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RockyMountain Holsteins Achieves
Master Breeder

ROCKYMOUNTAIN TALENT LICORICE
EX-95-USA-8*
Bonnie Cooper, becooper2010@gmail.com
RockyMountain Holsteins’ time in the
business may have been short, but what an
enormous impact and legacy this Cochrane,
AB, based herd, established in 2003 by
Doug Blair, Dr. David Chalack and Glenn
Hockley made during a span of 13 years. In
April, Holstein Canada recognized the great
breeding bloodlines and lasting influence
of this renowned herd by presenting it a
cherished Master Breeder shield in the
herd’s first year of eligibility for the award.
Success, while never assured, seemed
almost preordained for this herd when you
consider the three respected businessmen
and Holstein enthusiasts behind the
RockyMountain Holsteins (RMH) name.
Doug Blair was raised at the Langview
Holsteins farm in British Columbia and was
part of his family’s three Langview Master
Breeder wins (1967, 1994, 1999). He had a
50-year career in the A.I. industry (19642014) that included being the founder/CEO
of Western Breeders Service and then CEO
of Alta Genetics Inc. Dr. David Chalack
grew up on his family’s Ultra Holsteins
farm in Alberta which was named a Master
Breeder in 1984. After obtaining a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine in 1975 and partnering
in a veterinary practice, he joined Alta
Genetics in 1989 where he has held various
management positions and is currently the
International Sales Manager for Japan. Blair
and Chalack are both Canadian Agricultural
Hall of Fame inductees and contributed
to Alta Genetics’ Master Breeder shield in
2001. Glenn Hockley grew up at Donovan
Holsteins in Manitoba. Since earning a
Master’s degree in geology, he has spent his
entire professional career in the oil and gas
industry where his entrepreneurial spirit
has led him to start and sell nine successful
companies. His current company, Style

RAELAND LEDUC WILHELMINA
EX-92-2E-17*

Energy Ltd., has business activities in
Alberta, Alabama and Texas.
The idea for RMH came up one year while
the three men were attending the Royal
Agricultural Winter Fair. “We all owned
Holsteins, were friends, lived close to each
other geographically west of Calgary, and
had partnered before on several animals.
We all came from dairy farms that had
successful purebred Holstein operations.
And we all had a passion for Holsteins,” says
Chalack. With the Chalack family’s Ultra
dairy farm available, and suitable for a small
purebred operation, the men decided the
time was right to gather all the animals they
currently owned, and were housing from
British Columbia to Quebec, together at one
farm under their own management. “One
of our first steps,” recalls Hockley, “was to
discuss how to consolidate our animals.
That meant putting a value on each animal.
At the end of that session, coming out as
friends, shaking hands and saying we would
go ahead was an indication to me that we
were going to be successful.”
The trio picked RockyMountain as their
prefix. “We thought it was a good strong
name and fit the geography of where our
farm was located,” explains Blair. “And
being a Holstein historian, I had noticed
that some of the strongest prefixes all
seemed to start with the letter R.” The
farm’s logo, featuring Moraine Lake framed
by the Rocky Mountains and a head shot of
RAINYRIDGE JED DOLORITA EX-93-2E-16*,
2001 Reserve All-Canadian Senior 2-YearOld who eventually had eight EX and 23 VG
progeny, further enhanced their brand.
The first female bred by RMH was born on
November 4, 2004.

RAINYRIDGE JED DOLORITA
EX-93-2E-16*

RMH’s goals were many. They achieved
them all. “We wanted to establish an entity
that was recognized around the world. We
wanted to be recognized as a contributor to
the breed and industry in a meaningful way,
with a strong reputation of integrity and
doing what we said we would do,” states
Chalack. “While we wanted to own and
breed cattle that had the potential to show,
we also wanted ‘true balanced’ genetics,
cattle with high production and high type,”
says Blair. “We had those two combinations
of cattle. When genomics came along, we
had some success there as well. When we
sold cattle, we wanted to sell the kind that
would be well accepted.”
“We also wanted a herd that was well
managed,” adds Hockley. “And, of course,
our ultimate goal was to win a Master
Breeder shield.”
Almost all of RMH’s Master Breeder points
were earned by breeding stock who sold
through the eight RockyMountain High
Sales held at the farm between 2005
and 2015, with Sylvanside, Lucky Hill,
Westcoast, Earincliffe, Cedarwal and
Wisselview the leading contributing herds.
“Seeing how successful people have been
with cattle with our prefix is a source of
great satisfaction for all of us,” say the

