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Lately I have been reflecting on the past 
four and a half months. It has been that long 
since we heard the words “Atmospheric 
River,” that would change our lives in 
Sumas Prairie with fear, chaos, sadness 
and thoughts of “What do we do now?!”

Upon returning to my farm after evacuation, 
and realizing we were so much better off 
than so many others, I recruited another 
farmwife and friend, Hallie Jacobs. We 
decided we needed to help our families, 
friends and neighbours – not knowing if it 
would catch on, but we wanted to try.

We set up our Facebook page, “Helping 
Sumas Prairie Farmers” and a fundraiser 
several days after the flood. We were 
quickly encouraged by the support and 
the donations that started coming in. So 
many businesses jumped on board to help 
us, when all we had to give them was our 
word. We were not a registered charity.

We had no idea the response we would get, 
nor the stories we would hear, the tears that 
would come and the friendships we would 
make. After all, we are just two farmwives!

So many of you have made an impact on us. 
You were open and honest, you let us walk 
into your homes; we laughed some, we cried 
some, and we thank you for allowing us to 
share in your experience. Our only hope was 
to bring you some cheer.

We have said over and over, whether your 
flood experience was big or small, they 
were all equally important, because how 
you felt in that situation was your very own 
emotional experience - none justified more 
than the other.

Donations: So many gave big, and some 
gave small, but all was gifted with the same 

intent – to help those in Sumas Prairie who 
really needed our help.

We are thrilled to report that after four and 
a half months, we collected and handed 
out door to door, over $87,000 in cash and 
gift cards, plus over $55,000 in items such 
as boots, rain gear, flannel jackets, socks, 
gloves, etc. All because people trusted 
our word and wanted to give to those who 
needed help.

As time went on, we saw the need for field 
cleanup. We organized an “Adopt A Farmers 
Field Day.” We connected with those that 
needed help and put out the call for help 
on our Facebook page.

March 12 was amazing! We had 30 properties 
in need of help and over 250 volunteers 
showed up at our shop to get their 
assignments! Cars were parked on the side 
of the road as far as the eye could see. The 
City of Abbotsford supplied garbage bags, 
gloves, sticks and vests and arranged for 
GFL Environmental to collect all the debris 
the day after!

So many helped with logistics – from AgSafe 
to RBC suppyling coffee and muffins and 
Arnold Church and the United Way bringing 
lunch for everyone!

When groups would finish one field, they 
would return and ask for another. People 
were having fun - laughing, visiting, and just 
enjoying each other. We had individuals and 
groups as big as 30 – all wanting to help!

The farmers and those with fields were so 
grateful to those who came. They felt such 
a burden lifted with their fields cleaned and 
organized, all because strangers came to 
help.

The next day, there was a concert/telethon 
called “Hell or High Water,” raising funds 
for those in BC affected by fire and flood in 
2021. We were working a bit with this group, 
as we became one of their main contacts in 
Sumas Prairie. People could donate to their 
community of choice – Lytton, Princeton, 
Merritt or Abbotsford. The 12-hour telethon 
was followed by an awesome live concert 
in the evening with talented artists George 
Canyon, Aaron Pritchett, Karen Lee Batten 
and many more. The combined concert and 
telethon had raised $1.4M by the end of the 
night!

All because of the kindness of those who 
wanted to help, and those willing to give. 
What a gift!

Hallie and I were not the only group working 
in Sumas Prairie. Fellow farmwife, Alison 
Arends was busy from day one at Crossroads 
Dairy taking in donations and serving lunch 
every day to those who needed a warm meal 
or even just the comfort of other people. 
Arnold Church was ‘all hands on deck’ from 
day one as well as Gateway Church.

So many, although affected themselves by 
flood, were helping unconditionally.

After these events I am reminded that 
people are good! They want to help, they 

want to give, and sometimes just don’t know 
how or what to do. But when everyone works 
together, so much can be accomplished. 
Hallie and I often hear, “Thank you so much 
for all you are doing,” but honestly, we are 
just part of the equation. We came up with 
the plan, but everyone…together…answered 
the call for help.

So much has gone on in the last couple of 
years, we lost sight of the good in people. 
But in these recent months, we have been 
reminded that we are all one, and we need 
to take care of each other. Be the good…

Please keep helping if you can. This whole 
ordeal is far from over. Spread the word. 
There are still people who cannot return 
home. Still people struggling to find a way to 
pay for their repairs. So many are struggling, 
and if we can help, let’s do. You can reach 
out to us on our Facebook page, “Helping 
Sumas Prairie Farmers.” You can also go to 
www.hellorhighwater.ca as the fundraiser 
will remain active for a while.

All of the things I mentioned above are not 
for recognition or a pat on the back. I tell 
these stories because if this is what two 
farmwives can do…imagine what can be 
done if we all come together as one! The 
options are endless!

The Power of Just Two Farmwives
Jimi Meier – Helping Sumas Prairie Farmers – Flood Support

Emily Kerr from 
AgSafe provided 
logistical 
support as 
more than 250 
community 
volunteers 
came out to 
help farmers 
across Sumas 
Prairie with field 
clean-up.

No one complained that parking was tight as 250 volunteers showed 
up to clean the fields across Sumas Prairie on March 12.

The clean-up crew from GFL Environmental were courteous and so 
helpful as they did the final collection of a dizzying range of field debris!
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