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24-27 Holstein Canada National Convention 
Wednesday-Saturday, Charlottetown, 
PEI. See www.holstein.ca/Public/
en/News-Events/National_Holstein_
Convention/National_Holstein_
Convention for more info.

26 Dewdney Deroche DHI Banquet 
Friday, Deroche Community Hall. Doors 
open 6:30pm, dinner 7pm. Contact: 
Brett Vander Wyk 604-864-1107.

27 NOK DHI Banquet Saturday, 
Enderby Drill Hall. Doors open 6:30, 
dinner at 7:30. For more info, 
contact Paul Syme (250-803-1804).

MAY

17 BC Holstein News Publishing Deadline 
for Summer 2019 issue, Friday, in mail 
June 18.
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PARTNERS  WITH THE WORLD’S BEST GENETIC & MILK REPLACER COMPANIES

WWW.STARGRO.CA  |  1.800.798.9204  |  INFO@STARGRO.CA

Delivering excellence in animal care supporting safe and sustainable food production 

 Dairy herd production medicine
 Leadership in animal health and welfare
 Embryo collection, freezing and sexing technologies
 IVF - advanced reproductive technologies
 Acupuncture and herbal complimentary therapies
 Milking parlour performance consultation
 Poultry health and performance medicine
 Quality service teamed with technical excellence

Abbotsford, British Columbia 
ph: 604.850.7577 

general@abbvet.ca 
www.abbvet.ca ABBOTSFORD VETERINARY CLINIC

Together we are animal care

Q UA L I T Y  E Q U I P M E N T  F O R  T H E  D A I R Y  FA R M E R

MENSCH
Manufactur i nG

Mensch Manufacturing, LLC
800.945.6678 Tel
info@MenschMFG.com
www.MenschMFG.com

Triaro Farms 519.848.2176 Tel
Alberta & Eastern Provinces

Janson Sales 616.813.4324 Tel
British Columbia

http://WWW.STARGRO.CA
mailto:INFO@STARGRO.CA
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The BC Dairy Association is here for you!
We are committed to providing dairy producers with 

up-to-date industry news and event information. 
Reach out to us if you would like to be added to the following:

Weekly electronic newsletter
If your farm does not receive this 
publication, let Christine Terpsma 
know at cterpsma@bcdairy.ca to be 
added to the list.

Producer emails directly 
to your inbox
Contact Carla Soutar at 
csoutar@bcdairy.ca to ensure you 
receive important updates.

Paper copy mail-outs
Not receiving paper correspondence? 
Check with csoutar@bcdairy.ca to 
make sure your farm address is correct.

Check out 
our website,  

www.bcdairy.ca 
and be sure to follow 
@BCmilk on Twitter, 

Facebook and 
Instagram!

 MAY
 17-20 Cloverdale Rodeo & Country Fair Friday-Monday, Cloverdale Fairgrounds. 

See http://cloverdalerodeo.com/ for all the details.

 JUNE

 1 WCC Application Deadline Saturday. Contact Angela Hamming 
(pahamming@dccnet.com) for application form.

 1-2 Yarrow Days Saturday & Sunday, Downtown Yarrow.

 1 Yarrow Days Parade Saturday 10am. Theme: Cows & Plows (for World Milk Day)

 14 NOK Holstein Club Golf Tournament Friday 9:30am, Birchdale Golf Course, 
Grindrod. Contact Corissa Haambuckers (haambuckerscorissa5@gmail.com) 
or Ray Brink (250-253-6798) for more info.

 18 Vancouver Island Holstein Club Golf Tournament 
Tuesday 9:30am Putting Contest, 10am Shot Gun Start, Cowichan Golf Course. 
Contact Cindy Wikkerink (250-701-2862) for more info.

 JULY

 TBA BC Branch Picnic Date and location TBA.

 10 Vancouver Island Holstein Club 4-H Clipping Wednesday 11AM, 
Cowichan Exhibition Grounds. Continued on page 41

COMING UP Continued from front cover

http://www.holsteinnews.com
mailto:karen@holsteinnews.com
mailto:cterpsma@bcdairy.ca
mailto:csoutar@bcdairy.ca
mailto:csoutar@bcdairy.ca
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mailto:haambuckerscorissa5@gmail.com


4      BC HOLSTEIN NEWS  •  SPRING 2019

By Tars Cheema

It was the spring of 1979 and four 
very enthusiastic guys were 
plotting out the beginnings of an 
inaugural purebred sale which 
would super-charge the BC 
Holstein breeding industry for 
many years. Dick Carlson, Pete 
Beck, John Brown and Gerry 
Holt unintentionally ruffled a few 
feathers at the BC Branch with 
their big plans for the Dogwood 
Classic sale. The sale would 
become a CFV Holstein Club event 
and by all accounts, it was a roaring 
success. But what every big event 
needs is promotion! And that was 
the genesis of the BC Holstein 
News story... 40 years ago!

Jerry Strandlund had started the 
Northwest Holstein News only a few 
years earlier in Washington state, so he 
was approached to produce a similar 
publication to promote the Dogwood 
Classic. In fact, Jerry played a dual role, 
since he had recently become the most 
popular cattle photographer, and pictures 
of sale animals were crucial. “This was the 
‘heyday’ of cattle merchandising. I was 
publishing a newspaper every month in 
Washington,” recalls Jerry. “ET was taking 
off, there were sales and shows all over the 
northwest, and everyone wanted pictures. 
There were big dollars being spent, and 
the same wave was rolling across BC,” 
explains Jerry. Dick Carlson stated the 
need for a strong sale like the Dogwood 
in the west. “We needed a real sale – an 
honest sale with no BS,” Dick asserts. “The 
PNE sales commanded a premium but the 
quality of cattle wasn’t always great; too 
many would sell their bottom-enders.”

Together with the help of Barb Souter, Jerry 
produced the first issues of BC Holstein 
News in June, July and October of 1979.

“I was involved from the first issue, writing 

Happy Birthday 
BC Holstein News!

40 Years old and Looking Good!

feature articles and editorial material for 
the paper, and helping with the distribution 
in BC,” reminisces Barb. From the get-go, 
the breeders on Vancouver Island latched 
onto the promotional possibilities in the 
very first issue. “Vancouver Island Holstein 
breeders asked Jerry if he would put out 
a second issue in July to promote their 
annual club sale, and again this issue was 
popular with many breeders advertising 
their herds and sale consignments,” Barb 
adds. With so much on his plate already, 
Jerry asked Barb, who was skilled in 
journalism, reporting and photography, if 
she would like to take over the BC Holstein 
News. Well, to throw out a well-worn 
cliché, ‘the rest is history!’ From January 
1980, Barb dove in, with a clear intent 
to make the newspaper informative and 
interesting to families across BC. “I always 
thought the paper should be as much 
about the people who love and care for the 
cows, as about the cows themselves, and 
news of the dairy industry,” shares Barb. 
And much like family farm businesses, 
the kids invariably get pulled in to help! 
“It’s been gratifying to me to see that 
‘Udder News’ has remained a popular 
feature of each issue, as we keep in touch 
with what’s going on in the lives of those 
involved with dairy cattle.” Barb was right 
– the paper found its niche in connecting 
the lives of farming families, with the dairy 
cattle business.

Everyone knows that times have changed; 
cattle merchandising is certainly not what 
it used to be and the business of breeding, 
showing and selling has shrunk to the 
‘one percent.’ It’s hardly a local game any 
longer. Add in digital/internet/social-
media technologies and the foundation 
of advertising in print media has nearly 

crumbled. Genomics and IVF have taken 
herd improvement to an entirely different 
ballpark. We’re not in Kansas anymore!

But this isn’t the end of the story. BC 
Holstein News has continued strong for 
40 years, adapting to new technologies 
and new rhythms in the dairy industry, 
while continuing to document all that 
makes our industry a specially-connected 
sector of agriculture. I love to look back 
through old issues of the newspaper and 
Directory – they are time-capsules of our 
lives! The people, the cows, the bulls, the 
machinery, the events and issues. We may 
be so busy living our lives each day that 
we don’t consider documenting these 
moments as important. But there comes 
a time in everyone’s story when we want to 
retrace our steps and recall our journeys 
– to savour once more each bite of our 
past – and the BC Holstein News helps us 
do just that. The ads that breeder herds 
placed over the decades have become 
like fingerprints of their farms, herds 
and families. And while I understand why 
breeder ads have slowed to a trickle, it still 
leaves me a little sad that so many won’t 
have these precious archival fragments to 
look back upon.

I’m thrilled to be giving the BC Holstein 
News an injection of adrenalin – and I 
intend to capture the stories and events 
that should be told now and preserved 
for the future. Yes, dairying must be a 
profitable business, or everything falls 
apart – but the richness of it comes from 
the collective enthusiasm and momentum 
of agribusinesses, farms, corporate 
businesses, industry associations and all 
the people that intersect because of our 
common denominator – the dairy cow.

So, I offer my thanks and 
appreciation to the first Dogwood 
Committee, Jerry, Barb, the 
Booys and all those who assisted 
in making this newspaper such 
an important part of BC’s dairy 
story. A special thanks to the 
advertisers and sponsors who 
make it all possible! Cheers!! 

Thank you to all the 
agribusinesses for their 
sponsorship of the 
2019 BC Holstein  
Spring Show.

PLATINUM
Westcoast Holsteins
Abbotsford Vet Clinic
Abby Stockyards
BC Farm & Ranch Realty
Chinook Dairy Services
Meadow Valley Meats
Ricky’s Restaurant

GOLD 
Farm Credit Canada
WestGen

SILVER 
AR-PE Hooftrimming
PrairieCoast Equipment
Artex
CIBC
RBC
Scotiabank
TD Canada Trust
HSBC
Linterra
VJV Auctions

BRONZE 
BMO
Dual Kloot Construction
Mertin GM
Ritchie Smith Feeds
Select Sires
Trouw Nutrition
Vanderveen Hay Sales
Pacific Dairy Centre
TNT Hay Sales
Dairy-Crop Solutions
Southern Irrigation
J&D Farmers Dairy Service
Avenue Farm Machinery  
Holstein Canada

What a fantastic show the 2019 
BC Holstein Spring Show was! 
Congratulations to ALL of the exhibitors. 
235 head competed for $240,000 in 
prize money. Our Judge, Mark Rueth, 
did a great job sorting through the tough 
competition. We were thrilled to host 
exhibitors from BC to Quebec and from 
the USA. This year we re-introduced a 
Youth Showmanship competition with 
the generous support of the Abbotsford 
Vet Clinic. Our judge was Devin O’Hara 
from Ontario. Congratulations to all of 
the winners. We really need to thank 
our sponsors! What an amazing group 
of companies that are willing to support 
this growing show. 

I also want to thank the organizing 
committee: Amanda Luymes, Amanda 
Poelman, Gina Hammbuckers, Jill 
Hoeppner, Joanna Barclay, Lexi DeJong 
and Joan Wikkerink. These committee 
members put in a lot of time to make 
it all happen. I also want to thank John 
Copithorne for being our Emcee, Kristin 
Dahl for calculating points on show day 
and Brenda Stoker for her help with the 
show ring decorations. Special thanks to 
Leanne Dillon and her family and Jolaine 
Keis for also helping with the logistics 
and decorations. Special thanks to 
Westcoast Holsteins for hosting the Show 
Reception and to their crew for their help 
in setting up and taking down after the 
event. Thanks to the staff at Heritage 
Park for their help during the event. See 
you all next year!

Carl Barclay 
2019 BC Spring Show Chairman

Tars’Tale-Spins
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(photo 1)

The Pee-Wee 
class drew 
smiles all 
around!

(photo 3)

The Abbotsford Vet Clinic Team is thrilled to sponsor this youth event. 
(L-R) Drs. Rich Vanderwal, James Patterson and Steph Rhebergen, Champion 
Showman Laurie Borque, Reserve Showman Keaton Phoenix, Honourable 
Mention Showman Caitlyn Tuytel, Drs. Dave Dykshorn and Lauren Lyzenga.

(photo 2)

Judge Devin O’Hara demonstrates 
an important element of youth 
competition – explaining and 
teaching with kindness.

By Amanda Poelman

The BC Holstein Branch was honoured to 
dedicate this year’s BC Holstein Spring 
Show to Rudy and Trudy Russenberger of 
Alpina Dairy Farm Ltd., Abbotsford.

After immigrating from Switzerland, Rudy’s 
parents Martin and Dorothy moved Alpina 
to its current location in 1966. The location 
itself is quite unique in that you can see 
both the snowy peaks of Washington’s Mt. 
Baker as well as Agassiz’s Mt. Cheam from 
the aptly named farm. While Martin was 
most interested in field work, he was very 
supportive of Rudy’s interest in breeding 
and genetics and actively encouraged 
Rudy to improve the herd.

With a keen eye for good cows and following 
his father’s advice to ‘buy near the top of 
the sale if you’re going to buy,’ Rudy made 
a few key purchases early on that resulted 
in several of Alpina’s most well-known 
foundation cows. The “S” family, anchored 
by ALPINA MONITOR SOPHIE VG 3*, and her 
daughter ALPINA BLACKSTAR SAPPHIRE 
EX 5E 4*, were key point contributors for 
the herd’s two Master Breeder Shields, 
earned in 1998 and 2012. Investments in 
cows like LANGVIEW STARLITE MELODY 
VG-86 7* and ALTAGEN JED RASIE VG-86 
7* have also made a big impact on the herd 
through several generations. Most notably, 
Rasie’s son, Alpina Rapture EX, was a Class 
Extra sire that was actively marketed by 
Semex for many years.

While the Russenbergers don’t purchase 
many cattle anymore, instead choosing 
to focus on their own genetics, the 
purchase of RAINYRIDGE BLITZ CYBELE 
VG-88 6* with Dahlia Holsteins in 2007, 
has led to several barn favourites and 
international success. Her daughter, 

By Tars Cheema

Abbotsford Vet Clinic’s generous 
sponsorship of the 2019 Youth 
Showmanship event at the BC Spring 
Show was a highlight, allowing dairy youth 
to showcase their talents at the first such 
event of 2019. Setting the tone of the 
competition, and creating the greatest 
smiles, was the Pee-Wee class. These 
young-uns, mostly with an adult escort 
managing the much-larger heifers, stole 
everyone’s hearts. Whether they realized 
it or not, this participation will ease their 
comfort and familiarity with the ring in 
years to come, making it easier to focus on 

BC Holstein Youth Showmanship

showing as a priority. But today was about 
smiles and fun!

Patient and methodical, Judge Devin 
O’Hara of Dandyland Holsteins, Ontario, 
smoothly put each class through the 
routine and took time to give helpful 
advice. Assisting the judge as Ringman 
was the newest veterinarian at Abbotsford 
Vet Clinic – Dr. James Patterson. He too, 
grew up dairy farming (in Northern Ireland) 
and spent many-a-summer prepping 
and showing his dairy heifers at local 
competitions. After completing his vet 
degree in Scotland, he worked in a dairy 
practice in England before moving to BC 
with his fiancée, Ainsley – Welcome!