three partners. The RockyMountain High
Sales, with their western theme and great
hospitality, were always “a breath of fresh
Rocky Mountain air.” Held in July, they were
timed so people could also take in Calgary
Stampede and visit nearby attractions
such as Banff and Lake Louise. “The sales
were an opportunity for us to showcase our
farm and genetics and bring together our
Holstein fraternity friends,” says Hockley.
In addition to their own cattle, the sales
included many consignments from other
breeders. “We had a lot of support from
British Columbia, both as consignors and
buyers. Stanhope-Wedgwood consigned
to every single RMH sale,” points out Blair.
Collectively, the eight RockyMountain
High Sales grossed over $8.3 million and
averaged $9366 on 889 head. The dispersal
sale in 2013 (when Blair retired from RMH)
averaged $10,426 on 89 head and remains
the highest averaging Holstein dispersal
ever held in Western Canada. Topping that
sale at $265,000 to Stanton Bros. Ltd. of
Ontario was the calf, ROCKYMOUNTAIN
UNO CHEYANNE VG-85-14*, the dam of
STANTONS CHIEF, one of the most popular
sires in the world today.
“We are proud to have bred over 60 EX
cows,” says Blair. “We have bred 20 cows
with over 100,000 kg milk lifetime, including

The cattle were ready for
visitors anytime, any day,
in the RockyMountain
Holsteins’ barn.

The home of RockyMountain Holsteins,
Cochrane, AB, from 2003 to 2016.
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the current 15th highest lifetime milk
producer in Canada, ROCKYMOUNTAIN
S U P E R L E I TA E X- 9 0 - 3 E - 1 6 * , at
Stantons.” Leita has 129,363 kg milk and
is the dam of seven EX progeny, including
ROCKYMOUNTAIN LOTTOMAX EX-94.
Another long timer, ROCKYMOUNTAIN
SUPER TEATRO EX-94-6E, has 123,564
kg milk lifetime to date and was Alberta
President’s Club Cow Winner in 2020 for
Innislake Dairy Farm. Sires contributing
the most Master Breeder points for RMH
include Goldwyn, Superstition, AltaBaxter,
Shottle and AltaIota.
A crowning achievement for RMH came in
2011 when they had the first prize Senior
Best Three Females bred by exhibitor at
World Dairy Expo, a group that was later
voted Unanimous All-American Senior
Best Three Females that year. Two
Expo class winners, ROCKYMOUNTAIN
TALENT LICORICE EX-95-USA-8* and
ROCKYMOUNTAIN GOLDWYN TRISHA EX93-2E-5*, anchored that herd and were
joined by ROCKYMOUNTAIN GOLD WINTER
EX-94. Licorice had sold as a calf for $5000
in the 2007 RockyMountain High Sale and
changed hands a few times before selling
for $420,000 in the 2011 International
Intrigue Sale in Quebec to an American
syndicate. All-Canadian and All-American
4-Year-Old in 2011, Licorice was also
All-Canadian, Reserve All-American and
Intermediate Champion at the Royal Winter
Fair as a Senior 3-Year-Old in 2010. Trisha,
who sold through the 2009 RockyMountain
High Sale and had five EX daughters at
Beckholm Holsteins in Ontario, was
Reserve All-American Junior 2-Year-Old
in 2011 and All-Canadian and All-American
Junior Yearling in 2010.
A number of deep-pedigreed cows
contributed in a major way to RMH’s
breeding success. Among them:
RAELAND LEDUC WILHELMINA
EX-92-2E-17*.
2004 Reserve All-Canadian Junior 3-YearOld and 2005 Calgary Spring Show Grand
Champion, Wilhelmina was a finalist for
Holstein Canada “Cow of the Year” in 2013.
Her family earned the most Master Breeder
points for RMH. Dam of seven EX and 17 VG
daughters, three of those outstanding
daughters by Goldwyn (WINTER, WINNE
EX-93-7E and WINNIE EX-91) comprised
RMH’s nominated All-Canadian Breeder’s
Herd in 2012. Hockley and Chalack are
currently partners in a granddaughter of
Wilhelmina, ROBELLA BYWAY WHIPLASH
EX-90.
IRWINDALE LEDUC MACY
EX-95-4E-8*.
A two-time Royal class winner and threetime Westerner Championship Show Grand
Champion, Macy was All-Canadian Senior
2-Year-Old in 2003 and All-Canadian
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4-Year-Old in 2005. She had three EX and
16 VG daughters and made over 101,000 kg
milk lifetime.
GEN-I-BEQ GOLDWYN SECRET
VG-87-20*.
A Red Factor cow who was Holstein
International’s 2011 “Red & White Cow of
the Year”, Secret had six EX and 23 VG
progeny.
NORTHERN-GLO MACINTOSH-RED
EX-90-9*.
Honourable Mention All-American R&W
Junior 2-Year-Old in 2004, Macintosh had
one EX and 12 VG daughters.
HAUTPRE RUDBECKIE REGIMENT
RED EX-92-3E-2*.
A two-time Royal R&W Show class winner
and 2008 Royal Reserve Grand Champion
R&W, Rudbeckie was All-Canadian R&W
Mature Cow in 2008, Reserve All-American
R&W Junior 3-Year-Old in 2006 and dam
of one EX and two VG daughters.

