
8      BC HOLSTEIN NEWS    CHRISTMAS  2022

When Luke Van Huizen of Vancouver Island 
showed me a two year old daughter of 
Rosafe Citation R in his herd a few years 
ago, I knew there would eventually be a 
story I would have to tell. Here we go…

You Had Me at Citation R
The legendary Canadian sire, Rosafe 
Citation R was born in 1958, bred by Master 
Breeder, Dr. Hector Astengo in Ontario. 
Citation R started out with great promise 
– the combination of ABC Reflection 
Sovereign and GLENVUE NETTIE GEMIMA 
(both royalty in their time). Doug Blair 
shares the intriguing story of how this little 
calf with tremendous popularity, would end 
up in Mexico simply because he carried the 
gene for red coat colour!

There was a time when red Holsteins were 
considered evidence of impure breeding. 
But science would eventually push forward 
the acceptance of red coat colour as just 
a variant in the Holstein breed and not a 
blight. Citation R had enough Canadian 
daughters from his original usage to qualify 
him for Class Extra status in his 1964 sire 
proof. Limited Citation R semen remained 
in Canada and some even made its way 
back from Mexico, and today, Holstein 
Canada shows 1694 classified daughters 
and Lactanet shows 4907 progeny. His 
semen was scarce and very pricey! He 
continued to have impact on Canadian 
breeding through his sons and daughters, 
but we will never know what we missed due 
to the much-reduced usage.

Old Genetics for a Change
But this isn’t just about Citation R.

Luke grew up studying and learning 
everything he could about his family ’s 
herd – production, breeding, calving….
everything… basically from the time he 
could read. He had significant influence 
on the breeding program since he was 13 
and by 19 it was all on him. “I’m fortunate 
that my Dad gave me responsibility early 
and he trusts my breeding decisions and 
judgement,” Luke shares. Like many of us 
who grew up obsessing on genetics in bull 
catalogues and Holstein Journals, the term 
‘cow-nerd’ or ‘cow-geek’ is a fair and even, 
honoured title!

“I have always had an interest in the old 
bulls. But I know just because they’re old, 
there’s no guarantee they’re great,” he 
reassures me. Over the years he has picked 
up the occasional old sire (like Puget Sound 
Highmark from Ontario) from dairy friends 
in and out of BC.

A few years ago, he hit the jackpot when 
a dairy friend directed him to a mostly 
retired AI tech who still had a couple 
tanks stocked. “There were two tanks, six 
cannisters with 30 canes each. Some canes 
were so old that codes weren’t recognizable 
on the tabs,” he recalls. Some were local 
BCAIC sires like Engraver, Endeavour, 
Monitor and Marathon. Others came with 
more ‘history’ – Agro Acres Attraction and 
Unique, Romandale Crystal Count and Ideal 
Fury Reflector. The Citation R came in vials 
(ampules) while Triple Threat and Unique 
had some vials and straws. There were 
other interesting bulls – Blackstar, Chief 
Mark, Broker, Raider, Derry and Inspiration. 
“These were all leading bulls back in their 

day,” Luke stresses. “I kept a third, sold 
a third to Kevin (Frueh) and discarded 
the rest. I had a guy in Ontario take some 
Skagvale Startrek.” Luke has sold newer 
bulls like Broker and Jolt to particular 
buyers, and so far, has resisted selling his 
only dose of Jed to a persistent buyer.

The Living Holstein Museum
Luke’s collection of old genes includes 
three heifers by Agro Acres Unique – from 
both vial and straw breedings. Two of the 
Uniques are out of a Stantons Elude that 
Luke says, ‘lacks power.’

“I like crossing old with new genetics – I 
used the Citation R on a cow that was too 
refined, and it’s worked out really well.” 
CITATION GALAXY is now 87 points in 
her fifth lactation, pregnant with a heifer 
by Stantons Applicable, and has a VG 
Diamondback in her third lactation. “She 
scored 80-83-85. I like those cows that 
mature steadily and get better with each 
lactation.”