In all, 34 youth competed in Junior, 
Intermediate and Senior categories. 
Beyond the ribbons and star-power, the 
Grand, Reserve and Honourable Mention 
winners took home cash prizes of $500, 
$300 and $100 respectively! Even better 
was that every participant went home with 
a sweatshirt or hoodie for their efforts, 
and encouragement, which hopefully will 
develop their character even further.

Junior Showmanship:
1. Caitlyn Tuytel 
2. Kaycee Meier 
3. Hayden Thompson 
4. Olivia Dueck

Intermediate Showmanship:
1. Keaton Phoenix 
2. Ethan Neinhuis 
3. Chloe Vanderkooi 
4. Owen Bosma 
5. Zoey Hamming

Senior Showmanship:
1. Laurie Borque 
2. Erin Drydyk 
3. Taylia Rees 
4. Shaelyn Kooyman 
5. Nicki Meier         

Above: Trudy & Rudy Russenberger 
of Alpina Dairy Farm Ltd.
Left: ALPINA GOLDWYN CYRUS 
VG-88 is a current favourite of the 
Russenbergers.

2019 BC Holstein Spring Show Dedication

MURRIBROOK GOLDWYN CANDACE EX-
93-AUS, has been Intermediate and Senior 
Champion at International Dairy Week in 
Australia, as well as Grand Champion of 
the Sydney Royal Show. Candace’s sister, 
ALPINA GOLDWYN CYRUS VG-88, is still 
a current favourite of the Russenbergers 
and epitomizes the type of long living, 
balanced cow that Rudy has built his 

breeding program on.

Married in 1985, Rudy and Trudy took over 
ownership of the farm in 1992, and raised 
their five children, Martin, Kristal, David, 
Kurtis and Woodrow, on the farm. While 
the kids have gone off and pursued various 
interests, son David and his wife Erica are 
home farming full-time alongside Rudy 
and Trudy, who are now slowing down a 

little and enjoying their six grandchildren.

Alpina Dairy Farm hosts tour groups from 
around the world on a regular basis and is 
still one of the most requested herds to 
visit, due to their immaculate facility - a 
high-ceiling freestall barn and double-10 
Westfalia Surge parallel parlour completed 
in 2006, and their consistently well-
balanced herd of cattle, not to mention 
the typical Russenberger hospitality!

Both Rudy and Trudy, who can often be 
found sharing the day-to-day tasks of the 
farm together, have been involved in the 
Holstein breed activities in the Central 
Fraser Valley. Rudy served several years 
in the Central Fraser Valley Holstein 
Club in various roles, and was very 
active on the BC Branch, often serving 
in the area of Finance, a committee that 
he chaired during the 2009 National 
Holstein Convention. A strong advocate 
of classification and breed improvement, 
Rudy also served on the Classification 
Advisory Committee at Holstein Canada 
and did two terms as a Director on the 
WestGen Board. Trudy was a leader with 
the Sumas Holstein 4-H Club for years 
while their children participated in the 
club, and the Russenbergers have kindly 
lent out many 4-H calves over the years and 
continue to do so. Additionally, Rudy and 
Trudy have hosted classification nights 
and judging nights at their farm, as well as 
participating in the once popular Central 
Club Holstein Futurity competition, which 
they won on several occasions.

With gratitude for all that they have given 
to the dairy industry in British Columbia 
in various capacities, the BC Holstein 
Branch was pleased to dedicate this year’s 
BC Holstein Spring Show to Rudy and 
Trudy Russenberger. 
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(photo 1)

R&W Junior Champions: (L-R) Peter Sinnott (Ritchie-Smith Feeds, 
sponsor), BC Holstein Princess Leah Goertzen, Reserve WESTCOAST 
JORDY ASPEN, Jeff Kooyman (Westcoast Holsteins), 
Junior R&W Champion MS HOT OFF THE PRESS (Westcoast Holsteins), 
Brian Carscadden, Judge Mark Rueth.

(photo 2)

Junior Champions: (L-R) Judge Mark Rueth, Melanie Lantz (RBC, 
sponsor), BC Holstein Princess Leah Goertzen, Reserve MS HOT OFF 
THE PRESS, Brian Carscadden, Junior Champion RUTI CHIEF EMPRESS, 
Barclay Phoenix, Ian Crosbie (Benbie Holsteins), Todd Berger (Prairie 
Coast Equipment, sponsor), Kenton Lindenbach (Robella Holsteins).

(photo 3)

Intermediate Champions: (L-R) Lynda Ferris (TD Canada Trust, sponsor), 
BC Holstein Princess Leah Goertzen, Reserve MS APPLE ADRIANNA RED 
(Westcoast Holsteins), Jeff Kooyman, Intermediate Champion 
MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET RED (Westcoast Holsteins), Pat Conroy, 
Judge Mark Rueth, Doug Johnstone (AR-PE Hooftrimming, sponsor).

(photo 4)

Winning Senior 
Breeders Herd and 
Furthest Traveled! 
Ferme Jacobs, QC.

(photo 5)

Senior Champion Bred & Owned: (L-R) BC Holstein Princess Leah 
Goertzen, Reserve WESTCOAST DEFIANT ADDISION, (Westcoast 
Holsteins) Jeff Kooyman, Champion JACOBS LAUTHORITY LOANA, 
(Ferme Jacobs) Yan Jacobs, Judge Mark Rueth.

(photo 6)

Grand Champions R&W: (L-R) BC Holstein Princess Leah Goertzen, 
Reserve MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET RED, (Westcoast Holsteins), Barclay 
Phoenix, Grand WESTCOAST DEFIANT ADDISON, (Westcoast Holsteins) 
Jeff Kooyman, Judge Mark Rueth, Nicole Webb (FCC, sponsor).

(photo 8)

The Awesome Udders of the Champion cows! 
Congrats to Ferme Jacobs with the Champion (R), 
Robella/Benbie/Zimmer with Reserve Champion (C), 
and Stanhope-Wedgwood with Honourable Mention (L).
 

(photo 7)

Grand Champions: (L-R) BC Holstein Princess Leah Goertzen, Dibleen 
Grewal (CIBC, sponsor), Kenton Lindenbach (Robella Holsteins), ZIMMER 
KRUSADER AVA, (Robella, Benbie & Zimmer), Ian Crosbie, Grand JACOBS 
LAUTHORITY LOANA, (Ferme Jacobs), Yan Jacobs, Jean Jacobs, 
Gord Houweling (BC Farm & Ranch Realty, sponsor), Judge Mark Rueth.

Big Prizes Bring Out Best Udders and Big Entries!
2019 BC Spring Show Photo credit: Amanda Poelman
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By Amanda Poelman

Spring was definitely in the air at this year’s 
BC Holstein Spring Show, held March 22 
in Chilliwack. Exhibitors were treated 
to a brilliant sunny week against the 
picturesque Mt. Cheam backdrop. In one 
of the largest showings the Spring Show 
has ever had, 235 head of quality animals 
that came from as far east as Quebec 
and as far south as Washington, paraded 
before Judge Mark Rueth of Wisconsin. BC 
offered ‘bienvenue’ to Ferme Jacobs, who 
travelled over 4500 kms from Cap-Sante, 
QC, to participate in this year’s show, the 
first time in over 50 years that a herd has 
come from east of Manitoba. Others from 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, Washington and 
all over BC made the journey to compete 
for some $240,000 in prize money, making 
our Spring Show the richest show in North 
America and possibly, the world!

In the Junior division, Judge Mark Rueth 
selected RUTI CHIEF EMPRESS as his 
Junior Champion. Owned by Robella 
Holsteins and Benbie Holsteins (SK) 

and Barrvalley Holsteins (ON), the Chief 
daughter rose to the top of the Junior 
Yearling class, one of the largest classes 
of the day. She beat out MS HOT OFF THE 
PRESS-RED, the second place Junior 
Yearling, who claimed Reserve honours 
and was also named Junior Champion 
of the R&W show. Senior Yearling 
MILKSOURCE-I ANDREAS ROSETTE 
claimed Honourable Mention, while 
WESTCOAST JORDY ASPEN was named 
Reserve Junior Champion of the R&W 
division, both from Westcoast Holsteins.

The Intermediate championships were 
dominated by the R&W participants in 
the show with MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET, 
the first place Junior 3-Year Old, taking 
top spot. Following her for Reserve 
Intermediate honours was another entry 
from Westcoast, MS APPLE ADRIANNA, 
who was first Senior 3-Year Old. The 
second place Senior 3-Year Old, 
CORLANE GOLDCHIP LEMON 
earned Honourable Mention 
status for T&L Cattle.

WESTCOAST DEFIANT ADDISON earned 
Grand Champion honours in the R&W 
division, another feather in her cap after 
an impressive fall show season in 2018. 
She was followed by the Intermediate 
Champion MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET, who 
would be Reserve.

It was certainly worth the long drive 
for Ferme Jacobs who captured the 
coveted $20,000 Grand Champion prize 
with JACOBS LAUTHORITY LOANA. No 
stranger to the show ring, and now scored 
EX-97 3E, Loana was Grand and Reserve 
Supreme Champion at World Dairy Expo 
last fall, followed by Reserve Grand 
Champion at the Royal Winter Fair. The 
first place Mature Cow was also named 
Senior Champion Bred & Owned and was 
part of the winning Senior Breeders Herd 
for Ferme Jacobs. Loana edged out the 

second place Mature Cow, ZIMMER 
KRUSADER AVA, who is 
owned by Robella Holsteins 

(SK), Benbie Holsteins (SK) 
and Duane Zimmer (AB).

The exciting week was wrapped up with 
dinner hosted by the Kooyman family, 
where the last of the big prizes were 
announced. Capturing both Premier 
Exhibitor and Premier Breeder was 
Westcoast Holsteins, earning $20,000 for 
each. Runners-up for Premier Exhibitor 
was T&L Cattle and Stanhope-Wedgwood, 
while the Premier Breeder runners-up 
were Ferme Jacobs and Wedgwood 
Holsteins. In the Junior Division, Robella 
Holsteins earned the Junior Premier 
Breeder award and a cheque for $10,000, 
followed by Wedgwood Holsteins and 
Rietveld Dairies. Westcoast Holsteins 
tied with T&L Cattle for Junior Premier 
Exhibitor, followed by Robella Holsteins.

Congratulations to all the breeders and 
exhibitors of this year’s show, to the 
outstanding show committee who pulled 
it all off, and of course, to the generous 
sponsors, without whom this spectacular 
event would not have been possible! The 
2019 BC Spring Show will be one for the 
record books!

BC Spring Show Results
Senior Calf (20)
1. LAVENDER JORDY RAZZLE RED 

Exhibitor: Lavender Farms
2. ROBELLA SIDEKICK COCOABEAN 

Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins
3. RIETBEN SANDSTORM SIZZLE 

Exhibitor: Rietveld Dairies, Butte 
Holsteins & Lakefield Farms

4. SKYKOMISH GOLDCHIP GRACE 
Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.

5. MARTIANN HIGHOCTANE IZZY 613 
Exhibitor: Martiann Holsteins

Summer Yearling (28)
1. MILLEN SOLOMON ELLIE 

Exhibitor: Hamming Holsteins
2. RIETBEN KIPPER FIRECRACKER 

Exhibitor: Rietveld Dairies & 
Butte Holsteins

3. WEDGWOOD OVERWING PENELOPE 
Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood

4. TOLAMIKA IMPRESSION LACE 
Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.

5. WEDGWOOD AVALANCHE ROSIE 
Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood

Junior Yearling (28)
1. RUTI CHIEF EMPRESS 

Exhibitor: Robella, Benbie & Barrvalley
2. MS HOT OFF THE PRESS 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
3. WENDON GOLDWYN PRIM 

Exhibitor: Wendon Holsteins
4. CRAILA LIVELY SOL 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
5. OAKFIELD AVALAN LIBERTY 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Intermediate Yearling (24)
1. ROBELLA SOLOMON MERCY 

Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins
2. WESTCOAST JORDY ASPEN 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
3. CASH ATWOOD BRANDY 

Exhibitor: John Sunder & 
Ravendale Holsteins

4. MS SKYKOMISH DRMN CLAIRE 
Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.

5. PRESTIGE-GEN DIAMOND TARA 
Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.

Senior Yearling (18)
1. MILKSOURCE-I ANDREAS ROSETTE 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
2. BLONDIN CAPTURE LORIANN 

Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.
3. ROBELLA JASPER MORGAN
 Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins
4. APPLE-PTS ASIA
 Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.
5. SKYCREST LINEBACKER SNAIL MAIL 

Exhibitor: Skycrest Holsteins

Junior Group of Three (8)
1. John Sunder & Ravendale Holsteins
2. Robella Holsteins
3. Skycrest Holsteins
4. Wendon Holsteins
5. Lavender Farms

R&W Junior Champion
MS HOT OFF THE PRESS 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Reserve R&W Junior Champion
WESTCOAST JORDY ASPEN 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Junior Champion
RUTI CHIEF EMPRESS 
Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins, Benbie 
Holsteins & Barrvalley Holsteins

Reserve Junior Champion
MS HOT OFF THE PRESS 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Honourable Mention 
Junior Champion
MILKSOURCE-I ANDREAS ROSETTE 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Junior 2-Year Old (14)
1. ROBELLA BYWAY WHIPLASH 

Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins & 
Rockymountain Holsteins

2. WEDGWOOD JACOBY TAHLIA 
Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood

3. WEDGWOOD DANIEL RED ASSET 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

4. SKYCREST CONTROL SCRUNCHY 
Exhibitor: Skycrest Holsteins

5. BENBIE NOVO ZELDA 
Exhibitor: Benbie Holsteins

Senior 2-Year Old (19)
1. WESTCOAST EXPANDER LAURAMIE 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
2. WESTCOAST DBACK S RAVE 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
3. LIBERTY-GEN AWESOME AVALANCHE 

Exhibitor: Benbie Holsteins
4. PRINSE ABSOLUTE SATIN RED 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
5. JACOBS KINGBOY BONNIE 

Exhibitor: Ferme Jacobs

Junior 3-Year Old (12)
1. MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET RED
 Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
2. BROOKVILLA AVALANCHE GLACIER 

Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.
3. MOSNANG JACOBY ESCALADE 

Exhibitor: Mosnang Holsteins
4. WENDON DOORMAN ALWAYS 

Exhibitor: Wendon Holsteins
5. WEDGWOOD KINGBOY DELLA 

Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood

Senior 3-Year Old (18)
1. MS APPLE ADRIANNA-RED 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
2. CORLANE GOLDCHIP LEMON 

Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.
3. WEDGWOOD HI O LISSY 

Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood
4. SUNNYHOME INTEGRAL MARCIE 

Exhibitor: Benbie Holsteins, John 
Hylkema & Nienhuis Family Farm

5. OAKFIELD DOORMAN LEXIE 
Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.

Intermediate Champion
MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET RED 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Reserve Intermediate Champion
MS APPLE ADRIANNA-RED 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Honourable Mention 
Intermediate Champion
CORLANE GOLDCHIP LEMON 
Exhibitor: T&L Cattle Ltd.

