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Dan and Jolene of Gietema Farms 
in Enderby are proud to announce 
the birth of their daughter, Lyla 
Sylvia Gietema, born September 
7, weighing 5lbs 8oz. Also excited 
are big brothers Harvey, Jacob, 
and Brodie and grandparents John 
and Louise De Jong of Bewelcome 
Farms, Deroche and Harvey and 
Brigitte Gietema of Whatcom 
Acres Farm, Abbotsford.

Congratulations to Camilla 
Delloca and Brad Driessen, who 
were married Saturday, July 30, 
2022. Camilla is the daughter of 
Richard and Tiffany Delloca of 
Delloca Farms in Deroche, and 
Brad is the son of Fred and Rose 
Driessen of Driessen Farms, also 
in Deroche. The wedding and 
reception were held in the field 
at the bride’s parents’ farm. It 
was a hot day, but it was enjoyed 
by all their family and friends 
who came to celebrate with 
them, especially their adorable 
little daughter Carter. After a 
little getaway, the happy couple 
returned home to Driessen 
Farms, where they continue to 
work and raise Carter with the 
rest of the crew on the farm.

John and Judy Chard of Joamy Farm Ltd in Dewdney and Ed and Trina Legault 
from Hatzic are pleased to announce the marriage of Dannielle Chard and Eric 
Legault. On August 27, they had a beautiful ceremony held on the bride’s family 
farm property. The couple arrived in true farm style to their reception, riding 
in the tractor bucket! Congratulations and best wishes to the happy couple!

John Court DeWitt
March 24, 1961 –  

September 3, 2022

Bruno 
Giacomazzi
April 6, 1937 –  

October 10, 2022

“I was born on March 24, 1961 to Dutch 
immigrants Chris and Nellie DeWitt in New 
Westminster, BC. When I was 9, we moved to 
Sicamous in the spring of 1970.
In 1978, I drove to Saskatchewan and worked 

for the Wiens family in Dalmeny. God had a 
plan. This short experience grounded me for 
my future in farming and life. I came to them 

in May and by August, I knew that I had to go back home…I really missed 
my Mom.
Joni and I had our first date in 1979 at the IPE. I went to youth group with 

her and came to know Jesus as my Savior. At Christmas time, I gave Joni a 
hope chest and proposed to her. We were married on August 9, 1980.
We moved to our little “farm on the hill” on Solsqua Road in Sicamous 

after a year working down at the coast. Our kids started joining us. Lexi 
1981, Colby 1983, Nicolas 1986, and Steffanie 1988. Things were not always 
easy. God was our strength then, and He still is today.
In 1992, we were able to trade our farm for the Ekkel farm next door to the 

Simantons in Crestomere, Alberta. Almost a year to the day, in 1993, our 
oldest son Colby went home to be with the Lord…at this time God was our 
strength!
I was finally diagnosed with Muscular Dystrophy in 1996. We sold the farm 

and moved home to Sicamous in 1997. By fall of 1998 we started farming 
again…on farm #4. We decided to buy a second farm down the road to 
secure a future for our family…which is known to this day as Daridelite 
Farm (farm #5).
"My ultimate goal in life was to finish well, and spend eternity with my 

Savior…work hard, do the best I can, and have no unfinished business…
Live God’s way.”
John joined his eldest son, Colby. He left behind his wife Joni, his children 

Lexi and Jeff, Nic and Lindy, Steffi and Steven, Robbi and Lyle, and his thirteen 
grandchildren. “Papa” to his grandkids…he shared so much wisdom in his 
lifetime that they will cherish forever.
John’s entire dictated story can be read on our website: holsteinnews.com

Bruno passed away suddenly, but 
peacefully, at home on the Aldergrove 
farm Thanksgiving Day, October 10, 
2022. Bruno was born in a one-room 
mining cabin in Mercoal, Alberta on 

