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Bianca and Travis Colonna of Enderby are excited to announce the arrival of their 
son, Beau John Christian Colonna. Beau was born December 4, 2021, weighing 
9lbs 7oz. Very proud grandparents are Chris and Melanie Dewitt (Goldenset 
Holsteins) of Sicamous, and Bob and Mary Ellen Colonna of Salmon Arm.

Andy and Marie Bodnar of Bandrova Farms in Agassiz are very excited to 
announce the engagement of their youngest daughter, Leanne to Scott Barling, 
son of Brent and Leslie Barling of White Rock. The wedding will be on the farm 
July 9, 2022.

Chris and Henrietta 
Groenendijk (Greendike 
Farm Ltd.) of Chemainus, 
BC together with Stewart 
and Tara Westwood 
of Gold River, BC are 
thrilled to announce 
the engagement of 
their children, Danielle 
G r o e n e n d i j k  a n d 
Benjamin Westwood. The 
wedding will take place 
July 23, 2022 on the farm.

Herman Steven Jansen
May 3, 1939-January 25, 2022

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.”- Proverbs 3:5

Herman of H.S. Jansen & Sons Farm (Armstrong, BC) was a hard-working, 
loving husband, father, Papa, Great-Papa, Uncle and friend. He left this 
world after a short stay in the Vernon hospital on January 25, 2022 at the 
age of 82.
He was born to Steven and Helena Jansen on May 3, 1939, in Matsqui, BC. 
Herman was the youngest of 11 children. He grew up on his parents’ farm, 
developing a strong love of farming. In July 1962, he married the love of his 
life, Leida Kampman. They started planting their farming roots on Glenmore 
Road, but shortly after had the opportunity to move to the original home 
farm on Bates Road after his eldest brother Steven passed away. His passion 
of farming never quit as he farmed with his wife and five kids. His life was 
always busy and full with Faith, Family and Farming.
Herman and his wife Leida moved to Armstrong, BC during retirement to 
stay close to the family farm as his boys decided they wanted to grow and 
build. While living in Armstrong, he enjoyed daily trips to the farm and 
helping the next generation in any way he could. They were also part of 
the East Hill Community Church family in Vernon.
Herman was predeceased by his son Harold (01/15/21). Herman will be 
greatly missed by his wife Leida, children Dale (Sophie), Marian, Karen 
(Cal) Macleod, Andrew (Cristie), Dawn (Jason) Dykstra, 13 grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren and his brother Tony.
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Bill Honey
William Franklin Honey passed away peacefully with family by his side on 
November 3, 2021. Predeceased by his parents Clara and Percy, and his 
wife Joan, he leaves his siblings Marjorie (Don), Don (Lorraine), Glenda 
(Carl), and his children Michelle, Erin, Brooke (Kevin), Richard (Nancy) 
and Rachel (Andrew), as well as seven grandchildren Autumn, Chandra, 
Ben, Paul, Ava, Owen and Presley.
Since our father’s youth he was passionate about showmanship in 4-H, 
later devoting himself to breeding and showing his purebred Honeydell 
Holsteins herd. He kept his Honeydell Farm roaming acreage in Warkworth, 
Ontario until 1984 and continued to keep an eye on the offspring of his 
fine herd for many years after.
Moving west to Central Saanich, BC on Vancouver Island in 1987 was his 
dream since his early twenties. Here he became a horse racing spectator 
and enthusiast, continuing to apply methodical research to the pedigrees 
and heritage of racehorses as he did with Holsteins. Thankfully the BC 
Holstein News and Western Dairy Farmer kept dad informed and connected 
well after retirement with the animals that he loved, raised and held dear. 
Meeting many a fellow farmer and new friend along the way, Dad was 
always happy to engage; inquisitive and eager in nature to learn until his 
final days. Indeed, our father was an ever-curious soul, loved trivia, history, 
travel, as well as sports, news and movies. He was also an avid reader, 
having read nearly every significant Holstein history book ever written in 
North America, and once said if he could be granted any wish at all, that 
he would want to know everything that there is to know in the world.
In remembrance of our father, we wish to inspire all to keep hold of their 
roots and to remind each to stay invested in the invaluable world of 
Canadian farming and agriculture. Celebrate his life with us in kind. Please 
feel free to donate to the Kidney Foundation / Royal Jubilee Hospital Renal 
Unit or the BC Cancer Society in his honour.
Thank you,
The Honey Family

A curious cow can’t 
distract three-year old 
Luke Matlak who knows 
there must be a tractor 
close-by!
Pictures courtesy of Mom 
(Aimee Matlak)
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Remembering Bill Honey
Tars Cheema

Bill Honey loved the Holstein business and thrived in the breeding/showing 
circles back in Ontario. After selling his Honeydell herd in 1984, he made the 
decision to move to Vancouver Island in 1987, where he found friendships 
among the many breeders there. Bill and his retired Ontario Holstein Fieldman 
friend Gerry Nelson (who also settled on the Island) would faithfully attend the 
Vancouver Island Holstein Show each summer and often made the trip over to 
the other major shows on the mainland. Nothing would make Bill happier than 
to talk about breeding (and old breeders) with anyone who shared his passion. 
He enjoyed keeping up with the locals – The Wikkerinks, Rendles, Youells and 
others. I envied his intense pursuit of Holstein history and he shared many of 
his observations from reading the remarkable Holstein compendiums written 
by Ted Morwick. It was 2002 when Ted published The Chosen Breed – over 1100 
pages in two volumes sharing everything about the people and breeding icons 
of the Canadian Holstein breed. In 2012, Ted published The Holstein History – 
two volumes, covering some 1300 pages about the Holstein journey in the USA. 
I had the pleasure of visiting with Bill many times over the years and I got to 
glean numerous morsels of information from his voracious reading of these 
encyclopedias. When Bill’s health was faltering, he passed along these rich 
history books to me. Peppered throughout each book are dozens of newspaper/
magazine clippings of industry people, organizations, milestone occasions and 
obituaries of memorable people of the Holstein community far and wide. Such 
was Bill’s unwavering interest in the industry, that he wanted those additional 
pieces of memorabilia to be saved. When Bill came across something more 
curious, it was often Doug Blair he would call to delve into the details. His need 
to know kept him sharp.
For those who are old enough to remember Combination Supersire, his fourth to 
11th dams were Honeydell cows (from 1970 back to 1947). Honeydell had a long 
history of serious breeding. It’s not surprising that Bill was destined to have his 
own life-long compelling interest in the Holstein business.

Thanks Bill, for sharing your enthusiasm, humour and stories.  
We’re going to miss you.

Pink coveralls on adorable 
11-month old Wellsley 
makes for a pretty special 
greeting for dad David 
Matlak 