4 -Year Old (24)
1. JACOBS BRADY ALIRA 

Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood
2. WESTCOAST DEFIANT ADDISON 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
3. JACOBS GOLD CHIP ABBIE 

Exhibitor: Ferme Jacobs
4. BENBIE DOORMAN PISCES 

Exhibitor: Benbie Holsteins
5. DUHIBOU FEVER PIRANHA 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

5-Year Old (13)
1. SCO-LO-KRUSE D NEMO 

Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins
2. WEBB VIEW MUTTERBALLS 

MUCCUTCHEN 
Exhibitor: Robella, Benbie & 
Lakefield Farm

3. LINDENRIGHT GOLD ANNABEL 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

4. WESTCOAST ABSOL RINA 
Exhibitor: Sunnyhome Farms

5. MORSAN MUCCUTCHEN BEHAVE 1848 
Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood

Mature Cow (15)
1. JACOBS LAUTHORITY LOANA 

Exhibitor: Ferme Jacobs
2. ZIMMER KRUSADER AVA 

Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins, Benbie 
Holsteins & Duane Zimmer

3. BERNALTA DUDE DRESSY 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

4. JACOBS GOLD LIANN 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

5. WEDGWOOD WH CAMOMILE 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Senior Breeders Herd (6)
1. Ferme Jacobs
2. Skycrest Holsteins
3. Wendon Holsteins

Senior Best Bred & Owned
JACOBS LAUTHORITY LOANA 
Exhibitor: Ferme Jacobs

Reserve Best Bred & Owned
WESTCOAST DEFIANT ADDISON 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

R&W Grand Champion
WESTCOAST DEFIANT ADDISON 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Reserve R&W Champion
MAIZ-N-BLU DB SCARLET RED 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Honourable Mention R&W Champion
MS APPLE ADRIANNA-RED 
Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins

Grand Champion
JACOBS LAUTHORITY LOANA 
Exhibitor: Ferme Jacobs

Reserve Grand Champion
ZIMMER KRUSADER AVA 
Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins, Benbie 
Holsteins & Duane Zimmer 
 
Honourable Mention Grand 
Champion
JACOBS BRADY ALIRA 
Exhibitor: Stanhope-Wedgwood

Production Award Winner
ZIMMER KRUSADER AVA 
Exhibitor: Robella Holsteins, Benbie 
Holsteins & Duane Zimmer

Herdsmanship Award
1. Skycrest Holsteins
2. Benbie/Robella
3. Stanhope-Wedgwood

Premier Exhibitor of the Junior Show
Westcoast Holsteins & T&L Cattle (TIE)

Premier Breeder of the Junior Show
Westcoast Holsteins

Premier Breeder
Westcoast Holsteins

Premier Exhibitor
Westcoast Holsteins 
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(photo 1)

Martin Rypma on the halter of 
DARIDELITE MOGUL DARBY VG-87-1yr, 
the first lot into the ring, bringing a 
price of $14,000.

(photo 2)

Ferme Jacobs added JACOBS HIGH OCTANE SATINY, who brought 
$6700. She is a daughter of MS GOLDWYN SATURDAY VG-89, the All-
Canadian & All-American and Reserve Intermediate Champion at World 
Dairy Expo in 2017.

(photo 3)

Lot 1 - DICKLANDS ABSOLUTELY UNSTOPABL, brought $41,000 and sold to 
Ferme Blondin, QC. The September ’18 Unstopabull daughter is currently 
the #1 Conformation Female and the #1 PTAT Female in the world.

Bradi-Lynn Kloot 
helps to sell Lot 4 
MEADOW GREEN 
UNSTOPABULL 
FIELD, a September 
’18 maternal sister 
to MEADOW GREEN 
ABSOLUTE FANNY 
EX-95 2E, 2X Grand 
Champion at the 
Royal Winter Fair. 
Bradi-Lynn gets 
a little help from 
mom Angela Kloot 
(Kooyman) and the 
calf brings $5700.

(photo 5 – can you crop out the people in the background?)

Second High Seller - Lot 1, DICKLANDS ABSOLUTELY UNSTOPABL (L-R) 
Tom DeGroot, Darren Kooyman, Barclay Phoenix, Gary Vanderpost, Erin 
Drydyk at the halter, with John Copithorne and Tim Abbott in the box.

(photo 6 - can you crop out the people in the background?)

Great sales staff for the Westcoast Classic! (Back row L-R) John 
Copithorne, Tim Abbott, Orville Schmidt. (Middle L-R) Barclay Phoenix, 
Dakota Doyle, Kyle Henderson, Tristan Rae, Jason Chorane, Jay 
Robertson, James Rhynes, Ethan Dillon, Chris Dillon. Front L-R) Levi 
Kooyman, Martin Rypma, Keaton Phoenix, Kassi Archambault, Erin 
Drydyk and Kyle Vaandrager.

Top 10 Sellers:
NAME PRICE

SIEMERS MILK BOMBI 30485 $200,000

DICKLANDS ABSOLUTELY UNSTOPABL $41,000

ELMBRIDGE DOORMAN ROLEX $18,000

SKYKOMISH TATOO ARROW $16,500

DARIDELITE MOGUL DARBY $14,000

CRAILA LIVELY SOL $11,000

WESTCOAST TATOO LA LIQUOR $10,500

WESTCOAST POSITIVE NAPPY 7876 $9500

TOLAMIKA CINDERDOOR CRISSIE $8200

WESTCOAST ALCOVE RIZA 7533 $7500

Photo credit:
Amanda Poelman

Impressive Selection of Great Genetics at the West Coast Classic Sale
By Amanda Poelman

A large crowd was on hand for the 2019 Westcoast Classic 
Sale held March 21, in conjunction with the BC Spring 
Show. The sale, managed by Westcoast Holsteins and 
Barclay Phoenix, averaged $7181 on 88 lots sold. The 
stellar lineup of cattle also included ten lots added from 
the Ferme Jacobs Tag Sale that had also taken place 
earlier in the week.

Topping the sale at $200,000 was SIEMERS MILK BOMBI 
30485-ET who sold in absentia. The October ‘18 heifer, 
sired by St Odile Milktime, has a GPA LPI of +3504 and a 
GTPI of +2932. Bombi’s sire stack is filled with former #1 
sires for type and her maternal line traces back to the 
BRAEDALE GYPSY GRAND VG-88 37* family.

Bringing in the second highest price of the day was Lot 
1, DICKLANDS ABSOLUTELY UNSTOPABL, who sold 
for $41,000. The fancy September ’18 heifer is sired by 
Unstopabull, the extremely popular Avalanche son. Her 
third dam is none other than KHW REGIMENT APPLE-RED 

EX-96 herself. The heifer, who sold with a possible embryo 
contract for six embryos, is currently the #1 Conformation 
heifer and the #1 R&W PTAT heifer in the world!

Rounding out the top three high sellers was Lot 79, 
ELMBRIDGE DOORMAN ROLEX VG-87, who is recently 
fresh with her second calf. The Doorman daughter, 
fresh since the beginning of January, is backed by five 
generations of Very Good dams and was consigned by 
Elmbridge Farms.

Ten lots from the Ferme Jacobs Tag Sale were added to 
the lineup on sale day and their pedigrees created a lot of 
excitement. A top price of $6500 was earned by JACOBS 
HIGH OCTANE SATINY and JACOBS DOORMAN BACARY. 
Satiny, who shows this year as a Summer Yearling, is sired 
by High Octane. Her dam is MS GOLDWYN SATURDAY VG-
89, who was All-American and All-Canadian in 2017 as 
well as Reserve Intermediate Champion at World Dairy 
Expo that year. DOORMAN BACARY VG-2yr was fresh 
again in January with her second calf and is a daughter 
of JACOBS GOLDWYN BRITANY EX-96 2E 11 , who was 

named Holstein Canada’s Cow of the Year in 2018.

Purchaser information was not confirmed by press 
deadline.
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(photo 4)

The dramatic setting of Hamming 
Holsteins in Vernon.

(photo 6)

HAMMING LUCKY CLARA EX-93 5E 12  was the 
first 93-point cow for Hamming Holsteins, 
completed two Superior Lactations and left 
six EX, eight VG and two GP daughters in the 
Hamming herd.

QUALITY PRODUCTS

SERVING BC FARMS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

WITH

18726 56TH AVENUE, 
SURREY, BC
604-576-1177

BONDED 
HAY DEALERS
• HAY • GRAIN
• PET FOOD
• SUPPLIES

The Pursuit of Breeding Perfection
No Time for Ugly Cows!

Walter and Peggy’s 
Harvest of 
Grandchildren! 
(L-R) Carson, Danielle, 
Cayden, Clayton, 
Hannah, Taya and Zoey.

By Amanda Poelman

When it comes to purebred dairy cattle breeding in 
Canada, attaining a Master Breeder Shield is the ultimate 
goal. It is the culmination of years of hard work and 
dedication to breeding the “Canadian Kind,” cows that 
excel in both type and production. For the Hamming 
family of Hamming Holsteins in Vernon, who have known 
they were in the Top 10 in their category for the past 
several years, the first week in January has brought 
added excitement and anticipation! This year the long-
awaited call from Holstein Canada made the dreams of 
Walter and Peggy, along with their sons Brian and Dave 
and their families, a reality.

Humble Beginnings 
Walter, together with his parents, Peter and Jane, and 
his siblings, immigrated to the Lower Mainland from 
the Netherlands in 1950. They began milking cows in 
a stanchion barn in the Pitt Polder in 1953 on 80 acres 
before growth necessitated a move to Pitt Meadows in 
1966. Walter left the farm to go plumbing for 10 years, 
returning full time when his brothers Cor and Martin left 
to start up their own dairies. Walter and Peggy’s three 
children, Brian, Dave and Brenda were all actively involved 
in the farm while participating in the Matsqui 4-H Holstein 
Club and the Western Canadian Classic program. In 1991, 
the family moved to Glen Valley and Walter took over the 

farm ownership from his dad, milking 90 cows in a double-
eight herringbone parlour and modern freestall barn.

While Brenda had moved to Alberta where she still lives 
with her husband Dan and two girls, Hannah and Danielle, 
Brian and Dave remained on the farm full time. Brian 
married Jill and has three boys, Clayton, Carson and 
Cayden. Dave and his wife Skye have two daughters Taya 
and Zoey. Due to land restrictions in Glen Valley and the 
loss of some key rental land, the family had no room to 
grow their cow numbers. “My dad always wanted to move 
to the Okanagan,” says Brian, “and there was lots of room 
to expand our business.” Since Brian and Dave both still 
had young families, it seemed like the right time to take 
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the plunge and move. “It only took three 
weeks for the Glen Valley farm to sell, so 
we were sure it was meant to be,” recalls 
Brian.

Okanagan residents since 2003, the 
Hammings have now grown Hamming 
Holsteins to a 175-head milking herd, while 
farming 500 acres of land that is seeded 
in corn, alfalfa and an alfalfa-grass mix. 
The current herd classification is 19 ME, 17 
EX, 108 VG and 35 GP with a Rolling Herd 
Average of 253-295-262.

The day-to-day activities at the farm are 
truly a family affair. With no hired help, 
everyone pitches in. Dave handles most of 
the computer work and Brian is in charge of 
most of the fieldwork. Brian’s son Clayton, 
who will be married next year, is home on 
the farm fulltime now and does most of 
the feeding of the herd. Walter still gets 
first dibs on what he wants to do, whether 
that be moving water or fieldwork, and 
he and Peggy like to go south during the 
winter. Jill takes care of all the paperwork 
and bookkeeping, and she and Skye 
alternate milking during the afternoons 
and on weekends. Dave and Brian handle 
all the decisions about the cows together, 
including breeding decisions, and make 
use of the GMate provided by WestGen.

“Our breeding philosophy hasn’t really 
changed over the years,” says Dave, “We 
still live by the slogan ‘We don’t get up to 
milk ugly cows’ and that will never change.” 
Selecting bulls that are at least +17 for type, 
sires like Jasper, Goldwyn, Windbrook, 
Sid, Atwood and Doorman were prevalent 
in their breeding program. Currently they 
use 90% genomic type sires, focusing on 
deep pedigrees and good rumps.

Consistent Cow Families
Four main cow families have been 
influential for the Master Breeder Shield. 
Purchased in 1994, LANGHOLM ESCHE VG-
87 4* completed two Superior Lactations 
and is backed by four consecutive Star 
Brood cows. While she only contributed 

three VG and six GP daughters herself, her 
progeny have continued to transmit the 
longevity that the ‘E’ family is known for.

SOUTHRISE STARDOM CRISSY VG-86 is the 
grandmother of the highest scored cow 
the Hamming family has had, HAMMING 
LUCKY CLARA EX-93 5E 12*. Clara, a 
fixture on the Hamming show string for 
several years, has left six EX, eight VG and 
two GP daughters while completing two 
Superior Lactations. Doorman daughters 
out of Clara’s three Excellent Atwood’s 
are still making an impact on the herd 
today and both Brian and Dave believe the 
influence of Clara on their herd has not 
fully been realized.

ELMBRIDGE GOLDWYN DARLING VG-88 19 
 was purchased as a calf with Chris Dewitt 
and goes back to the famed SNOW-N 
DENISES DELLIA EX-95 family. Extensive 
and successful flushing left five EX, 18 
VG and six GP daughters in the Hamming 
herd. Darling produced over 70,000 kgs of 
milk over her lifetime with BCAs of 278-
320-292, which resulted in three Superior 
Lactations and one Super 3 award; 
she was named BC’s Cow of the Year in 
2014. Darling’s best-known daughter is 
HAMMING WINDBROOK DARLINA EX-93 
3E, with three Superior Lactations, who 
became Hamming’s first Grand Champion 
at the North Okanagan Spring Show.

The fourth matriarch, HAMMING GOLDWYN 
SQUIRT EX-92 4 , has produced five EX, 
two VG and one GP daughters to date and 
has an impressive crop of granddaughters 
coming up through the ranks as well. Her 
dam, GOLDENSET LORENZO SQUIRT EX-
92 3E 3 , was the result of a Cousteau 
that was purchased at a time when the 
family needed milk cows, from a Central 
Fraser Valley Holstein Club sale.

Aside from the love of breeding excellent 
cows, the Hamming family really enjoys 
participating in shows together. They 
attend four major shows each year 
including the BC Spring Show, Okanagan 

Spring Show, Interior Provincial Exhibition 
and the Westerner Championship Show in 
Red Deer. The kids also participate in the 
large 4-H show held in Maple Ridge each 
summer. “Winning Grand Champion cow 
at the Okanagan Spring show the past two 
years, after being Reserve several times, 
was very exciting for us,” says Brian. 
“Taking a string out to the major shows is a 
good way to market our genetics.”

Not afraid to sell a good one, cows like 
HAMMING SID DARLA EX-91 was Junior 
Champion at the Vancouver Island 
Holstein Show and Reserve All-Western 
Junior Yearling in 2013, before being 
sold to Stanhope-Wedgwood just before 
show day at the BC Spring Show in 2014. 
She went on place first in the Junior 
2-Year Old class and was named Reserve 
Intermediate Champion and Honourable 
Mention Grand Champion. HAMMING 
GOLDWYN STEPH EX was first Junior 
2-Year Old at the Red Deer show in 2010, 
earning her All-Western Junior 2-Year Old 
that year and sold through the BC Gold 
Medal Sale the following spring to Sunny 
Vale Farm. SPRINGBEND REGINALD DRUM 
ROLL, who Cayden purchased on his own 
at the Springbend Dispersal sale, was 
Junior Champion at WCC in 2016, and was 
sold to T&L Cattle and Joel Phoenix and is 
now scored VG-89.

