d g e 
Whiting and Jeffrey 
Whiting are happy 
to announce the 
safe arrival of their 
second son, Liam 
K e v i n  W h i t i n g . 
Liam arrived on 
July 25, 2021 at 1:43 
PM, weighing 8lbs 
4oz. Big brother is 
James Whiting and 
grandparents are 
Debra and Darryl 
Judge of Jager Farm 
Holsteins in Duncan.

Another little helper on the farm! Frieda Dream Kielstra was born August 
23, 2021. A fourth child for Kevin and Megan Kielstra, the ninth grand baby 
for Larry and Punk Kielstra (Vyefield Farms) and 24th grandchild for Tony 
Driessen (Driessen Dairy), all of Abbotsford. Frieda is loved by her older 
siblings Dominic, Addison and Walker.

Heston Dennis Anderson was born August 26th, 2021 at 5:12 in the morning, 
weighing 7lbs 4oz and 19.69 inches long. Everyone is happy and healthy! 
Proud parents are Gabriel and Brooke Anderson, new grandparents are 
Brian and Erin Anderson, owners of Eagle Acres Dairy, and Dennis and 
Elana Wharry of Langley.

On October 7th we were so excited to welcome our newest little boy, Elijah 
James Hessels into the world! We chose his middle name in hopes that 
the love and passion for farming passes to him from his Opa Jim Hessels 
of Hesdon Holsteins in Delta.
We brought him home on thanksgiving weekend and he was immediately 
smothered by his four sisters! This little man is loved beyond all measure 
already! We thank God and his big brother in heaven Nathan for helping 
him arrive safely.
Thank-you friends and family, for your continued prayer for our family, it 
means more than you know.
Greg and Coral Hessels - Hesgen Holsteins
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Gerrit Vaandrager was born on September 
18, 1939 to Daniel and Gertrude Vaandrager 
in Barendrecht, the Netherlands. Gerrit 
was the oldest child, with one sister and 
three brothers.
In 1950, the family immigrated to Canada, 
spending five years in Hatzic Prairie working 
on the Dale farm. In 1955, the Vaandragers 
moved to the farm on McKenzie Road. They 

had very little and worked hard to improve things.
After graduating from Abby Senior, Gerrit got a job working for the provincial 
department of agriculture, blood testing poultry. He also kept busy helping 
his dad build up the farm. During that time, he started registering a few cows 
under the Lavender Farms prefix.
Gerrit wed Jan Segaar on April 2, 1964 in Manhattan, Montana. They were 
blessed with four children: Calvin, Mark, D.R. and Carol. They started to farm 
on their own on a rented farm on Harris Road in Matsqui in 1966. In April of 
1969, the family moved to McKenzie Road where D.R. and Angela and family 
live today.
In 1989, Gerrit helped Mark start a new business, Vaandrager Nurseries. Then 
15 years later, another dairy farm was purchased in Saskatchewan for Calvin 
and Diane.
Gerrit was a founding member of Living Hope CRC where he served many terms 
as an elder. He served his community on the boards of Community Services, 
Agrifair, Abbotsford Christian School, as well as volunteering at ARH.
Though Gerrit and Jan moved off the farm in November 1999, Gerrit remaining 
involved and never wanted to miss Classification days. He was very excited 
to see Lavender Farms win a Master Breeder Shield this spring, and we are 
thankful that he was part of that evening.
Gerrit was a faithful and kind loving husband, father, and grandpa. He is 
survived by his wife Jan of 57 years, children Calvin and Diane (Craila Dairy, 
Saskatchewan), Mark and Susan (Vaandrager Nurseries, Abbotsford), D.R. 
and Angela (Lavender Farms, Abbotsford), and Carol and Keith Christians 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan). He was blessed with 16 grandchildren and 11 great 
grandchildren.

Dayna Stoker, daughter of Theo 
and Brenda Stoker of Melinke 
Farms in Deroche, and Rudy 
Vandenberg, son of Warren and 
Jenny Vandenberg of Vandenberg 
Dairy in Telkwa, were married on 
September 10, 2021 at Immanuel 
Covenant Reformed Church, 
Abbotsford and the reception was 
held at Stepping Stones in Deroche. 
Following their honeymoon in 
Whistler and Tofino, the couple 
now live in Telkwa on the farm.

Paul and Helen Laity celebrated 50 years of marriage 
on September 11, 2021. Paul has spent his life dairying at 
Brookfield Farm like the four generations of Laity men 
before him. The couple raised two children on the farm 
and are now grandparents to four. Their family is grateful 
for all of the contributions they’ve made over the years 
and wish them a very happy anniversary!

Gerrit 
Vaandrager

September 18, 1939 – 
September 2, 2021

Maria 
Magdalena 

Roemer 
February 17, 1930 - 

October 29,2021

Edwin and Kari Crandlemire 
(Wally Ann Holsteins Ltd.), 
Grindrod, and Anthony and Liza 
Lawson of Salmon Arm are thrilled 
to announce that their children, 
Jordan Crandlemire and Chanelle 
Lawson are engaged! Wedding will 
take place on September 3, 2022 
in Mara, BC.
Congratulations!

Maria was born in Neustadt, Germany. 
She met Erich while working on an estate 
farm close to Celle, Germany. Erich looked 
after the cows while Maria worked in the 
fields. They were married August 4, 1951. 
She came by ship to Canada in 1954 with 
her infant son Heinz to meet up with Erich 
who had come to Canada a few months 
earlier to work on a dairy farm. Speaking 
no English on arrival, Maria soon taught herself! They settled in Picture Butte, 
Alberta. Erich later worked in a lime plant in Coleman. Dagmar was born two 
years later. After several years in Alberta, they moved to the Cowichan Valley, 
their forever home.
Erich and Maria had over 100 pigs prior to dairy farming full time. They started 
with a few cows and in 1967 purchased the Jersey herd from Matt Moir. They 
developed a highly regarded Jersey herd which they sold to Johnsons in Alberta, 
allowing them to continue developing their high-end Roemers Holsteins herd, 
which won numerous production awards over the years.
Maria was a strong and courageous woman who loved her family with all her 
heart. She enjoyed visits with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren and 
watching the family farm flourish. Maria loved to bake. She created from scratch 
and used the intuition of a true master to develop the perfect flavors. She loved 
to watch the joy on her family’s faces as they’d bite into her delectable creations. 
Maria loved to knit and sew. She knitted for all her children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Those sweaters and blankets will be treasured by all.
She lived at home on the farm until just recently. The family feels blessed to 
have had her in their lives for so long.
Maria is survived by her son, Heinz (Yvonne), her daughter Dagmar (Gerry 
Pattison), her five grandchildren: Tia (Tim), Karl (Stephanie), Diana (Josh), 
Christopher (Emily), Nicole (Jeff) and her 10 great grandchildren, as well as 
her brother-in-law Franz (Helga) and sister-in-law Gisella and many nieces 
and nephews in Germany. She was predeceased by her husband Erich in 2010.
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