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Deciding on selling your land is the first step 
for most farmers down an untraveled road.  At 
CLHbid.com, we know every soft shoulder, 
washboard, pothole and radar trap on that road.  
We are different – we are not realtors or auctioneers.  
Call us today if you are thinking of selling at any time 
in the future…we love to talk farmland. 

Selling Farm Land, It’s All We Do

In her role, Christine needs to constantly 
be aware of industry challenges. Most 
recently, climate change issues are top 
of mind. “Due to recent events, we 
must consider how to prepare, protect 
and help farms adapt to the impacts 
of climate change – everything from 
natural disasters such as floods and 
wildfires, to increasing feed costs and 
feed shortages due to drought. We’ve 
got areas of Vancouver Island that lose 
access to their irrigation water during 
the summer because of low stream 
flows, which activate Fish Protection 
Orders. I see how much stress this 
adds to producers’ lives, when farming 
is tough enough without climate 
pressures.”
“I respect how resilient farmers are 
in the face of adversity, but it’s also 
clear that policy and infrastructure 
solutions need to be developed that 
help farmers with climate impacts to 
their businesses,” she says. “There 
is an opportunity to provide input 
to government policy to make sure 
that funding, technology and tools 
are available to help the agriculture 
community – and in particular, dairy – 
adapt in the face of climate change. 
That is part of our team’s work. It’s a 
big task, but a necessary one.”
In terms of opportunities, Christine 
sees a bright future for the industry. 
“We often hear about the changing 
marketplace and shifting consumer 
preferences,” she remarks. “While 
this can seem like a hill to climb, I also 
see opportunities for innovation in 
dairy processing and how our industry 
can leverage the production of local 
milk and dairy products.” Christine 
remains optimistic about dairy’s place 
within the diets of British Columbians. 
“There is no question that a lot of 

growth is taking place in the dairy 
alternative space, whether it be plant-
based or lab-based beverages,” she 
acknowledges. “Yet, I’m of the mind 
that at the end of the day, people 
still want to know where their food 
comes from – and the values and 
stories of the farming families behind 
the product. I don’t think that will 
change. In fact, I think it will become 
more critical in the future and can be 
used to producers’ advantage. Dairy 
farmers have such a great story to 
tell – they are an integral part of the 
fabric of communities throughout the 
province.”
We offer our best wishes to Christine 
and husband James as they are 
set to welcome their first baby this 
Spring. “I may be out of the office 
for a year, but I’ll still be keeping a 
pulse on the industry through the BC 
Holstein News,” says Christine with 
a laugh. “I’ll see you in 2023!” BC’s 
dairy industry is fortunate to have 
the dedication and skills of this dairy-
raised leader.

Christine and 
Jack Bates 
(Tecarte Farms) 
inject some 
fun at BCAC’s 
Ag Days in 
Victoria.

Deep Dairy Dedication

Christine’s parents, David and 
Colleen took over the dairy from 
David’s parents, Ernest and Grayce, 
who started the farm in 1964. 
Christine and her brother David (Jr.) 
grew up active in dairy - milking 
cows and taking part in 4-H. The 
family has since transitioned out 
of dairying but remains involved 
in their local farming community. 
Christine worked on her family 

farm throughout university, often 
doing barn chores in the morning 
before commuting to Vancouver 
for her UBC classes. “I was the 
only dairy farmer in my faculty,” 
she shares. “It sparked interesting 
conversations with peers, who had 
never met a dairy farmer before.” 
She spent a year of her degree 
at the Agricultural and Forestry 
School at the University of Bangor, 

Wales, UK. Upon graduation with 
a Bachelor of Science in Natural 
Resource Conservation, Christine 
worked as the Program Manager 
for the Delta Farmland & Wildlife 
Trust and became a Professional 
Agrologist.
“The Trust was my first real job off of 
the farm. I learned how to manage 
a non-profit organization and work 
with all levels of government. I was 

fortunate to be mentored by Delta 
farmers and am especially grateful 
for the support from Martin 
Hamming, who was Chair during 
my time there,” offers Christine. 
Following the Trust, Christine 
worked for several years as a 
Forage Specialist for Nutrisource in 
Alberta, further developing her ag 
knowledge base.

It was November 2018 when Christine was 
hired to join the BC Dairy team – initially 
as Communications Manager before rising 
to her current role as Director of Producer 
and Public Affairs in June 2019. Her dynamic 
role works with a team to lead producer 
engagement, government relations, media 
relations and crisis management. “No two 
days are the same, which is one of the 
reasons I enjoy the role,” says Christine. 
“It’s a privilege to work within a team that is 
dedicated to meeting the needs of producers 
and working every day to deliver value to 
them. Hearing and learning from producers 
is motivating and fulfilling.”

As part of her role in crisis management, 
Christine was a member of the BC Dairy 
response team during the 2021 wildfires in 
the Okanagan and floods in the Fraser Valley. 
She also works with government to advance 
policies that are aligned with the business 
needs of BC dairy farmers, which in pre-
COVID times, meant that she represented 
the industry in both Victoria and Ottawa.
Outside of BC Dairy, Christine still volunteers 
for 4-H when opportunities arise, and 
especially enjoys acting as a judge for public 
speaking or demonstrations. Through her 
family, she is also a member of the Delta 
Farmers Institute.

Christine and James 
tied the knot at  
Terpsma Farms  
in Delta.

BC Dairy team in Ottawa, meeting with 
Members of Parliament.  
(L-R) BC Dairy Chair Holger Schwichtenberg, 
Lorna Hamming, MP Carla Qualtrough, 
Christine Terpsma and BC Dairy GM  
Jeremy Dunn.

Raised on her parents dairy farm in Delta, BC, Christine Terpsma 
came to BC Dairy in November 2018, and has taken on significant 
responsibilities since then. We’d like you to get to know this 
hardworking, intelligent, upbeat dairy-champion a little more.