A Dream Becomes Reality
While the Hammings have prided 
themselves on breeding great cows for 
the past several decades and expanding 
their facilities as needed, new changes 
are once again on the horizon for them. 
Dave, Skye, Taya and Zoey will be moving 
to a new farm in Falkland, where they will 
milk 60 cows in a robotic facility under 
the name Tazo Farms, a prefix the girls 
started for their budding Jersey herd. “Our 
current farm is maxed out,” explains Brian, 
whose boys are involved with the farm on 
a regular basis. “As the kids graduate and 
come home to the farm, we needed to 
plan ahead so we have enough room to fit 

(photo 2)

ELMBRIDGE GOLDWYN DARLING VG-88 19* has earned three 
Superior Lactation Awards and one Super 3 award from 
Holstein Canada, while producing over 70,000 kgs lifetime. 
She was named BC’s Cow of the Year in 2014 and has left an 
incredible legacy in the Hamming herd.

(photo 5)

HAMMING DOORMAN 
DARILYN EX-3yr is a 
current herd favourite 
and a daughter of 
Goldwyn Darling.

(photo 7)

The Hamming family and crew was thrilled to 
clean up at the 2014 NOK Spring Show, with 
Junior Champion and Reserve, the Junior Group 
of Three, Reserve Intermediate Champion, and 
Premier Breeder/Exhibitor banners!

everyone,” adds Dave.

Outside of the farm, the Hamming family 
is very involved in a variety of activities. 
Dave is active with North Okanagan Team 
Roping and Rodeo and both Taya and 
Zoey have been very successful in barrel 
racing and goat tying on the High School 
Rodeo circuit and as members of the 
Little Britches Rodeo. All of the kids have 
been involved in the 4-H program, mainly 
in dairy, although Carson has completed 
beef projects as well. They have also all 
been members of Team BC in the WCC 
program throughout the years and can 
be seen participating with the family 
show string. Brian and Jill’s youngest son 
Cayden has played hockey at an elite level 
and is currently playing goal for the North 
Okanagan Knights at the Junior B level. 
Brian is the current BC Branch President 
and has also been President of the North 
Okanagan Holstein Club and the Salmon 
Arm District 4-H Council. He has also 
served as a 4-H leader and helped with 
WCC on a regular basis.

Expanding for the Future
Getting the Master Breeder call this past 
January was the thrill of a lifetime for 
Brian, who was in a BC Branch meeting 
when the call came in from Holstein 
Canada CEO Ann Louise Carson. “It was 
pretty hard to concentrate on the meeting 
after that!” says Brian. He had Ann Louise 
call Dave and Jill as well. “I called Skye 
and my parents right away,” says Dave, “It 
was very exciting!” Attaining the Master 
Breeder Shield has been the #1 goal for the 
Hammings for the past several decades 
and now with that dream attained, both 
Dave and Brian agree that the next goal 
will be to maintain the breeding status 
quo and begin working towards a second 
shield.

The Hamming family is both thrilled and 
humbled to receive their Master Breeder 
Shield this year and to have the opportunity 
to continue doing what they love to do as a 
family, for generations to come. 
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  Top photo:

Nicole poses with a 
Holstein Classifier to 
commemorate a special 
moment in 2016: Four 
generations of Nicrest 
cows all classified on 
the same day – three 
Excellent, and an 86 
point 2-year old!

  Lower left photo:

MORCREST MARKSMAN 
SASHA – the second 
sickly calf Nicole nursed 
to health – and her first 
Excellent!

  Lower right photo:

It all started with a runty 
twin – MORCREST ACE 
TAMI – the matriarch of 
Nicole’s herd.

As far as any of us know, young 
Nicole Parkinson was always 
agreeable, hard-working and most 
pleasant. But behind that dazzling 
smile and positive persona was a 
cranky, miserable, colicky baby! Her 
parents Dave and Peggy were worn 
out and it was her grandfather, 
Patrick Moran, who discovered the 
magic cure for the inconsolable 
child! She would accompany him to 
the stanchion barn at chore time, 
propped in a 5-gallon pail, and 
whether it was calming cow sounds 
or the pacifying hum of the vacuum 
pump, no one really cared…the end 
result was soothing silence from the 
churning child! And so began Nicole’s 
lifelong obsession with cows!

The Four-Year Old Farmer

Peggy was Patrick’s daughter, raised 
on Morcrest Farm, Mt. Lehman, and now 
they lived next door, making access to 
the dairy farm easy for little Nicole. When 
Grandpa gave four-year old Nicole her very 
own heifer, a match was struck, igniting 
a burning drive to work with cows that 
intensified over the years since! It’s both 
ironic and amusing that the calf wasn’t 
a stunning show prospect – quite the 
opposite – she was a runty twin with a 

Nicole Tuytel –
Born to Bond with 
Beautiful Bovines

WOMEN 
IN DAIRY

+

By Tars Cheema

Proudly 
sponsored by 
Scotiabank

For information on 
our complete suite of 
services, visit:
scotiabank.com/
agriculturalservices

When it comes to 
Agriculture, we get it.

dim future and was in desperate need of a 
nurse! And that’s exactly what Nicole did – 
bottle fed the runt for a year and smothered 
her with so much TLC that MORCREST ACE 
TAMI should have been called Butterball. 
It would take a R&W bull from Morcrest 
to eventually get Tami pregnant, though 
at five years, it was a “terrible calving 
with a huge heifer calf,” recalls Nicole 
with enviable clarity. It was 1989, and 
nine-year old Nicole registered NICREST 
PATRICK ACE CATHY, commemorating her 
recently-passed grandfather’s monumental 
and indelible influence on her life, and 
launching her very own Holstein prefix! It 
was also the year that she became a dairy 
farmer! “Mom was a teacher and dad 
worked for BC Tel. They made it clear that if 
I wanted cows, I would be milking them!” 
Nicole milked Tami before and after school, 
feeding calves with the excess milk. “Dad 
wasn’t a farm guy, but he enjoyed this time 
with me, and he set up a vacuum pump 
and a bucket milker.”

Pint-Size Parkinson in Big Boots

Having already caught the show-bug 
as a pre-clubber in 4-H, she knew she 
couldn’t show her precious Cathy unless 
the dam had an official production record. 
Despite the significant cost, she enrolled 
her only cow on official DHI, recalling Ted 
Sikora keeping this ‘herd visit’ on his route! 

Cathy became Champion Calf on 4-H 
Achievement Day and later won the 4-year 
old class at the Spring Show in ’95! “She 
was a really fancy heifer and Pete Beck 
wanted to buy her, but there’s no way I was 
going to sell!”

Nicole didn’t have much time for typical 
teenage pursuits – she had too many farm 
responsibilities! She was milking 4-5 cows 
twice a day, feeding the milk to Fred Philp’s 
calves, and working for Rob Donaldson 
after school. “I couldn’t have done this 
without Mom and Dad’s help. We had to 
clean the barn every weekend and make 
hay during the summer. Dad would use his 
holiday time to help me pour sections of 
concrete around my barn yard,” she recalls 
nostalgically. Not your typical teenager…

Don Fowles, who had worked for 
Nicole’s grandfather, was now milking 
his own 25 cows a few kilometers away, 
with Nicole helping him regularly. In ’92 
when he suffered a heart attack, it was 
12-year old Nicole who stepped in to milk 
and feed for him! Don’s father 
was Nicole’s personal driver, 
ensuring she could get 
chores done before and 
after school. “After Don 
recovered, he came to 
see me and handed me 
a cheque for $300 at my 
Grandma’s kitchen table. 

“I’ve been very 
fortunate – the 
people, the cows, 
farming with my 
family – I wouldn’t 
change it!”

scotiabank.com/agriculturalservices
scotiabank.com/agriculturalservices
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ELMBRIDGE FM LOVEABLE – 
the magic cross of Elmbridge 
and Nicrest breeding that 
produced a R&W Grand 
Champion at the Royal in 
2008 and 2009. 

  Far Right photo:

Behind this perfect family 
portrait in 2017 is a lot 
of work! Nicole, Caitlyn, 
Loveable, Pete and Brayden.

I was in shock – I never expected to be 
paid like this!” In the hands of a youngster, 
the unexpected bonus could have bought 
clothes, movies, or any number of frivolous 
things. But Nicole had grain to buy and 
bills to pay for DHI, classification and 
inseminations. Not Your Typical Teenager…

When Nicole was 14, her Grandma 
gave her a sick heifer calf in need of a TLC 
nurse. A few years later, this once-sick calf, 
MORCREST MARKSMAN SASHA, became 
Nicole’s very first Excellent cow!

Defining Moments and 
Undecorated Heroes

“Grandpa was my hero, and he was 
always breeding for red cows. This became 
my number one priority, especially after 
he died when I was just seven.” It was a 
horrendous loss for little Nicole, but as such 
moments can be, it shaped Nicole into who 
she is. “I knew it was never going to be the 
same without him, but I had to carry out his 
dream – to breed great red cows! Pat and 
Rob Donaldson were wonderful mentors for 
me as I worked for them after school. I loved 
showing and they liked good genetics too, 
so I got to join them at some shows.” Many 
of you will remember a sinewy old fellow 
named Fred Philps. Taking Nicole under his 
bony wing, he not only paid her to raise 
his heifers, he took her along to sales, and 
shared in her excitement when she received 
her DHI production reports. “Fred was the 
first one I called when I had my first 200 
BCA cow!” Fred immediately had her over 
for tea in celebration! “And I’ll never forget 
how Don’s complete trust in me to look 
after his herd built my self-confidence.”

1 + 1 = 30

Nineteen-year old Nicole was attending 
Fraser Valley College when she met Peter 
Tuytel at Agrifair. An upstanding young 
man who would classify with a high score, 
he shared the love of breeding and showing 
exceptional cattle. They married in 2000, 
and Nicole brought her family of six (cows) 
with her, making a herd of 30 in their tie-
stall barn. Though she completed her BA 
degree, her heart was meant to FARM! 
And so, from the age of 23, Nicole 
began her full-time dairying 
commitment, increasing the 

herd to 50, enjoying the same devotion to 
breeding framey, good-uddered cows with 
Peter. “Before we had kids, we both lived 
and breathed cows! We were all about 
the cows and it was fun,” declares Nicole, 
barely containing her excitement.

You can’t separate the cow-life from the 
cow-girl. Nicole recalls her greatest moments 
in this relatively short career – great cows 
and eminent farm achievements – 
that should not be a surprise. Many will 
remember DAVIDSONS RAIDER BRONZE, an 
obstinate, long-wearing show cow that was 
distinguished as the breed’s first 97-point 
Excellent cow! Purchased as a four-year 
old, she would go on to be named Grand 
Champion at the Chilliwack Exhibition 
in 1998/99. This once-in-a-lifetime cow 
made over 150,000kg in 11 lactations, 
was reconfirmed Excellent nine times, and 
calved the last time at 16 years! But there 
is one more special – ELMBRIDGE FM 
LOVEABLE RED EX-94-4E. She was sired by 
Nicrest Patrick Ace Fireman, a son of Rubens 
and grandson of Nicole’s first Nicrest cow – 
PATRICK ACE CATHY! “She started off as 
an immature two-year old – Peter wasn’t 
impressed,” Nicole laughs. But surprises 
can be a wonderful part of life. Loveable 
travelled to Madison as a three-year old 
and her show career took off! Loved by 
the judge, Loveable became the HM Grand 
Champion R&W in 2008, and a month later, 
was declared Grand Champion R&W at the 
Royal! The following year, Loveable, just a 
little more developed, was tapped as the 
Reserve Grand Champion R&W at Madison 
and Grand R&W at the Royal again! What 
could be more special? Experiencing this 
extraordinary achievement in Toronto 
with your 80-year old Grandma! “It was 
so unreal to share this moment with my 
Grandma – Loveable traced back to the 
original heifer that she and Grandpa gave 
me – that started all this,” Nicole recalls the 
moment with understandable emotion. She 
wasn’t just an extreme show cow – Loveable 
made over 101,000 kg in six lactations and 
left six Excellent daughters!

Cows such as Loveable helped propel Pete 
and Nicole to become the youngest 

Master Breeders at that time 
with their Elmbridge herd 

in 2010! Shortly after this 
stellar achievement, they 
were once again in the 
spotlight, being named 
BC’s Outstanding 
Young Farmers in 
2012! But farmers 
know all too well 
that every day can’t 

be rosettes and trophies. Tough moments 
are real, and life is full of them. “When 
Loveable died, it changed something – she 
was special, and to lose her suddenly was 
hard,” acknowledges Nicole. Perhaps these 
feelings were too similar to what seven-year 
old Nicole had felt when her Grandpa too 
left unexpectedly.

Balancing a Family with Farming

“I’m thrilled that Caitlyn (12) and 
Brayden (8) can farm along with us and 
experience what we love about our cow-
life.” Caitlyn already has her own prefix 
– ‘Tuyview’ and is keen on pedigrees and 
showing. “I love watching Caitlyn grow 
through 4-H – driven – like I was. Brayden 
has been a Cloverbud for three years, has 
his favourite cows and is already showing an 
interest in cropping.” But as all farm-moms 
know, it isn’t simple to balance the house, 
family and barn. “It’s hard. Sometimes the 
cows come first…dinner has to wait…the 
house has to wait… I struggle, and you just 
have to learn to let go of some things,” 
admits Nicole with honest acceptance. 
“I worry sometimes they see what we go 
through, but it’s a good life with the kids, 

they learn good lessons, sometimes dinner 
waits until we’ve calved the cow. We need 
to remember that hard lessons aren’t the 
end.”

“I’ve been very fortunate – the people, 
the cows, farming with my family – I 
wouldn’t change it!” she exclaims.

Nicole continues her Nicrest prefix 
for herself and her grandfather. Not 
only does Patrick Moran and that 
very first heifer remain ever-visible 
in Nicrest breeding (Patrick Ace), but 
he remains ever-present in Nicole’s 
heart, where the love for breeding 
great red cows was first planted and 
lovingly tended.
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BC Branch News

Winter has come and left quickly, and 
spring is finally here! Many temperature 
records were broken in British Columbia 
this year.

The BC Holstein Branch Spring Show 
took place at Heritage Park this year, 
starting on Monday the 18th to Friday the 
22nd. The show was very large, and I hope 
many enjoyed it. I know I did! There were 
many activities throughout the week. 
These were the Junior Showmanship 

Spring is taking its time to come this 
year in the Okanagan! For most farming 
families it begins the busiest time of 
the year – cropping, showing, breeding 
the next show winner and of course, 
maintaining regular chores.