Luke used some Marathon, but he’s not 
had any pregnancies yet. “I’ll be interested 
to cross some of the good old bulls like 
Blackstar and Sheik with new genetics, 
but I’m not in any rush. I do 15-20 of these 
breedings a year – always careful to make 
complementary matings,” he clarifies.

Luke’s influence has resulted in two 
other Citation Rs in the neighbourhood. 
Neighbouring friend and dairyman Kevin 
Frueh, also intrigued by older genetics, 
had bought a selection of Luke’s inventory. 
A trained AI technician, Kevin improvised 

horse-breeding pipettes with a syringe and 
rubber tubing to facilitate the vial-semen 
breedings. He too is milking a Citation R 
daughter; BELLE is 85 points and from an 
87 point Golden Dreams dam that he says 
seriously needed more strength. “Belle’s a 
really quiet cow with a great udder, but a 
little coarse over her rump. The classifier 
said she has the widest hips he’s seen,” 
Kevin says. “She is super healthy – never 
sick, no foot issues and she’s testing 5% 
butterfat right now!” He reveals that he has 
other old genetics. “I also have a springing 
Quality Ultimate and more Ultimate in the 
tank,” he grins. Then he tells me there’s 
a few Linjets still in the barn (same as 
Luke). “It’s fun to try something different 
sometimes,” he laughs.

Just down the road, their friend Pete 
Vanden Dungen is also looking forward to 
having his own milking Citation R daughter. 
“Kevin bred her red Hvezda dam for me since 
he’s got the equipment to breed with vials,” 
Pete says. The Hvezda is a maternal sister 
to the famous red show winner, MEADOW 
GREEN ABSOLUTE FANNY. A red Citation R 
related so close to Fanny would have been 
even more fun, but CITATION FALLBACK is 
a strong, black January 2022 heifer with an 
interesting red-carrier future, nonetheless.

“I’ve got about 15 old bulls that really interest 
me and another 15 that can just sit and wait 
– there’s no deadline…maybe someone will 
want them in the future,” Luke suggests. 
“Breeding with some old genetics just adds 
some fun – it’s unusual and it makes things 
more interesting again.”

Bringing Back the Past
Making Breeding Fun Again

Tars Cheema

I was 16 years old in 1958 when I won the 4-H 
Dairy Cattle Judging Contest held at the PNE 
in August. This entitled me to represent BC 
4-H Dairy Section on a trip to Toronto at the 
time of the Royal Winter Fair in November. I 
had the opportunity to attend the Sale of Stars 
and watched Rosafe Citation R sell. What a 
memorable moment!

When GLENVUE NETTIE JEMIMA topped the 
Rosafe Farms Dispersal held May 12, 1958, 
for $9000, she was 15-years old and due to 
calve in September. She was purchased by 
a relatively unknown breeder H.J. Wilcox of 
Beeton, Ontario. She calved September 29 

with a bull calf they named Rosafe Citation R, 
who they consigned to the Sale of Stars to be 
held November 19 at the Royal Winter Fair in 
Toronto. He was not yet two months old when 
he was purchased for $30,000 by the Ontario 
Association of Artificial Breeders, representing 
the (then) eight Artificial Insemination 
organizations in Ontario. The runner up bid 
came from the three Ministers of Agriculture of 
three Maritime provinces. The terms of the Sale 
required 1/3 down ($10,000) with the balance to 
be paid when Citation R was proven to be free 
of Red Factor. He turned out to be a red carrier 
and thus returned to Wilcox who promptly sold 
him to Mexico for a reported $33,000.

Witnessing a Unique Moment in Holstein History

It was a momentous 
occasion when 
Rosafe Citation R 
rocked the 1958 Sale 
of Stars for $30,000. 
Lloyd Pickard of 
Alberta (Pickard and 
Clark) was on the 
halter.

Doug Blair

Luke loves his fifth lactation, 87-point 
Citation R daughter. She’s earned 1897 LPI 
by calving like clockwork, producing herd 
average with high fat and being trouble-free.

Kevin Frueh’s 85 point Citation R has a great 
udder and never misses a beat.

This red carrier Citation R from the 
Absolute Fanny family at Meadow Green is 
one the Vanden Dungens will watch with 
anticipation and curiosity.