In 2011, RockyMountain Holsteins had the first place Senior Best Three
Females bred by exhibitor at World Dairy Expo, a group which went on
to be the unanimous choice for All-American as well that year.

It was always a “team” effort at RMH.
Assisting the partners were a great staff
headed by Farm Manager Ron Churchill and
his wife Gail. “Ron and Gail did an amazing
job of looking after the cattle. You could go
into that 50-cow tie-stall barn anytime, any
day, and the place was ready for visitors.
Cow comfort was number one. Many
months we had the lowest Somatic Cell
Count in Alberta,” the owners say. Jackie
Rathwell was the farm’s administrator.
“We also employed many young men and
women from around the world, who not
only became ambassadors for our farm, but
became successful in their own countries
and remain life friends,” adds Hockley.
Following Blair’s retirement from the
partnership in 2013, Hockley and Chalack
carried on with RMH until July 2016 when
they sold the herd to Westcoast Holsteins
of British Columbia. Labour, uncertainty
over the future of supply management, the
farm’s close proximity to Calgary, and the
cost of competing in the genomic world
all factored into their decision to exit the
business. Chalack and Hockley as RMH, and
Blair under his Langmont prefix, continue
to own and invest in high quality Holsteins.
While the “RMH Days” are over, the memory
of “going out to the barn and it always being
a show place” remains vivid, not only for its
owners, but the countless Holstein and nonfarm guests who visited this exceptional
herd. For Doug Blair, David Chalack
and Glenn Hockley, the success of the
RockyMountain Holsteins partnership, the
friendships they made, and the continued
legacy of the animals that carry their
prefix, will forever remain a magnificent
testament to the accomplishments of this
Master Breeder herd.
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The achievement of a Master Breeder shield for RockyMountain Holsteins
was a “team effort” and included, from left: Ron and Gail Churchill, Doug
Blair, Glenn Hockley, Jackie Rathwell and Dr. David Chalack.
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Accepting a Master Breeder shield at the Holstein Canada Convention in April
for their successful RockyMountain Holsteins breeding program were, from left,
Doug and Ann Blair, Glenn and Linda Hockley, and David and Joanne Chalack.
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