Angela Hamming and I have just had the 
opportunity to travel to Toronto to attend 
the Holstein Canada Presidents Meeting, 
March 11-13. It was a great meeting, got to 
catch up with all Branch Presidents and 
Vice Presidents. We were given an update 

on the new “Compass” program they hope 
to launch in June with some test herds. 
For those that haven’t heard about this, 
Compass is a free web-based software 
tool designed to aid producers in making 
profitable breeding decisions, while 
maximizing their herds’ genetic potential. 
We were also given an on-farm demo of 
the new classification system with Bruno, 
a Holstein Canada classifier. It was great 
to see his passion, explaining the new 
system of analyzing a cow. They are now 
taking points away from cows that are 
too tall and more points emphasized for 
the rump. At the end we all want to see a 
functional Holstein cow. We all share one 
passion...breeding, showing, marketing, 
and getting to milk some of the nicest 
cows in the world!

This year’s BC Spring Show was a smashing 
success with increased prize money again 
and included a Red and White Show. 
We again welcomed cows from all over 

western Canada, as far as Quebec and into 
the States. The show grew from last year, 
becoming the biggest show that we have 
ever done, with over 260 entries. It was 
one of the highest quality shows that has 
ever been held in BC. We used Assist Expo 
to do all entries online, figure out pay-out 
and all the Premier Breeder and Exhibitor 
points. A big thanks to Gina Haambuckers 
for overseeing all entries. We’d also like 
to thank Carl Barclay and his committee 
for again putting in countless hours for 
organizing this world class event.

The BC Branch Golf Tournament is July 
17th at the Meadowlands Golf and Country 
Club. The BC Holstein Branch Annual 
Picnic date has not been decided yet but 
info to come soon!

Be sure to keep checking our website 
regularly for updates, pictures, comments 
from past and recent events. Also click 
“Like” on our Facebook page. We want to 
hear from you!

Congratulations to the exhibitors, 
organizers and sponsors of a world class 
BC Spring Show! It was also great to see 
so many people in the bleachers from the 
US and across Canada. Holstein Canada 
was again pleased to cooperate with the 
organizers in managing the Ethics portion 
and assisting with the judging school.

It’s always busy at HC this time of year. HC 
recently hosted the National Joint Branch 
meeting where two elected members 
from all nine branches met to share their 
provincial programs and get all updates 
from HC projects and programs. This 
year, as an added bonus, the group went 
on-farm to better understand the recent 
changes to the classification program. 
Thanks to Angela Hamming and Brian 
Hamming who represented the BC Branch.

The Classifiers are scheduled to be back in 
BC in June. With all the changes in the past 
two years, this would be a very good time 
for clubs to organize a classification demo 
with the Classifier during their visit to your 
area. The Classifiers can articulate how 
we are managing the stature issue to bone 
quality and all other questions you may 

have from muzzle to foot angle. If your club 
or area decides to hold a Classification 
demo, bring a non-classification client 
friend and see first hand the importance 
of Classification as a management tool.

The best way to coordinate a classification 
demo would be to contact our Holstein 
Canada field rep, Morgan Sangster (519-
865-4367 or msangster@holstein.ca). The 
demo can also be for a 4-H group, a club 
event or a small, relatively informal get-
together of interested producers.

The next big event is the Holstein Canada 
National Convention in Charlottetown, 
PEI, April 24-27. This will be a memorable 
event for the many BC producers who will 
be making the long trek to participate 
in the many events and to celebrate our 
three BC Master Breeders!

competition, the judging, the hockey 
game, the Westcoast Classic Sale and 
the Holstein show. It was interesting to 
watch the show progress as the princess 
this year. Great job to everyone who 
participated and to those who came from 
as far as Québec and California!

Spring to farmers also means planting 
in the fields and soon the valley will be 
humming with the sound of tractors. Have 
a great spring! 

We at BCHN would like to document 
the herds that have been the longest 
registering in BC and continue to be 
active. This includes those dairy herds 
that may have started with Guernseys, 
Ayrshires and Jerseys, and switched to 
Holstein, or continue with their original 
breeds.
In many cases, herds started registering 
before they established an official prefix. 

This is where the original membership 
of the herd becomes important. One 
may think a call to Holstein Canada 
would provide such information, after a 
few probes into a computer database, 
but computerizing complete historic 
data nationally, for the early 60-80 years 
of operation, would be very costly! Still, 
Holstein Canada is doing what they can 
to aid in this research!

So here is my ‘ask’:
If you are still actively registering, dig 
into your parents’ or grandparents’ 
archives and tell me when they started a 
membership, when they first registered 
an animal and when they started an 
official prefix. I want to document these 
long-running herds/families. Let me 
know what you find! Our histories matter!
tars@holsteinnews.com 

Longtime Pioneer Breeders  |  Not a Simple Research Project!
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The DHI Herd Management Score 
A Report Card on Your Performance
By Natalie Walt, CanWest DHI

Contact us on how DHI can help you manage your herd for increased profitability.    1-800-549-4373 | canwestdhi.com

The Catalyst

By now, producers across Canada will 
have received their Annual Reports 
package from CanWest DHI and 
Valacta. This package contains a 
summary of how the herd performed 
for the year 2018 in a number of areas, 
and includes the popular DHI Herd 
Management Score report. 

Background
The Herd Management Score was 
originally introduced in 1994 as a tool 
for producers to monitor their overall 
performance and identify opportunities 
for improvement. It allows herds to 
track their progress from year to year, 
as well as rank and benchmark their 
performance.

The Herd Management Score also 
allows the opportunity to promote 
excellence in herd management in a 
friendly competition setting, that ranges 
from local, provincial and national 
awards presentations.  It recognizes 
outstanding performers and provides 
a platform where those herds can be 
profiled and share their approach to 
achieving superior performance.

Through your herd’s 
evaluation, you can 
determine what areas 
are doing well and 
more importantly, 
what are the 
opportunities for 
improvement.

Four years ago, the Herd Management 
Score went national and now ranks 
herds from coast to coast in the 
CanWest DHI and Valacta service 
areas, totaling over 7,000 herds for the 
year 2018.

Over the years, it has been revised 
based on producer feedback and 
updated to reflect the evolution in herd 
management practices. The scoring 
system divides a total of 1,000 points 
across six management areas.  Herds 
are awarded points in each area and 
top points are awarded to the very best 
performance. 

Using Herd Management Score 
to Drive Improvements
As with all businesses, it’s incredibly 
important to continually monitor 
performance and be aware of what top 
performers are achieving. The Herd 
Management Score is not necessarily 
a report card on your herd, but rather a 
report card on you, the herd manager. 

Through your herd’s evaluation, you 
can determine what areas are doing 
well and more importantly, what are 
the opportunities for improvement. 
Not only is it important to highlight 
bottlenecks and areas for improvement, 
but this is a great chance to celebrate 
your successes. This is also a great 
time to schedule a meeting with your 
advisory team so they can provide 
input as you set goals and determine 
an action plan for the next year.

1. Milk Value

This herd is doing well and ranks 
above the national median. Milk 
Value translates your herd’s average 
production (milk and components) into 
an actual dollar figure based on current 
milk prices. This number gives you 
a great visual of the revenue impact 
of efficient production of milk and 
components. A high Milk Value is a 
key driver of efficiency and ultimately, 
profitability.

2. Udder Health

While still doing better than the national 
median of Linear Score (LS) 2.6, 
udder health is a key opportunity for 
improvement for this herd, as it earned 
88 out of a possible 150 points. This 
herd is still well under any SCC penalty 
limit, but it should be considered that 
milk loss starts when cows exceed LS 
2 (100k SCC). On average, first lactation 
cows lose an estimated 90 kg of milk 
in 305 days with SCC over 100,000, 
while 2nd lactation or greater cows are 
estimated to lose double this amount 
per 305 days with SCC over 100,000 
(*Adapted from Shook (Wisc) ADSA).

Clearly, there is money on the table 
here and questions should be asked 
to determine where the bottleneck 
is. Are udder health issues a whole 
herd situation, a chronic issue, a first 
lactation or mature cow issue, a dry 
pen issue, or even a milking equipment 
or protocol issue?

3. Age at First Calving

Age at 1st Calving is an overall measure 
of heifer management in the herd, 
including growth and reproduction. 
Our sample herd is close to reaching 
the maximum possible score with 96 
out of a possible 100 points.

Research clearly shows that having 
a lower age of first calving does not 
negatively impact your production. 
A target of 22 - 24 months is good to 

strive for, which will lower your heifer 
rearing costs and allow them to start 
making a return on investment sooner. 
For more details on your own heifer 
management, refer to the Reproduction 
Summary in your Annual Reports 
package. 

4. Calving Interval

Calving Interval is a measure of 
overall herd reproduction.  It is easy to 
calculate and readily available for all 
herds on DHI service.  Our sample herd 
is slightly below the national average, 
but there is room for improvement. No 
doubt, a better measure of reproductive 
success is Pregnancy Risk (which 
unfortunately is not readily available for 
all herds).  Refer to the Reproduction 
Summary in your Annual Reports 
package for performance in this area.

5. Longevity

Another clear area for improvement 
within this herd appears to be longevity. 
Longevity scoring is based on the 
average annual percentage of cows in 
the herd that are in their third or greater 
lactation. It is an important measure 
as it demonstrates a comfortable, 
healthy and ‘problem free’ herd. Cows 
typically do not start to make a return 
on investment until 2nd lactation after 
they have paid back heifer-rearing 
costs.  Also, mature cows will have 
higher production when compared to 
1st or 2nd lactation animals. 

This herd has a value of 37.8%, which 
is lower than the national median at 
39.3%. As a rule of thumb, herds should 
strive for 50% in lactation 3 or greater. 

This herd would benefit from digging 
deeper into this and asking why are 
cows leaving the farm earlier than 
expected? What is prohibiting the 

cows from reaching their maximum 
potential? 

A valuable next step would be to 
examine the Annual Management 
Report and look at the removal 
summary. 

6. Herd Efficiency

This sample herd has scored very well 
for herd efficiency. This is the average 
annual percentage of cows in the herd 
on test day that are milking (not dry). It 
is a measure of the balance between 
the lactating period and an adequate 
dry period. Optimal herd efficiency 
ensures that cows are provided with 
a balanced lactation, and therefore, no 
extreme (high or low) is desired.

Herd efficiency is about finding the 
right balance for your herd. For many 
herds, the average Days Dry target 
is 60, but in reality it is often well 
above that, with several cows having 
extended dry periods. Look to your 
Annual Herd Management Report as it 
provides details on average Lactation 
Length, and Days Dry. 

Set Goals and Take Action
Your Herd Management Score provides 
a great starting point for overall herd 
analysis. Use it to ask questions and dig 
further into the numbers. Determine 
what your one or two biggest priorities 
should be and start there. Include your 
advisory team to provide a second set 
of eyes to look for opportunities. Set 
goals and an action plan and continue 
to monitor your progress and discuss 
with your advisors throughout the year 
to make sure you are staying on course.  
Finally, see what next year’s report 
card shows – hopefully improvements 
towards your goals!
Article adapted from edition printed for 
Progressive Dairyman Canada, March 2018

Herd Management Score: Sample Herd

Management Centre National  
Median

Your Herd  
Value

Maximum 
Possible Score

Your Herd  
Score

Milk Value - Holstein $7055 $8775 500 484 1

Udder Health 2.6 2.5 150 88 2

Age at First Calving 25.1 23.1 100 96 3

Calving Interval 13.6 13.5 50 35 4

Longevity 39.3% 37.8% 100 43 5

Herd Efficiency 86.7% 86.7% 100 100 6

Total Score 846
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By Dr. Caroline Ritter

Originally from Germany, Dr. Caroline Ritter 
completed a PhD in veterinary epidemiology 
at the University of Calgary. As a postdoc 
at the University of British Columbia in 
the Animal Welfare Program, her aim is to 
provide management recommendations 
to dairy farmers that are feasible, improve 
animal welfare and are in line with public 
expectations.

Crystal Mackay, the President of the 

How Do We Earn Public Trust 
in Food and Farming with Canadian Consumers?

Western Canadian Dairy Seminar Presentation
Canadian Centre for Food Integrity, 
presented at the Western Canadian 
Dairy Seminar on the important topic of 
consumer trust.

According to Mackay, earning public 
trust in food and farming is important to 
the growth, success and reputation of 
the dairy industry. She pointed out that 
the entire food supply chain, including 
dairy farmers, needs to embrace the 
conversation about farming and food.

Mackay highlighted the necessity of 
engaging more with citizens by explaining 
that many people do not even have a 
basic understanding of dairy farming; for 
example, many citizens are unaware that 
cows need to have a calf in order to produce 
milk. The ‘noise’ that people are facing 
and that is caused by an abundance of 
sometimes misleading information might 
contribute to confusion and potentially a 
lack of trust. Mackay sees special value in 
communicating with the large percentage 
of citizens that are currently unsure if the 
food supply chain is on the right track and 
believes that the dairy industry needs 
to have a conversation with that group 
before their attitudes turn negative. She 
further argued that in order to combat the 
loud voices of critics, the dairy community 
must be proactive and make enhanced 
efforts to improve communication with 
the public.

According to Mackay, animal welfare also 
needs more attention, as Canadians hold 
farmers responsible for animal welfare. 
The news that reaches the public most 

frequently, likely shines a negative light 
on the farming community and their 
treatment of animals. In that sense, 
a large component of public trust is 
transparency; meaning openness and 
sharing of information. However, Mackay 
indicates, only approximately a third of the 
public is satisfied with the transparency 
of the farming community, despite a wide 
range of efforts including ‘Aggie days’ and 
social media outreach. As citizens’ trust 
cannot be taken for granted but must be 
earned, Mackay suggested that farmers 
and other dairy industry stakeholders 
should make communication a new item 
in their budgets, to ensure that positive 
news such as improvement to animal 
welfare, effectively reach the public. 
Therefore, it is not only about selling a 
product to consumers but earning trust 
as well.

When people were surveyed, two of their 
main life concerns were the cost of food 
and keeping healthy food affordable. 

Crystal Mackay

As such, Canadian dairy farmers should 
be proud of their unique role as milk 
providers, a commodity which meets 
both criteria. Mackay argued that farmers 
need to emphasize their role in putting 
food on Canadian consumers’ tables and 
the importance of dairy farming should 
be communicated better, a task Mackay 
referred to as “Fork to Farm” conversation.
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Pacific Forage Bag Supply Ltd.
Bryan Arthur 604 220 4879 • Alexis Arthur 604 319 0376
www.pacificforagebag.com • pacificforagebag@gmail.com

Tired of Tires? 
Tired of Bird Damage?

Take a look at our 
Secure Cover & Bag Armour products

www.chinookdairyservice.com     Chilliwack, BC     604-824-4343

By Christine Terpsma, 
Communications Manager, BCDA

One of the most anticipated presentations 
at the Western Canadian Dairy Seminar 
was Dr. Elsa Vasseur’s animal welfare 
research synopsis. An Assistant Professor 
within the Faculty of Agricultural 
and Environment Sciences at McGill 
University, Vasseur is also the Chairholder 
of the NSERC/Novalait/Dairy Farmers 
of Canada/Valacta Industrial Research 
Chair in Sustainable Life of Dairy Cattle. 
Her presentation focused on freedom of 
animal movement and housing conditions 
that affect cattle welfare.

For ten years, Canadian researchers have 
documented the status of dairy cattle 
welfare on farms in order to understand 
risk factors in both free stall and tie stall 
systems. In one of Vasseur’s more recent 
studies, 230 Canadian dairies were 
assessed, including 110 free-stall barns 
with milking parlours, 20 free-stall barns 
with robotic milking systems, and 100 
tie-stall barns. Regardless of barn type, 
housing conditions were found to be a key 
determinant of herd welfare.

