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Congratulations to 
Jared de Dood and 
Jenessa Zappone 
on their March 
11th engagement! 
Jared is the son of 
John and June de 
Dood of Sunninghill 
Holsteins, Grindrod 
and Jenessa is 
the daughter of 
Mike and Rhonda 
Zappone (Zappone 
A g g r e g a t e 
Processors). Their 
wedding is set for 
September 24 in 
Armstrong.

Natalie Janssens and 
Oleg Veles are happy 
to announce their 
engagement. Natalie 
is the daughter of 
David and Sandy 
Janssens (Nicomekl 
Farms, Surrey, BC) 
and Oleg is the son 
of Olena and Slava 
Veles. The wedding 
will take place this 
August on the farm.

It is with great joy that Adam and Rachel Smid were united in marriage on 
May 7, 2022. In what turned out to be the wettest spring on record, their day 
turned out to be a windy, cold, cloudy and dry day, with beautiful breaks of 
sunshine coming through on all smiling faces during the ceremony. What a 
blessing indeed! Proud parents John and Kathy Hope of Fort Langley and 
Oeds and Nellie Smid of Pioneer Holstein Dairy, Langley, and many family 
and friends attended the occasion to celebrate with them.
What started out with a bag of milk powder and Brad the calf has brought 
together a love for life couple! (If you want to know more, you’ll have to ask 
them their secret...it all began on the farm!) Adam and Rachel are residing 
and working on the family farm and Rachel will carry on with teaching 
primary in school. We wish them all the best as they move forward on this 
journey of life.

Dale and Sophie Jansen of 
H.S. Jansen and Sons Farm in 
Armstrong, BC are happy to 
announce the arrival of a new 
calf feeder (granddaughter), 
Jessa Lee born February 21, 
2022, 8lb 6oz. Proud parents 
Jaimee and Evan are thrilled 
with their new little girl!

On April 23, Ava 
Marie Taylor (right) 
and Marissa Rose 
Taylor (left) were 
born at 5lb 2oz and 
5lb 4oz respectively, 
slightly premature 
at 36 weeks. Parents 
Jordan and Mikayla 
Taylor (Viewfield 
Farm, Courtenay) 
report that the girls 
were transferred to 
Victoria for a week 
to help get them off 
to a good start, but 
they are healthy and 
growing at a good 
rate now! Big brother 
Reuben is sure to 
have his hands full 
keeping up with his 
twin sisters, 

Devan and Steph 
Jansen are  ver y 
pleased to announce 
the arrival of their 
lil farm boy, Dexon 
Kendall, born April 
7,  2022 weighing 
7  pounds!  Proud 
grandparents are Dale 
and Sophie Jansen 
(H.S. Jansen and Sons 
Farm, Armstrong) 
and Theo and Brenda 
Stoker (Melinke Farms, 
Deroche BC).
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Brooke and Brandon Jones 
and big brother Carver are 
happy to announce that 
baby girl Renley Ann Jones 
arrived April 9, 2021. Proud 
as punch grandparents 
Edwin and Kari Crandlemire 
(Wal lyann Holste ins , 
Grindrod) and Gord and 
Deb Jones are excited for 
this new family of four.

W e s  A l e x a n d e r 
Fegyverneki was born a 
healthy 8.7 pounds on May 
8 in Richmond, BC. Parents 
Christine Fegyverneki 
(Christine Terpsma of 
BC Dairy) and James 
Fegyverneki are smitten 
with their firstborn. Proud 
grandparents are David 
and Colleen Terpsma of 
Terpsma Farms in Delta, 
as well as Kathy and 
Dave Ward, and Alex 
Fegyverneki in Alberta.
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Aletta Willy Arends (Busink) of Arendsdale Dairy Farms (Ben & Sandra), 
Arends Poultry (Pete & Sherry), and Crossroads Dairy Farms (John & Alison), 
of Abbotsford, BC passed away on March 23, 2022 into the arms of Jesus at 
the age of 81 at the Abbotsford Regional Hospital.
She will be greatly missed by her loving husband, John, her three sons, Ben 
(Sandra), Pete (Sherry), John (Alison); 11 grandchildren and their six spouses 
and 15 great-grandchildren.
Aletta Arends was born on March 28, 1940 in Giessendam, The Netherlands 
and immigrated to Canada with her family in June 1957. When John and Aletta 
met, she was working in a bank and John thought that could come in handy 
because she could get access to money easier, but that didn’t work out so 
well, and they got married on March 30, 1962 anyways.
Aletta worked very hard alongside her husband to build up the farm so each of 
their boys could farm his own place. Aletta was very devoted to her husband, 
family and farm and was always found sewing, baking and cooking for her 
hungry family. In later years she used her talents of hand crafting for making 
items for her grandchildren and even her great-grandchildren.
As a couple in retirement years, Aletta and John enjoyed traveling to Europe, 
California and Alberta to visit family and friends, along with random coffee 
visits to their families locally.
The last year had been a struggle for Aletta, but she always had a positive 
attitude.
She was buried on their 60th wedding anniversary.

Ray Atchison
March 7, 1947 – April 29, 2022

Ray Atchison passed away peacefully at home in Richmond on April 29, 2022 at 
the age of 75 years. He will be lovingly remembered by his wife Barbara of 48 
years, three daughters Janet (Matt), Trisha (George), Cheryl (Scott) and son 
Brad (Alanna); 12 grandchildren, Kylie, Brianna, Tessa, Aubrey, Rees, Logan, 
Molly, Brynley, Mac, Cynthia, Hunter and Emma. He is survived by his sister 
Lois, brother Jim, brothers-in-law Jim (Rosie), Arthur (Kathy) and sister-in-law 
Bev (Rick) and many nieces and nephews. Also good friends Linda and Reynold 
Amey and Cathy and Henry Ackerman. Ray was predeceased by his grandson 
Jake, sister Bernice, brother-in-law Don and sister-in-law Anita.
Ray was born in Vancouver on March 7, 1947 to parents Andy and Florence 
Atchison of Manitoba. When Ray and Barbara married in 1973, he became a 
partner on the family dairy farm of A.R. Savage & Sons with his father-in-law 
Art and brothers-in-law Jim and Arthur. They milked cows (and still do), grew 
strawberries, potatoes and then bought into the cranberry business and joined 
Ocean Spray Cranberries in l985.
Ray enjoyed curling for many years and was a member of the Richmond Winter 
Club. He travelled around BC going in bonspiels with his team which he always 
looked forward to. He also liked fishing at the family lake house at Loon Lake 
and spent much time taking the grandchildren out in the pontoon boat to see 
if they could catch the ‘big one.’
In later years, Ray, Barbara and friends enjoyed travelling. They went to Mexico 
many times, travelled around Europe and cruised. They also attended many 
cranberry conventions in the U.S. His last trip was to Hawaii with all his family, 
which he said was his best trip of all.
Ray will be sadly missed by all his family and dear friends.

Congratulations to Aaron 
and Lorrie Wunderlich on the 
arrival of their adorable little 
daughter Blakeley Frieda 
Wunderlich. Blakely was 
born on April 10, one day after 
big brother Douglas’s 3rd 
birthday – the best present 
ever! Proud grandparents are 
John and Janis Wunderlich 
and Fred and Rose Driessen 
of Driessen Farms in Deroche. 
Welcome to the family sweet 
little one!

Aletta Arends
Great is Thy 
Faithfulness

March 28, 1940- 
March 23, 2022


