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Road trip 1
Arjan Otten moved with his parents and 
two sisters from the Netherlands in 1991. 
They had been farmers back home, but saw 
more opportunities in Canada, landing in 
Barrhead where the family milked 75 cows. 
Arjan, who had completed his diploma at Olds 
College with a major in Ag Mechanics and a 
minor in two-stepping, went on to work as 
a heavy-duty mechanic. But when his father 
was injured in 2009, Arjan dropped his tools 
on the spot and returned to take over the 
farm. “I wanted efficient cows, so I started 
adding Jerseys – they came from Adrian 
Haeni – Lone Pine Jerseys,” Arjan explains 
the Jersey genesis.

Meanwhile, Jessica grew up on a livestock 
hobby farm in Whitecourt, with non-dairy 
4-H projects for many years. Her dairy 
experience came during high school, 
working at neighbouring farms. Naturally, 
dairy got into her system, and she proceeded 
to Saskatoon where she graduated with her 
Animal Science degree. Jessica was home 
from Uni for the weekend in Barrhead when 
she met Arjan in the Fall of 2011 at a farmer 
dance. Maybe it was Arjan’s fancy two-
stepping, maybe it was his pick-up line, “I 
have cows,” either way, he and Jessica have 
been together ever since.

Road trip 2
It was October 2016 when they decided to 
make the move south to Didsbury and begin 
their very own dairy operation exclusively 
with Jerseys. “It’s a day I’ll never forget – 
milking the cows one last time before we 
headed for our adventure down south. That 
day was a step into our future,” Arjan recalls.

They milked the cows at a different farm 
while they built a new facility for 50 cows, 
which they excitedly moved into in June 2017. 
It was on their very own farm that they tied 
the knot in September. The following year, 
they were thrilled to receive the Jersey 
Young Achiever award - recognizing the 
accomplishments of Jersey breeders in 
Canada under the age of 40.

Dairy life was great as they welcomed 
baby Rayna to the family in February 2020. 
But soon after, Covid’s many disruptions 
also resulted in the end of the lease-
quota program. “The answer was to move 
to Manitoba where we could afford the 
additional quota to support what our herd 
was producing,” explains Arjan. “We were 
milking about 50 Jerseys with a used robot 
and the cows were averaging about 1.9kg 
fat daily. There was no question they were 
coming with us.”

Road trip 3
They bought a suitable farm in St. Claude, 
just south of Portage La Prairie and hit the 
road in September. “Rayna was six months 
old as we moved and she was miserable 
with teething,” Jessica remembers with a 
maternal concern. On the other hand, maybe 
Rayna was worried about the weather that 
lay ahead?

“We were in Manitoba for two years and 
two winters. There were floods, big snow, 
drought… I’m sure we experienced every 
weather condition possible!” remembers 
Arjan. “And we knew winters would be cold 
and tough…”

Their distant dream of moving to BC was still 
alive, so it seemed like a prayer answered 
when a family came wanting their farm in 
April of this year. With a deal finalized in 
May and move-out in September, they had 
no time to lose!

Road trip 4
“We had done our math and knew what 
we were looking at. It was an ad in the BC 
Holstein News in June that sparked a huge 
response,” shares Arjan. “We came out and 
looked at a dozen farms. Some were just 
out of our budget, and some didn’t fit our 
vision. We had a serious time crunch and 
had to make this happen!” The deal with 
the Drydyk family of Westside Holsteins in 
Grindrod came together quickly – and the 
countdown was ON! “The comfort level with 
the Drydyks was great,” Jessica expresses. 
Arjan continues, “They understood, and we 
understood how this had go with the short 
window we had.”

Back in St. Claude, they knew they had to 
"pack smart" and be decisive with what would 
travel west to BC. “They went above and 
beyond to help us make this work,” Jessica 
says of Rick and Heather. “They allowed us to 
bring in equipment and a lot of stuff before 
we took ownership. They were really good 
through it all,” she reinforces.

“It was a hot trip across – we only had to 
stop and milk once in Lethbridge. But just 
outside of Golden the truck broke down,” 
Arjan explains. Fortunately, it didn’t take 
too long, and the cows weren’t far from their 
new home.

“The move took lots of planning and trust in 
people, but it worked out really good,” Arjan 
is happy to say in past tense. “The cows came 
through this move so well,” adds Jessica.

End of the Road?
Milking in Grindrod for just a couple months, 
they are already feeling settled into the dairy 
community while the cows only took a few days 
to get back on track. “Our plan is just slowly 
grow, and eventually get up to 70 cows,” says 
Jessica. “We prefer quality over quantity. 
Maybe we’ll show a little bit, pay attention to 
our genetics with good function, efficiency 
and longevity,” adds Arjan of their near plans. 
Modest goals perhaps, given that they recently 
had three cows complete 305d lactations 
exceeding 575kg fat and/or 460kg protein 
landing them in the Jersey Canada ‘Single Hall 
of Fame.’ And last year, their herd classification 
summary tallied 1ME - 3EX - 23 VG - 45 GP. They 
have already established good longevity with an 
average age of 5yr with most of their herd still 
tracing to Lone Pine and with solid production 
besides – 1.7kg BF as they left Manitoba.
They recognize that there were a great many 
people helping them make this Grand Plan come 
together. “It takes an enormous effort to move a 
whole farm across the prairies. We would like to 
say thank you to our families, our friends, Rick 
and Heather, our realtors Sheldon and Chris, our 
main guy Konrad, the truckers; Knills Transport, 
Dangremond Transport, Richwall Trucking, ET 
Custom Transport. Penner Auctions, Wilson 
Colony, Tars and the BC Holstein News, and 
thank you Don and Andre, Jared and Charlie, 
and Stephen and John.”
Is there another road trip in their future? Too 
soon to tell. But the Hoften Farm sign isn’t in 
concrete just yet…

Tars Cheema

A and J of Hoften Farms
On the Road Again…and Again…

If there was a prize for the 
best traveled dairy herd 
in Canada, Hoften Farms 
would surely win it! Their 
Jersey herd traveled from 
Barrhead, AB (about 120 km 
northwest of Edmonton) 
down to Didsbury, before 
venturing east to St. 
Claude, MB (1250 km), then 
westward more than 1800 
km to Grindrod, in BC’s 
north Okanagan. All within 
six years.

I just had to start asking 
questions…

Long retired, the 1953 3-ton GMC now welcomes guests 
to Grindrod, after serving this role in 
St. Claude the past two years.

The 1928 McCormick Deering tractor 
had no doubt endured many harsh 
conditions in its life before joining 
Arjan and Jessica in Grindrod. This 
steel-wheeled, metal-cleated ‘iron 
horse’ still runs!

Jessica, Arjan 
and Rayna are 
happy to be 
settled into 
their new home 
with their well-
traveled herd!

Dazzle and her 
herdmates 
rebounded 
quickly 
following their 
1800+ km 
journey to BC.