Results revealed that stall configuration 
impacted overall welfare. In tie-stall 
systems, tie-rail positioning and chain 
length were identified as risk factors. 
Higher tie-rails may decrease the risk 
of neck injuries, and longer chains may 
decrease the risk for swollen hocks. 
Longer stalls were found to decrease 
the risk of hock lesions, but also may 
decrease hygiene. For those working 
in tie-stall systems, adding rubber 
mats and adjusting manger walls were 
recommended adjustments to improve 
welfare.

For free-stall barns, concrete stall bases 
were found to increase the risk of knee 
injuries when compared to mattresses. 
Concrete stall bases also elevated the risk 
of lameness compared to deep-bedded 
sand or stalls with a dirt base. Suggestions 
to improve welfare in free-stall systems 
include increasing the amount of bedding 
used in stalls and grooving alleyways.

In another study, Vasseur and her 
colleagues set out to determine 
whether complying with the minimum 
requirements within the Canadian 
Dairy Code of Practice correlated with 
improved cow welfare outcomes and 
therefore, better profitability. This 
work tied management parameters to 
performance indicators, such as average 
milk production and somatic cell counts.

Results showed that herds lower in 
lameness prevalence exhibited higher 
average milk production. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, facilities that exhibited 
a higher proportion of clean stalls (not 
soiled with manure) experienced lower 
somatic cell counts.

Vasseur’s research results suggest that 
improving cow welfare and comfort is 

10 Years of Cattle Welfare 
and Movement Research – 
What Have We Learned?

Dr. Elsa Vasseur Photo credit: Christine Terpsma

unlikely to impose an economic weight 
on the Canadian dairy industry and could 
be beneficial at the farm level. Her team 
continues to conduct studies that can 
offer practical solutions for Canadian 
dairy farmers to improve the quality life 
for their animals. 

http://www.pacificforagebag.com
mailto:pacificforagebag@gmail.com
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A Peek into the Past

Comox Valley Dairy History 1901 to 2019
ß ß

By Mike Yusko, BC Dairy Historical Society 
www.bcdairyhistory.ca  |  @bcdhs

In 1901, a group of innovative dairy producers in the 
Comox Valley raised $4,040, a large sum of money at 
the time, to form the Comox Cooperative Creamery 
Association and build a creamery. This creamery 
could efficiently churn their cream into butter for sale 
to the local population. Before 1901, the dairy farmers 
in the region had to make and market their own butter. 
At this time, there were 255 North Island cows that 
produced a rich milk for making a very tasty butter.

The following is a quotation from the September 1914 

Complete Dairy Herd Veterinary Services
Consulting Services
• Milking System and Milker Training
• Herd Performance Benchmarking
• Barn Design and Troubleshooting
DairySMART Education & Training Courses
Embryo Transfer & Genomic Services

Working with your dairy herd to improve health and production
A strong tradition of service and professionalism since 1973

Dan McDermid DVM  |  John Dick DVM  |  Jason Ricka DVM  |  Phil Chris DVM 
Elad Ben Ezra DVM  |  Beverly Chard DVM  |  Marty Darrow DVM

 8451 Harvard Place, Chilliwack, BC V2P 7Z5 • Phone: 604-792-1501 • office@greenbeltvet.com • www.greenbeltvet.com
Follow us on social media: instagram @greenbeltveterinary • facebook @Greenbelt Veterinary Services

http://www.bcdairyhistory.ca
mailto:office@greenbeltvet.com
http://www.greenbeltvet.com
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WILLIAMS LAKE ~ KAMLOOPS ~ 1.800.665.5909
info@thewaterpeople.com  www.thewaterpeople.com

PUMPS - PIPE - PIVOTSPUMPS - PIPE - PIVOTS
DELIVERIES - INSTALLATIONS - SERVICEDELIVERIES - INSTALLATIONS - SERVICE

Highlands Irrigation LimitedHighlands Irrigation Limited

The future of Highlands promises:
The same attention to system design using today’s technology 

advances such as Lindsay FieldNET, Nelson TWIG, VRI and VFD

Dick Ford Chris Ford Nigel Pedersen Colin Boreham Mike Upton

with Lindsay Zimmatic Pivot Systems celebrates
Dick Ford’s 50th year delivering irrigation solutions in BC!

Courtenay Herald: “It is doubtful that there 
are more suitable conditions for breeding 
and feeding of livestock than can be found 
in the Comox-Courtenay district, and its 
fertile valley comprised of thousands of 
acres. For dairy farming, the district is 
unquestionably the finest on Vancouver 
Island.”

The Cooperative’s first board of directors 
included President William Grieves, Vice-
President Thomas Cairns, Secretary 
Walter McPhee and Treasurer Joe McPhee. 
W.J. Carroll was the Cooperative’s first 
butter maker. Some of the names of the 
early dairy farmers that started farming in 
the early 1900’s included Casanave, Jones, 
Hurford and Smith. By 1931 there were 320 
shareholders in the Comox Creamery. The 
Cooperative members were mostly part-
time dairy farmers and added to their farm 
income by logging and fishing. After 1950, 
the implementation of new farm sanitation 
rules and pasteurization regulations by 
the Provincial government shifted dairy 
farming into a full-time occupation. In 
1982, there were 25 dairy farms in the 
Comox Valley milking about 1700 cows, an 
average of about 70 cows per dairy farm. In 
1946 the cooperative constructed a larger 
modern milk plant to meet the growing 
demand for milk in the region.

Many new farms came into production 
in the valley as families moved from the 
southern part of Vancouver Island, the 
Fraser Valley and Europe. After the Second 
World War several new Canadians settled 
in the Comox Valley and established very 
successful dairy farms.

On January 4, 1969, the members of the 
Comox Cooperative Creamery Association 
merged with the Fraser Valley Milk 
Producers Association. In 1971, the Comox 
Valley dairy farmers produced 9.5 million 
litres of milk but only 10 years later, in 1981, 
their production grew to over 15 million 
litres. In 1982, Dairyland constructed a 
new, modern milk plant for $4.5 million 
which has operated until this year. The 
new plant added processing capacity as 
well as larger cold storage, dry storage 
and distribution facilities needed for the 
growing demand for milk products.

In March 2019, this Courtenay Dairyland 
milk plant, the successor of several 
milk plants constructed over 118 years, 
ended milk processing and the milk was 
transported to the Island Farms Agropur 
milk plant in Victoria. For a more detailed 
history of dairy farming in the Comox 
Valley, read the Butter-Fat Magazine 
online at: http://www.bcdairyhistory.ca/
butter-fat/magazine/Butter_Fat_Vol61_
Num04_July-Aug_1983.pdf 

http://www.bcdairyhistory.ca/butter-fat/magazine/Butter_Fat_Vol61_Num04_July-Aug_1983.pdf
http://www.bcdairyhistory.ca/butter-fat/magazine/Butter_Fat_Vol61_Num04_July-Aug_1983.pdf
http://www.bcdairyhistory.ca/butter-fat/magazine/Butter_Fat_Vol61_Num04_July-Aug_1983.pdf
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(photo1)

Rob Brandsma opened the Make a Difference 
Sale with a moment of silence, a little prayer 
and some good information on where the money 
raised is helping people in life-changing ways.

(photo 5)

What do you say when a $90 wheel of Peppery 
Gouda from Grass Roots Dairy sells for $625?? 
Invite your friends… Bring Wine!

(photo 4)

It was the largest gathering of over-sized 
hearts in the building, since the last Make a 
Difference Sale!

(photo 3)

Bob Brandsma is all smiles as locally produced 
wine is bid off the chart… and pairs well with 
that exquisite Gouda cheese!

(photo 2)

Steve Saccomano waits for the frenzied bidding 
to slow down, so as to not aggravate his ‘golf-
elbow.’ The first ten 4L pails of Birchwood ice 
cream went for $75 a piece!

34289 4th Avenue, Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 8B6 
2 Minutes from the  Sumas Border
Ph: (604) 854-3821 Toll free: 1-888-854-4568  |  Fax: (604) 854-3959

DESIGN to COMPLETION
Call Mid Valley 
Manufacturing

Our 
stalls are 
Canadian 

design and 
Canadian 

built!

Made in

Canada

midvalleymfg.com

MID VALLEY MANUFACTURING

canadianfoodgrainsbankabbotsfordauction
email: brandsma.rob@gmail.com

Thank 
You!! 

To all those who came 
out and supported 
this year’s Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank 
Make A Difference 
Fundraising Auction. 
It was a big success 
and we are so very 
grateful to all the 
volunteers, the 
donors, and all those 
who participated in 
the Auction. Thanks 
for all your continued 
support!

Generous Hearts Make for Gracious Giving
Make a Difference Sale 2019

mailto:brandsma.rob@gmail.com
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Make a Difference 
Sale 2019

By Tars Cheema

The noise was deafening. 
The energy was vibrating. 

The generosity was overwhelming!
Over 20 years, the Make a Difference Sale 
has picked up speed as more and more 
people in the dairy community join the 
movement to help feed the hungry on the 
other side of the world!

Rob Brandsma set the table for the full 
house at Abby Stockyards by explaining 
the projects they would be supporting 
with funds raised. Some 40,000 people 
are fed monthly in Syria and a further 
9,000 in Lebanon. “In South Sudan, over 
four million people have been forced from 
their homes – they are malnourished, 
and many are children,” stated Rob in 
his opening remarks. Ultimately, funds 
will help small scale farmers learn better 
farming practices and help them increase 
yields with better conservation methods. 
“There are 50,000 small farmers in Kenya, 
Tanzania and Ethiopia that can benefit 
from our help.” The funds raised go to the 
Canadian Food Grains Bank in Winnipeg 
where their longstanding humanitarian 
programs are well-respected by 
government and are leveraged 4:1 to 
generate substantial and desperately 
needed relief to those we hardly think of.

The auction has grown far, far beyond the 
live cattle sale that it began as. Over 200 
items were auctioned off with tremendous 
momentum and enthusiasm. Then there 
were cattle and a small silent auction 
offering. And others prefer to donate 
directly. The staggering array of items 
defies easy description – gift certificates, 
food, drink, tools, equipment, services, 
trees, plants, entertainment, golf, mini-
holidays, special outings like an aerial tour 
of the Fraser Valley and so…much…more!

The bidding was frenzied and furious – 
there were no bargain-hunters – there 
were only generous givers. There’s a little 
irony in the day – with the generosity of 
Trouw Nutrition (coffee and donuts) and 
RBC (lunch), everyone was well-fed from 
the moment they arrived. Perhaps it was 
bidding on full stomachs that drove the 
prices skyward in seconds – which was 
the pattern throughout the sale. In the 
end, with some donations still trickling 
in a week later, the committee estimates 
the sale generated nearly $270 thousand, 
surpassing last year’s total by around 
$80K! 

WESTERN CANADIAN CLASSIC 
YOUTH DAIRY SHOW

WCC is open to all 4-H members age 12-19 (4-H age)  
and young adults up to 22 (21 in 4-H years).

w w w . w e s t e r n c a n a d i a n c l a s s i c . c o m

Applications must be post-marked by 
June 1st and mailed to Angela Hamming 
– see application for more details.  
The 2019 event takes place 
August 20–24, in Olds, Alberta

All 4-H leaders and past WCC applicants 
will receive an application via email.

Speak with your 4-H leader or search for the 
WCC Team BC FB page for the application:
Facebook/WCC Team BC

WCC is in its 35th year, supporting dairy 
youth development in dairy science, 
judging, showing, learning, teamwork, and 
having fun! It is entirely volunteer-run and 
supported by WestGen as Premier sponsor 
and a long list of other agribusiness and 
corporate sponsors.

Call James 
for your quote
James Neels 
604-793-8092
neelsjames@gmail.com

http://www.westerncanadianclassic.com
mailto:neelsjames@gmail.com
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By Tars Cheema

Farm fires are one of the most dreaded 
disasters to experience. Their violent, 
frightening devastation is rapid and 
mostly uncontrollable. And the aftermath 
is ugly, costly and exhausting. But as the 
smoke clears and the mess is cleared 
away, a new plan takes shape and there is 
a better day ahead.

Last September, Gord, Ruby and son 
Eric Peterson had just wrapped up corn 
harvest and covered the bunker silo. 
There was plenty of moisture and it was 
packed well, as evidenced by the normal 
seepage of juice. Tired from the day’s 
silo-covering, they were sound asleep 
when their neighbor, Cornie Hertgers, 
rang their phone at 10:55 pm. Anyone 
who has witnessed a barn fire knows the 
unbelievable speed at which it goes from, 
‘Maybe we can contain it,’ to ‘Get out of 
the way!’

ON-SITE & ONLINE 
SAFETY RESOURCES

SAFETY TOOLS

PROFESSIONAL
ADVICE

COR CERTIFICATION

FREE On-Site Education & Consultation
Return to Work

Where There’s Smoke…
Gord and Ruby Peterson - Silage Fire 2018

“We were out there in a couple minutes 
and people were already pouring in to 
help. Dennis Kielstra saw the smoke on 
his way home. Three young guys (one in 
an air cast) saw the smoke from down 
at the river and they came in to help,” 
Gord’s voice cracks as the scenes of that 
evening replay through his head. “We were 
in shock – we couldn’t think of what to do 
first. It was Cornie and Nathan (Hertgers) 
who took charge and directed the dozens 
of neighbours and others on what to do,” 
Gord chokes up again and he pauses

Some things strike you as peculiar. The 
bulk tank was full and normally, milk is 
picked up at 11 pm. But this evening, it 
had been collected at 9pm. Then there 
was the gate at the end of the barn. Not 
all gates open outwards, but thankfully, 
with a barnful of agitated, frightened cows 
crowding up against it, it was easy to pop 
open and get them out.

The late-night fire burned hot and fast, taking all structures with it.

All but two cows were ushered out safely by the selfless 
volunteers before the fire consumed the dairy barn.
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COOL-FX

Reducing Summer 
Heat Stress 
INEXPENSIVELY!
Heat stress costs your bottom line!
• Reduced Milk
• Reduced BF
• Reduced Dry Matter Intake
• Reduced Fertility!

COOL-FX will help cut the peak of 
heat stress in your barn by reflecting 
the infrared radiation on the barn roof, 
Reducing barn interior temperatures by 
several degrees.

“We have used Cool-FX since 2015 on our 50,000 sq. ft. barn. 
On average, we saw a 3-5 degree lower barn temperature. We 
like the positive results we noticed with use of Cool-FX and see 
it as one of the tools available to lower barn temperature and 
minimize/avoid heat stress to the herd.”

– Wayne Reitsema, Westview Dairy, Matsqui Prairie

“I have used Cool-FX since 2012. During the first year, we not 
only monitored the temperatures but also the milk production 
and butterfat content. The barn was on average 3-4 degrees 
lower than the outside temperature. The cows were noticeably 
more comfortable, maintained their feed intake and the 
butterfat depression was only minimized by 0.4% which is a 
significant difference. With these results, the use of Cool-FX 
was a ‘no brainer’. We do not collect the data like we did in 
2012, but we notice that the cows are more comfortable. 
I see Cool-FX as one of the measures to reduce the barn 
temperature and will continue to use it.”