April 6, 1937 to Amabile and Primo Giacomazzi. Primo worked in the mine 
alongside his brother Leone. In 1938 the four Italians (Leone, his wife Luisa, 
Primo and Amabile, along with two children- Roy and Bruno) purchased 
an 80-acre, half forested property in Aldergrove, BC and began farming.
Joining the local 4-H club fostered Bruno’s love of showing, judging, and 

raising purebred Holstein cattle. In 1954, Bruno met his future wife, Shirley, 
on her parents’ farm in Ladner, BC for a judging day (Shirley’s dad Bill also 
had a love of purebred cattle). Their next meeting was the following year at 
the Pacific National Exhibition where they met in the cattle wash rack while 
preparing their 4-H projects for competition. Bruno and Shirley married on 
February 28, 1959, and in 1963, Bruno and Shirley purchased the farm and 
renamed it Brondell Holsteins.
An accomplished official cattle judge, Bruno judged cattle shows across 

North America, in Venezuela, and Columbia. He devoted much time to 
working with and mentoring youth, particularly in the cattle industry. Bruno 
was a founding member of the Western Canadian Classic junior dairy show, 
and he chaired and served on numerous agricultural committees over the 
years.
Bruno was also an avid Vancouver Canucks season’s ticket holder, attending 

games with Shirley since the 1960’s. He was a curling enthusiast in both 
the Abbotsford and Langley leagues, and in his later years took up lawn 
bowling. Bruno made friends everywhere he went and always had a joke 
or story to tell. Bruno will always be remembered as a kind, loving, and 
generous man who loved to dance, spend time with his family and friends, 
and cheer on his favorite sports teams.
Bruno is survived by his devoted wife of 63 years Shirley, his four children, 

Donald Giacomazzi, Jill Thimer (Greg), Tom Giacomazzi (Michele), Terri 
Giacomazzi (Jon), his two sisters, Gina Alary (Dan), Bruna Giacomazzi 
(Bob), and numerous grand children and great grandchildren.
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Edwin and Kari Crandlemire 
(Wal ly  Ann Holsteins, 
Grindrod) and Anthony and 
Liza Lawson (Salmon Arm) 
are beyond thrilled that their 
kids tied the knot September 
3, 2022. Jordan and Chanelle 
were married on the Shuswap 
River in Mara, at a property 
owned by the groom’s parents, 
surrounded by all the people 
they love the most. We wish 
them all the happiness in the 
world!

September 2, 2022 was a beautiful 
sunny day at Martiann Holsteins 
in Delta! Family and friends from 
far and wide gathered on the 
farm to witness the exchange 
of vows of Lorna Hamming, 
daughter of Perry and Angela, 
and Kenny McRae, son of Jim 
and Robin (Ontario). This was 
followed by a fun-filled reception 
full of laughter, wonderful food – 
including Lorna’s home-made ice-
cream for dessert, and dancing 
long into the night! The happy 
couple now reside on the farm.
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Ronald Allen Faber
April 24, 1962 – October 11, 2022

Tuesday, October 11th, 2022, Ron Faber of Abbotsford, passed away while at 
home with his wife Jennifer.
He was a son, brother, husband, best friend, father, grandfather. Ron was 

a dairy farmer, chicken farmer, cattle broker, a skilled rider, accomplished 
fisherman and a natural on the open waters living life to its absolute fullest. 
He had a heart softer and kinder than most could appreciate!
Quirky smiles and quiet replies pulled everyone to laugh with him. His 

exuberant sense of fun drew everyone together in celebration of any occasion. 
Those he touched were privileged and blessed to know him. He was truly 
beyond one in a million.
Simply said Ron was a good man, a forever happy man full of love and 

integrity. He did not ask for anything but friendship.
He is survived by his loving wife Jennifer Faber, daughter Carlin (Chris) Elliot, 

son Fred (Christine) Faber, son Joey Faber; stepdaughters Bryanna and Brooke, 
and six grandchildren: Jackson, Annalise, Brantley, Alexis, Madison and Natalie.

