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Tars’Tale-Spins
Floods: 1   Hope and Perseverance: 100Floods: 1   Hope and Perseverance: 100

Acknowledging the emotions does not make any of us weak…it makes us human.Acknowledging the emotions does not make any of us weak…it makes us human.
As I spoke with numerous people leading up to the one 
year anniversary of the November floods, it was clear 
that the emotions remain close to the surface. Some 
used the term PTSD when the latest early November 
‘atmospheric river’ rains returned. No one can blame them.  
I think sharing those feelings within our farming circles where we 
understand the realities without judgment helps us process what 
we’ve been through. We also hear of the hope and positive side 
of this calamity. It’s been a year, the cows are being milked, the 
2022 crops turned out not too bad and so many have supported 
the wide community recovery with generosity and kindness. 
But we know there remains a long road to normal. Some people 
remain out of their homes, many remain burdened by financial 

consequences and others are frustrated with paperwork and 
unfilled promises of help. The reality is tough, and yet people 
take a deep breath after they vent and return to hope. I remain in 
awe of the perseverance and positivity of our dairy community.

As we approach the Christmas season, I hope everyone can take 
some time to slow down and enjoy one another and our blessings 
– even though we know challenges will continue in the world 
around us. Somehow, having gratitude, being positive, makes even 
the hard times a little easier. As we celebrate Christmas, I offer 
prayers for those who are missing someone special this year, who 
are struggling with health or other difficulties. Please take care 
and may we look forward to positive gatherings in the new year.

Three-Oaks Dairy Farm has been operating 
on these 72 acres on the north side of Hwy 
1 near #3 Road since Rob Beukens’ father 
moved here in 1969 from Delta. “Dad started 
out milking 40 cows in a stanchion barn until 
1976 when he had a double-four herringbone 
parlour built,” Rob starts. More recently, they 
moved their 104 cows into a new facility with 
a double eight DeLaval parabone parlour. 
The farm borders the Sumas River with a 
sizable dike that had worked pretty well for 
a very long time.

On Monday, November 15, Rob was watching 
the flood anxiously all day like everyone who 
was witnessing their friends get flooded in 
west Sumas Prairie. When he finished milking 
just after midnight Tuesday morning, he was 
aware of the warnings of rising flood waters 
possibly exceeding the dike. His neighbour 
Wayne DeJong woke him at 3:30am with a 
warning to ‘get out – the dike is breached.’ 
Rob’s son Zach, milking at the DeJongs’ 
neighbouring farm, saw a foot of water on 
the roads around 4am – and by 4:30, they shut 
down milking as the water was rapidly coming 
up their legs. “At 5am Tuesday morning, I 
could see about 2” of water flowing over the 
dike and across my fields. I’m a little higher 
so I thought I’d be ok,” Rob describes. At 8am, 
it was 3” flowing over, then 4-5” by noon, and 
worse, it appeared the pouring water was 
eroding the base of the dike. “By 2:30 Tuesday 
afternoon, we could see a 50-foot section of 
the dike was gone. It was strange, there was 
sunshine and a rainbow around 4pm, but we 
were being flooded out,” Rob shares.

He moved their herd to higher ground while 
Zach was helping the DeJongs get their herd 
relocated to Matsqui. Rob and Gwen were 
evacuated thanks to Ross Siemens who 
secured a Chilliwack S&R boat. “John and 
Dave Kruk from Matsqui Ag Repair brought 

Zach back in with a riverboat and helped him 
do chores and milk the cows. And it was Gary 
Baars who got us back in a day later,” Rob 
acknowledges.

“We had power and water – except for the 4-5 
days when they shut down to repair water 
lines. DeLeeuws and others brought me 
water. We pumped from the lake to feed the 
animals, we had enough grain and I didn’t lose 
my forage,” Rob says with relief. Like most 
everyone around that time, the milk had to 
be discarded. “Steve Brandsma, our feed rep, 
was constantly checking on us. It helped that 
so many were watching out for us.”

“Insurance covered very little – overland 
water isn’t covered. We lost a few cows, but 

we’re really blessed overall,” he realizes in 
the big picture. Rob’s field was ground zero 
for the major dike failure and the power 
of the thousands of tons of water dug out 
4-5 acres of land as deep as 20 feet. “I got 
covered for all the damage and debris on 
the land,” he acknowledges. About 25 acres 
were unusable. But the flood damaged so 
many more acres that Rob estimates he only 
harvested about 40% of his normal crop yield 
with only 25 acres getting into corn – when 
it’s normally 70 acres. There’s still a long 
recovery.

“They added about a half meter to the dike 
height and they intentionally engineered it a 
bit lower in one spot so there’s a controlled 

spillway. In November, Kimmet bored holes 
in the dike and pumped in a mixture of 
cement and special clay which is supposed 
to saturate the dike and seal it up.”

A year later, Rob, like so many others, is still 
shocked by what took place and the extent 
of the damage to so many. “This was a crazy 
time! So stressful. But I have to recognize 
there were so many people who stood with 
us through this.”

Things appear calmer today but the plan for 
preventing this from happening again is not 
quick, simple or cheap. “They’re talking five 
years to get more pumps, bigger pumps and 
dike improvements in place,” Rob shares with 
a deep breath.
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Tars Cheema Water poured over the Sumas River dike 

bordering Rob Beukens’ farm for many 
hours before breaking open.

Rob looks in disbelief at the massive hole where the dike 
failed.

The dike is repaired and raised a half meter 
with an engineered spillway included.

Rob’s fields still bear the scars of the tons of scouring 
water that gouged out a deep lake and carried trees and 
debris across his farm.
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