– Dave Dyck, Odessa Farms, Chilliwack

COOL-FX  is

• Spray-applied by our experienced team
• Typical dairy barn is sprayed in half day
• Water-based, safe, non-corrosive
• Guaranteed to last through the summer
• Washes off safely over the winter
• INEXPENSIVE!

Select Sales Ltd. - Cool-FX
47341 Hope River Road,  
Chilliwack, BC  V2P 6H5
Phone: 604-316-0863
info@selectsales.ca • www.cool-fx.ca

Product and Application 
for as low as 6 cents per sq ft.!

Call us for a Quote
604-316-0863
Don’t wait for HEAT STRESS 
to stall your herd!

The fire started in the wall of the bunker, 
headed down to the old barn which was 
full of hay, skipped into the trusses of the 
manure pit roof, and then, like it was an 
angry dragon, it turned and raced back 
towards the new barn through the trusses. 
“I saw the trusses dropping in minutes, 
and I knew it was going to take the whole 
place. We are so thankful for the guys that 
knew what had to be done and for all the 
people – we don’t even know who they 
all were – who helped for hours.” When 
several fire rigs arrived, they set up a ‘pool’ 
to accumulate water in, that they could 
pump from. But they knew, despite Gord’s 
desperate pleas, they could do very little 
– the fire was overwhelming and had a 
bountiful supply of fuel. The dragon would 
not lose tonight.

Gord estimates there were at least 50 

people that helped contain the cows in 
three groups in the field, aided by make-
shift machinery corrals, compliments of 
quick-thinking and selfless neighbours. 
Albert Reimersma’s barns, just a half 
kilometer down the road, were still mostly 
equipped for milking, after those cows 
left nine months earlier. “I still don’t know 
how it all happened, but eight or ten cattle 
trailers arrived, loaded the cows and took 
them to Albert’s. The Lely guys and J&D 
appeared and got to work on the dairy and 
parlour. We were milking cows again at six 
am,” Gord conveyed again with another 
wave of emotion.

The arrival of rain slowed corn harvest 
around the area, making it easier for 
fellow dairymen to continue helping with 
the interim dairy set-up at Reimersma’s. 
“I must have been in a state of shock for 

three days,” admits Gord. “It was Nathan 
who just kept taking action to make things 
happen – he had the round bales rewrapped 
after the fire burned all the plastic. The 
dairy community just showed up – guys 
came in with their payloaders and the next 
day, they had all my useable silage moved 
to the new bunker and repacked/covered. 
We were dazed – but people just came in 
and did what needed doing.” Ruby adds, 
“The generosity of people was incredible! 
We had food for days to feed everyone.”

Today, the construction crew was happily 
back framing the bunker silo roof, after a 
very difficult February which stalled many 
a construction crew in the Fraser Valley. 
They have replaced the roof structure 
over the manure pit and are well on their 
way to complete the three-bay bunker 
roof. The planned new 124’ x 280’ six-row 

barn will house the heifers on one side and 
cows with two robot stations on the other. 
“We’re going to bed with sand, so it’ll be a 
centre flush barn with a screen/separator 
system for sand reclamation. We’re trying 
to get it right,” Gord smiles.

As bad as this has been, both Gord and 
Ruby recognize that ‘stuff happens.’ “You 
have to find things to laugh about…or 
else….” he trails off. “I wish I could name 
all the people who came to help us, and 
thank each one, but I don’t know who all 
came to our rescue,” Gord accepts with 
resignation. Everyone can appreciate the 
great gift of community and humanity 
when friends, neighbours and strangers 
come together in times of crisis to help 
people in sudden, desperate need. That’s 
the silver lining to all those clouds of 
smoke! 

Eric, Ruby and Gord are grateful for the help and look forward to 
returning to a new normal in the new buildings… yet to be completed.

The beautiful backdrop to Colbrit Farm, with new construction well on its 
way, helps to distract the memories of a terrible September night.

mailto:info@selectsales.ca
http://www.cool-fx.ca
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(photo 1)

The new dairy and cow facilities at Dykman Cattle Co. welcome visitors 
with an impressive façade! Built by Kloot Construction, everything about 
the build is first class!

(photo 5)

The Dykman Family - looking as 
sharp as their new dairy facility!

Left: The two 8000-gallon bulk 
tanks receive cold milk, after it has 
been prechilled by the well-water 
pre-cooler and then instant chilled 
to 3C by the glycol chiller.

(photo 3)

The 60-stall GEA rotary parlour is the crown jewel. Not just pretty, 
it’s super functional – milking 300 cows per hour, with just two staff 
prepping and attaching units.

(photo 2)

The bright open barn slopes to the centre for the flush system, has 
side-wall curtains and is well-equipped with misters in the barn and 
holding area.

By Paul Meyer, 
Sales & Marketing 
Manager, WestGen

When I think about the last decade in 
the world of dairy cattle genetics, I think 
about the incredible pace of change and 
all the new innovations that have come 
along. In 2009, we were still sampling 
young sires, the vast majority of the doses 
we sold were of the conventional Proven 
variety. It is odd to think that a world that 
had existed relatively unchanged for so 
many years – even decades – could change 
so dramatically in 10 years. As the longest 
existing breeding organization turns 75 
years young, this thinking becomes even 
more profound.

By Tars Cheema

Despite the sudden snow fall and chilly 
conditions, more than 500 people 
attended the Open House at Dykman 
Cattle Co. on February 26, sponsored by 
Pacific Dairy Centre, Kloot Construction, 
Mid Valley Manufacturing, Fraser Valley 
Water Smart and Doppenberg Electric.

The Dykman family knew their facility 
needed replacement – though updated 
over the years, the 45-year old double-10 
parlour had done its time and was 
operating more than 20 hours a day to 
keep up with the 800 cows cycling through 
three times a day!

In choosing the GEA rotary, they knew how 
cows love riding the rotary, how efficiently a 
rotary can milk many cows and they wanted 
something that could seamlessly handle 

The More Things Change…
On one hand we have a basic skill – passing 
an insemination rod through a cervix – 
that remains pretty much unchanged 
since the very first days that farmers 
determined they could do without live, 
dangerous bulls on their dairy farms. 
Imagine a basic tenet that the whole AI 
industry relies on remaining essentially 
unchanged for what amounts to a 
lifetime. That is unfathomable. Similarly, 
that cryopreservation of semen in liquid 
nitrogen tanks would be used for over 50 
years without a significant change is also 
pretty amazing.

Fast forward to the last 10 years: the 
genomic revolution begins and replaces 
traditional young sire programs. Sexed 

No ‘Snow Day’ at Dykman Open House

their growth in years to come. The parlour 
features the Stimi-Pulse system which 
rapidly pulses the teats with low vacuum 
for 30-60 seconds to aid in proper milk 
let-down. Post-milking, the Apollo system 
post-dips and backflushes. The adjustable 
platform speed is currently set for 10 
minutes per cycle but permits stoppage 
as the occasional cow may need additional 
time for some unexpected reason. All 
production data is collected and held 
in the office computer where breeding/
cull decisions can be in conjunction with 
GEA Cow Scout activity, feeding, heat and 
rumination data. Any cow that deviates 
from her normal eating, rumination 
or activity within six hours triggers an 
‘attention needed’ alert! Of course, the 
system can be customized to trigger alerts 
for low rumination or other indicators of 
potential health problems, well ahead of 
the drop in milk, which helps with earlier 
intervention and better recovery.

The barn features an automated foot-
bath system which fills, doses, drains 
and refills according to a customizable 
schedule. The computer-controlled sort 

gates permit low-stress collection of 
cows for herd health or treatments. The 
barn flush system utilizes a sand-settling 
lane, followed by pumping of liquids 
through the BioLynk separator system 
from Daritech. This impressive, multi-
stage system involves a roller press to 
remove the bulk of fibre, a settling tank 
and further separators to increasingly 
divide the fine particles away from the re-
usable water – which returns to flush the 
barn. Their investment in developing an 
on-farm water well source and treatment 
system has eliminated their dependence 
on municipal water for the entire farm.

In the new facility for just over a year, the 
cows clearly love it, as evidenced by their 8 
kg increase in production even after going 
from milking 3x to now 2x, an increase in fat 
% and SCC cut in half to 150,000! The net 
result is they need just over 700 cows today 
to meet production requirements. From the 
technologically advanced milking system, 
to ultra-comfort deep sand bedding in 
comfortable MVM stalls and reduced 
crowding in a bright, open, fresh barn, the 
cows and Dykmans couldn’t be happier! 

Observations From the Field

semen arrives and its steady improvement 
results in wide spread acceptance. AI 
companies begin to use nucleus herd 
strategies. Most recently, commercial 
embryo products have become available 
because of these nucleus strategies – 
even genomically tested embryos. Is it 
any wonder that some producers have had 
difficulty keeping up?!

On one hand, the world of AI has been 
revolutionized and yet the premise upon 
which it has all been built is a simple 
technique that most producers can be 
trained to do, and which allows all these 
more recent innovations to be leveraged 
for producer benefit.

What’s the point? The point is simply that 
when a handful of producers decided 75 
years ago to create a society that would be 
known for so many years as BCAI and more 
recently as WestGen, a society owned by 
farmers and directed by farmers, they 
couldn’t possibly have known the enduring 
benefits producers three, and even four, 
generations later would still enjoy. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to those builders 
and to their vision that all started with 
the belief that cows could be inseminated 
artificially. With a little luck, the benefits 
and innovations that allow more value for 
money than a live bull ever could will be 
preserved for another three or four dairy 
generations too. 
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With clear, methodical instruction, participants were enthusiastic 
about analyzing and placing the four cows. Younger judges were 
particularly engaged!

By Morgan Sangster, Holstein Canada 
Field Rep, Western Canada

On Thursday, February 21, Richard and 
Judy Bosma of Vedderlea Holsteins 
hosted the Central Fraser Valley Holstein 
Club’s Judging and Social night. Some 
45 people participated in the evening, 
including 4-H and WCC youth.

Official Judge DR Vaandrager started 
the group off with identifying the main 
areas on the example cow to focus on; 
stating the ideals, strengths and some of 
her weaknesses. He provided the most 
recent updates made to Holstein Canada’s 
Classification Scorecard System; the 
shifting of 2% from Mammary onto the 
Rump. (The four scorecard areas are 40% 
MS, 28% F&L, 20% DS and 12% Rump.) He 

The Silage Experts

• Corn Seed
• Forage & 

Grain Seed
• Twine
• Net Wrap
• Bale Wrap
• Hay Tarps
• Silage Bags

Serving All of BC
WWW•SILAGROW•COM
1•800•663•6022

• Bunker Covers
• Green House Films
• Ground Covers
• Landscaping Fabric
• Mulch Film
• Bulk Bags
• Meat/Cheese 

Packaging Bags

Features and benefits:
• Safety - Above ground storage keeps children and livestock from danger
• Smallest footprint - maximum storage minimizes expensive space needed
• Regulation ready –proven leak detection included
• Longevity – five decades and counting!

Constructed by: Pacific Dairy Centre Ltd.  |  604-852-9020

DAVID DYCK – ODESSA FARM
Chilliwack, BC

“We chose a 70 x 33 SlurryStore for a number of reasons.
The first one is maximum storage in minimum space 

because of height of container.
The next reason is there is nothing neater and tidier 

than these tanks for manure storage.
Another key reason is they have been around longer 

than any other option for storage.
Now I don’t think about storage and I would do it again!”

- David Dyck, 2018

SlurryStore 935,000 Gallon 33’ x 70’

Training and Inspiring Judges 
of All Ages!

CFV Holstein Club Judging Night

differentiated between the classification 
process and judging, highlighting how 
important it is to look at the cow for 
overall balance and functionality. DR has 
been the Western Canadian Rep on the 
Classification Advisory Committee for 
many years. This Committee helps to 
identify potential areas for change which 
will continue improving the Holstein breed.

Judging clinics such as this one bring 
together local dairy producers in a fun and 
interactive environment, while learning to 
better evaluate the animals’ traits. This will 
hopefully help to inspire young people to 
continue wanting to learn and grow within 
our industry, and perhaps become the 
next generation of aspiring judges. It was 
unquestionably a positive activity which 
helps to encourage all in our industry. 
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By Richard Bosma

We live in an age where the social media 
posts of certain celebrities sometimes 
become news items. I must admit that 
the out-of-touch opinions of Hollywood’s 
elite often leave me cynical. But when 
those celebrities belong to our BC dairy 
community, well, that’s a different story…

On June 4, 2018, Aretha 
Westenenk posted on 
Facebook:
“It was a great day to classify and have 
Coby and Ben be part of the day, as we hit 
our 100th Excellent cow with their Benco 
prefix. We are forever thankful for their 
hard work and the roots they have on this 
farm. We had six Excellent cows, four VG 
2-year olds and are thrilled that three 
generations of Westenenks were working 
out in the barn this afternoon!”

A more recent Facebook post of 
Aretha’s came on January 8, 2019:
“I don’t know anyone who loves their job 
more than Bernie. Today I am overwhelmed 
with pride as his hard work and love for 
purebred cattle has been rewarded and 
we will be travelling across the country 
to receive a Master Breeder shield for our 
herd, Benco Holsteins.”

As Holstein Canada’s Master Breeder 
Award continues to represent the 
pinnacle of herds that have combined 
high levels of conformation, production 
and longevity, the Westenenks have every 
reason to feel a great sense of pride in this 
accomplishment.

Changing of the Guard
Benco Holsteins of Chilliwack won their 
first Master Breeder award in 1998. This 
significant recognition was a welcome 
honour after many years of dedicated 
work by farm founders Ben and Coby 
Westenenk. Son Bernie also played a role 
after joining the farm upon graduation 
from high school. A great herd was built 

Ben quietly but proudly surveys their cows on the day they 
received their 100th Excellent Benco classification.

Beautiful Benco backdrop with 
Mount Cheam overlooking their 
peaceful pastures.

The Benco crew at the 2006 Chilliwack Exhibition. (L-R): Bernie 
with Markus, Judge Mark Van Mersbergen, Ben, Aretha, Carl 
Barclay, Michael Haambuckers (nephew).

Oh, For the Love of Cows!
Benco Holsteins, Chapter 2

around a pair of powerful brood cows. 
Much success was also earned in the 
show ring, at both the local and provincial 
level. This great beginning gave Bernie 
and Aretha a running start when they 
took over the operation of the farm after 
Ben suffered a stroke in 2007. Aretha, 
originally from Bulyea, Saskatchewan, 
came to BC working as a nutritionist for 
Landmark Feeds, and then later provided 
customer service for CanWest DHI. Bernie 
and Aretha were married in 2003.

Winning a second Master Breeder award 
for the Benco herd is considered to be a 
bonus by Bernie and Aretha. Looking back 
over the last number of years, it is clear 
that they have not only continued the 
herd, but they have ably adjusted to the 
changing times and economics of dairy 
farming. Together, they have competently 
managed the next phase of the farm, 
improving the herd while expanding and 
modernizing the facilities. In turn, they 
have made Benco Holsteins a success 
story of their own.