Edward Brunoro 
September 23, 1939 – 
September 25, 2022

Berend (Bert)  
Huizing

December 26, 1931 –  
October 6, 2022

You could tell what kind of man Edward 
Brunoro was just by looking at his hands. 
They were big, strong, and calloused. He 
loved to get them dirty. They were the hands 
that cleared the land he farmed almost his 
entire life.
Edward was about five years old when 
his parents, immigrants from Italy, took a 
chance and bought land in Aldergrove. He 

began his education in a little two-room country school called Patricia, only 
speaking Italian when he entered the first grade. Rarely ever taking a day 
off, his family slowly cleared the land and transformed something wild into 
something beautiful – a dairy farm where Ed raised his own five children along 
with his wife Marge. The farm is still in the family, now run by one of Ed’s sons.
He coached several of his sons’ hockey teams, also playing hockey himself 
with the “Old Timers” into his seventies. He had his first heart attack on the 
ice, and in typical Ed fashion, he went to the bench instead of the doctor. But 
that didn’t keep him away from the rink for long.
He also served as a director with the Mainland Dairymen’s Association. Ed 
was still driving tractor and working on the farm until a few months before 
his death.
Ed and Marge were always a team. Ed would start a sentence and Marge would 
finish it. They prayed together and made decisions together. They worked 
side-by-side for 57 years.
Edward died September 25, 2022, a few days after his 83rd birthday. He instilled 
in each of his children and grandchildren a strong work ethic and a desire to 
make the world a better place.
If you knew Ed, you knew he wasn’t afraid to speak his mind. Tough on the 
outside, kind-hearted on the inside, he was committed to helping those in 
need. It’s not something he would talk about. It’s just something he did.
Ed lived up to the word father and he lived up to what it means to be a man. 
He was a protector, and a provider. He put his faith in Christ. Edward was 
authentic. He was one of a kind.
And he is deeply missed by his wife Marge, his children Gail, Michele, Daryl, 
Carolyn and Brian, and many friends.

Berend was born in Zuidwolde, 
Netherlands to Berend and Roelfina 
Huizing, the fifth of twelve children. 
He grew up as a farmer’s son and 
that became an integral part of who 
he was. In 1954 Bert, wanting a better 
life for his family, took a leap of faith 
and immigrated with most of his family 
to Canada, making their home in Iron 
Springs, Alberta. There they worked on 
a sugar beet farm as a family, living and 
working there. Bert also had a few other 
jobs, including digging post holes for 

fencing and working on the railway. Early in 1958 he invited Styntje (Tina), 
who he had met through his sister, to come join him with his family to test 
out life in Canada. By July, they were engaged and travelled back to Holland 
at the end of the year and were married on January 22, 1959.
In November of 1959 they moved to the Fraser Valley and settled in Sumas 

where Bert worked as a farmhand. In 1967 they moved to the farm in Matsqui 
which they rented until they were able to purchase it in 1972. Life on the 
farm was busy with their growing family but Bert and Tina were a team and 
together they built a beautiful place, full of love and laughter.
Bert loved the land. He was a farmer to his core. Despite only having a 

formal education to Grade 6, along with some agricultural schooling, he 
was incredibly knowledgeable in many areas of life. He was well-read and 
enjoyed life-long learning.
He loved his family fiercely, giving the gift of his time and love generously. 

He was quite likely the most positive person you would ever meet, always 
with a twinkle in his eye.
Bert’s love of the Lord topped it all. He lived out his faith in plain sight. 

Always trusting, always loving, always thankful, right until the very end.
He was predeceased by his dear wife Styntje (Tina) in 2014 and is survived 

by his loving family Chris (Diana), Phil (Karen), Howard (Sarah), Joy (Bart), 
Marlene (Andreas), 18 grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.