Family Life
The current generation of Westenenks 
living on the farmyard are very active in 
their school and community. Fourteen-
year old son Markus enjoys karate and 
recently earned a black belt for his age 
level. Daughters Skylar, 12 and Anneka, 
10, are involved in soccer, piano, and 4-H. 
Aretha enjoys running and hiking with 
friends. In the winter, Bernie plays hockey, 
and the entire family tries to get in some 
ski days on the local mountains.

Family members all share in chores around 
the farm. Markus does his share of scraping 
barns and the girls help feed calves and 

occasionally milk with 
their parents. Aretha enjoys the days when 
their family has to work together to get all 
the tasks done. “As long as it’s not too many 
days in a row,” she laughs.

New Direction
When they were younger, both Bernie 
and Aretha were involved in 4-H and 
WCC. Later, they also participated 
in the HC Youth Program (now called 
Young Leaders), and both agree that 
such opportunities were instrumental 
in shaping their respective enthusiasm, 
knowledge and skills relating to dairy 
cattle. Aretha is still involved in WCC, only 
now in leadership. She is a member of the 
BC committee, gladly contributing to the 
development of the next generation.

Today, Benco Holsteins’ participation in 
the show ring has been scaled back. The 
Westenenks are now milking 145 cows 
and are more focused on a barn full of 
functional cows that produce well and 
are problem free. The Benco breeding 
program has been adjusted to become 
more comprehensive. While Bernie still 
likes double digit Conformation, he also 
looks for +500 Milk, positive components, 
and Health Traits. Just as important, the 
management and barn environment are 
programmed to allow cows to mature and 
reach their full potential.

Embryo transfer, once used extensively 
here, hasn’t happened for a few years 
now. The Westenenks do use some 
sexed semen, but mainly on first service 
heifers to improve calving ease on 
younger animals. They calve out all of 
their heifers and sell dairy replacement 
stock through sales, dealers and privately. 
Bernie says they generally cull heavier 
when replacement prices are depressed. 

Overall, the daily needs of the herd remain 
a priority with much of the seasonal 
cropping and field preparation done by 
custom operators. Bernie credits capable 
and reliable full-time employee Tyler 
Simpson as an integral part of their team. 
A high school aged neighbour also helps 
out several days per week.

Breeding Philosophy
When it comes to mentioning those who 
have positively influenced his career, 
Bernie begins with his father. He smiles, 
recalling youthful arguments with his dad 
about mating decisions on certain cows. 
Looking back, those debates helped 
sharpen his cattle assessment skills. The 
years spent in 4-H and WCC also paved 
the way for life-long friendships. Bernie 
has had many lively breed discussions 
over the years and good-natured rivalries 
with Peter Tuytel of Elmbridge Holsteins 
and Brian Goertzen of Blossom Dairy. It is 
notable that all three friends have earned 
HC Master Breeder Awards along with their 
families. Other individuals who impacted 
Bernie’s “cow sense” were 4-H and WCC 
leaders, plus older breeders that would 
stop by and visit. These have included Fred 
Mayer, Bruno Giacomazzi, Gene Wautier, 
Don Ricka and Charlie Thomson.

While learning from and listening to 
others, Bernie made up his own mind on 
the importance of various cattle traits and 
the kind of cows he liked. He continues 
to try and understand how best to use 
each generation of sires, striving to make 
complementary matings to keep improving 
the herd. A few years ago, Outside and 
Champion were used with great results. 
Later, Fever and Windbrook were carefully 
used with each currently having seven 
EX daughters in the herd. Bernie is really 
liking their 3- and 4-year-old Doormans 
and Gold Chips as well as their 2-year old 
High Octanes and Solomons.

Three Main Cow Families
A great example of Benco breeding is 

BENCO PURPLE FEVER – 
fourth generation Benco 
Excellent and over 300 BCA.
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The Westenenk family, (L-R) Skylar, Bernie, Aretha, Anneka 
and Markus. 

fourth generation Excellent, BENCO 
PURPLE FEVER EX-3E with 5-year BCAs 
of 350-295-324, and progeny that include 
a VG-88 Doorman daughter. Purple is 
backed by BENCO PANAMA DUPLEX EX-
2E-2*, BENCO PATSY GOLDWYN EX-2E-1*, 
and then BENCO PATRICK CHAMPION EX-
92-5E-4*. This strong cow family traces 
back further to BENCO PRISE BROKER 
EX-4E-4*.

A fifth-generation Excellent cow, BENCO 
SMURF ATWOOD EX-91 with 3-year BCAs 
of 262-275-255, is backed by BENCO SAMI 
SAMUELO EX, BENCO BECKY WINDSTAR 
EX-2E-3*, BENCO BONITA LINCOLN EX-
2E-10*, and then BENCO LIP CITATION 
EX-6*. Lip, one of the herd’s two main 
foundation cows, now has descendants 
which can count eight generations of VG/
EX females.

BENCO STRONG BAZOOKA EX-91, a 
third generation Excellent, is sired 
by Genervations Bazooka and is also 
a seventh generation homebred VG/
EX. Her lineage goes through an EX-2E 
R&W Accolade, an EX-92-2E-3* Kite, a 

VG-88-2* Outside, a VG-88-3* Skychief, a 
VG-2* Starbuck and finally back to BENCO 
CUMBO CITAMATT VG-10*, the other 
anchor of the herd. The Cumbo cow family 
already extends to some ninth generation 
VG/EX females.

Comments from Friends
Kristin Dahl, Dahlia Holsteins: “Bernie is 
blessed with a tremendous helper and 
partner in Aretha. Her education and 
career experience have equipped her 
with valuable skills. She’s a highly capable 
woman who tackles every challenge head 
on and isn’t afraid of taking on any farm task 
or making high level farm management 
decisions. In addition, she’s a full-time 
loving mom to their three active children 
and contributes considerable time and 
dedication to industry committees such 
as BC DIREC (Dairy Industry Research 
and Education Committee) and WCC. Her 
God-given gifts make her an incredible 
asset to the family farm business at Benco 
Holsteins and a wonderful friend to many 
in the industry.”

Brian Goertzen, Blossom Dairy: “Benco is 

one the best homebred herds in western 
Canada. Bernie has great type cattle that 
last for many lactations and consistently 
score high as they get older. They have 
bred over 100 EX cows and in the last few 
years it is no surprise to see them get five 
new EX every classification round.”

Peter Tuytel, Elmbridge Holsteins: “The 
Benco herd has always been tall, strong 
and good uddered with the ability to milk. 
I guess you could say they bred for dairy 
strength before the term even became 
popular. They take a lot of pride in having 
a homebred herd and you would have to go 
back a long way in those pedigrees to find 
another prefix. They have cows in the barn 
that are up to five generations of homebred 
EX, truly an amazing accomplishment and 
something to be proud of.”

The Path Forward
Will Rogers said, “A farmer has to be an 
optimist, or he wouldn’t still be a farmer”. 
This is true for Bernie and Aretha as they 
remain upbeat while acknowledging that 
things do not always go according to plan. 
A barn roof collapsed under a snow load 

early in 2017. Fortunately, no animals were 
lost, but this unpleasant event did disrupt 
their financial planning.

The Westenenks are pleased to have 
earned another Master Breeder Award. 
They are excited to be planning a trip to 
the HC Convention in Charlottetown, PEI. 
It is there in April that they will receive 
their shield at a special evening gala. 
Fittingly, Bernie and Aretha will get to 
enjoy their moment at center stage while 
a video plays scenes of their farm and herd 
on large screens. After all, the award really 
does represent the great bond between 
wonderful human families and the great 
cow families that they have nurtured and 
developed.

But after the accolades and the applause, 
the Westenenks will arrive back home 
and get back to business, because that 
is what they love. As Bernie sums it up, “I 
enjoy being out in the barn and working 
with the cows every day. I grew up in a 
great farm loving family, and I’m happy to 
have my own kids experiencing the joys of 
farm life.” 

Skylar demonstrates her keen 4-H interest early, at Maple Ridge 
Country Fest.
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By Usama Tayyab, 
Ruminant Nutritionist, Otter Co-op

Grass silage is the most common dairy 
forage fed in Northern Europe and in the 
Fraser Valley, providing a major source 
of forage fibre to meet the nutritional 
demands of high yielding dairy cows all 
year. Forage fibre is an essential part of 
a cow’s diet that stimulates chewing and 
ruminating, resulting in saliva production. 
Rumination activity depends on various 
factors including forage proportion in the 
diet, forage particle size, concentration of 
fiber and physically effective fibre content 
in the diet. Feeding cows a diet containing 
a higher content of these factors may 
reduce diet intake and promote sorting 
that may subsequently reduce milk yield. 
Producing high quality milk depends on 
keeping a dairy cow’s digestion healthy 
and can be influenced by the chop length 
of the silage they eat. If the chop length 
is too short, the cow produces less 
saliva, the rumen becomes more acidic 
and the microbes which help digestion 
can’t function properly. This can lead to 
metabolic disorders in the cows, such 
as subclinical acidosis, and poor fibre 
digestion. If the chop length is too long, 
silage making can be difficult, silage can 
be wasted and the cow may eat less, so 
milk yield can be lower although butterfat 
content may be higher.

A quandary exists as to the optimum chop 
length for grass silages because current 
recommendations of chop lengths are 
based on values for North American 
forages - mainly corn silage and alfalfa 
haylage, which tend to be drier, and 
possibly not suitable for grass silages. 

Nutrition Focus
Grass Silage – Chop and Compare! UK vs BC

A recent study in the UK reported that 
cows feed intake was 0.9 kg/day higher 
when short chop length grass silage (10 
mm theoretical chop length) was fed, 
compared to long chop grass silage (44 
mm theoretical chop length, UK average). 
Cows also eat 3.2 kg/day dry matter more 
when grass and corn silages (40:60 ratio) 
are fed together, compared to grass silage 
as the only forage. Adding corn silage to 
the grass silage increases milk yield and 
protein as well as improving live weight 
gain. Milk yield was 2.4 kg/day higher in 
the diets which included corn silage. A 
short chop length grass silage improved 
energy balance in cows when fed a mixed 
grass/corn silage-based diet, though 
it reduced milk fat %, but milk fat yield 
was not affected. The rumen acidity was 
slightly greater (but not at a level likely to 
cause sub-acute acidosis) when fed corn 
silage-based diets, however, the grass 
silage chop length makes no difference. 
The milk fat content of alpha-linolenic 
acid, one of the fatty acids important for 
human health, was highest in milk from 
cows fed grass silage diets, particularly 
short chop length silage.

Feeding diets based on short chop length 
grass silage resulted in well-mixed rations, 
ensuring uniformity along feed bunk and 
there was no diet selection. When feeding 
grass silage, even when it has a short 
chop length and supplemented with high 
starch concentrates, rumen pH may be 
little affected. Feeding concentrates with 
different starch and fibre contents can 
alter milk composition but is unlikely to 
have a major effect on milk yield. Current 
data of grass silage particle size (Table 
1) shows that average particle size in the 

Fraser Valley is 39.7 mm, that is again on a 
longer side. Perhaps chopping grass with 
lower mower setting (~10 mm theoretical 
chop length) will ensure the shorter chop 
length to improve cow performance 
and also the fermentation profile within 
the silage stack. Total starch and sugar 
content of dairy rations used in the Fraser 
Valley are also higher than the average of 

16% in UK dairy herds using grass silage 
as their main forage. This use of high 
starch and sugar content, plus lower use 
of NDF in complete dairy diet in the Fraser 
Valley poses a threat of rumen acidosis. 
Therefore, a shorter chop length, effective 
enough to stimulate rumination while 
reducing diet sorting and does not restrict 
DMI, should be the goal of dairy farmers. 

Chemical composition UK Fraser Valley

 Dry matter 27.3 37.8

Ash 11.1 8.8

 Crude protein 13.6 13.8

Neutral detergent fibre 49.2 55.5

 Acid detergent fibre 33.1 34.7

Total digestible nutrients 65.3 59.3

 Dried mean particle size (mm) 44.0 39.7 

Table 1. Mean chemical composition (% DM) of grass silage in UK (2016-17) 
and Fraser Valley (2018-2019).
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BC DAIRY
Growing Forward with     Innovation

Fraser Valley
Water Smart

Advantages:
• Cow health has improved, and cows are generally milking more times a day, 

with greater flexibility to eat and rest on their own schedule.
• Increased production benefits; 

the family has seen improvements within the last three months.
• DeLaval InControl monitoring sends alarms to Craig’s phone when adjustments  

need to be made to units.
• The DeLaval body condition score camera has proven to be useful,  

as it graphs individual cows while being milked.  
“You can see what the trends are and mitigate issues,” 
says Craig. “If you see fresh cows losing weight too 
rapidly, you need to make some changes.”

• The integration of robots maximizes time 
management benefits. “You don’t work less 
hours, it’s just more flexible,” Craig shares.

Challenges:
• As herd managers, watching the cows 

make the transition to robots was 
stressful at times for the family. 
Certain cows took longer than others 
to acclimatize to their new routine.

• The elimination of a parlour set up 
changed the way cows are assessed (e.g. 
for health parameters). Although this was 
an adjustment for Craig initially, he now views 
it as a benefit rather than a challenge. “I now 
have more time to monitor and address the 10% 
of the herd that needs extra focus.”

Recommendations:
• Craig recommends budgeting lots of time for robot integration.  

Construction delays can be a reality in this type of project.
• A major benefit for their installation was that it offered cost savings. The family was able to add on to their 

original facilities without having to build a holding area or other facilities associated with a parlour. 
• The VanGarderens are very happy with their new set up and recommend others who are 

considering robots do some research and view robot facilities.

Kelton Holsteins
When Tony and Kelly bought the farm, it was already set up as a dairy operation. The barn 

on-site hailed from the early 1970’s and featured a double-six herringbone milking parlour. 
In 2009, the family built a drive through barn that connected with their older facilities. The 

new barn was designed to allow more room for their current herd, but also to plan for 
future growth. At the time of the 2009 build, the family continued milking within the 

older parlour.
About four years ago, a friend installed a robotic milking system, which prompted Craig 

to consider whether robots would be a fit for his family farm. After much discussion, 
the VanGarderens decided to retrofit their barn with two DeLaval 

V300 robotic milking units (the first of this model installed in 
Western Canada!) Their decision to select DeLaval was a natural 

choice, given the excellent working relationship they’ve enjoyed 
with the company.

As of December of 2018, the robots were officially in place. 
The transition from a parlour to robots was relatively smooth. 

“It was pretty stress-free,” says Craig. “We had a team of 
people in the beginning that came by and assisted in the 

start up.”
Part of this ease was due to the family’s use of a 
computer feeding system prior to robot incorporation. 

Craig worked with the farm’s nutritionist to adjust the 
density of the pellet. “It’s all about balancing that energy 

requirement,” he notes.
Since the V300 installation, the VanGarderens have hosted 

many local people and curious farmers from around 
North America.

By Christine Terpsma, BCDA

Farm Facts:
• Kelton Holsteins milks 105 cows in total; 

their milking herd splits evenly between the two robots.
• Genetics are a priority for productivity gains on the farm. 

The herd is composed of registered purebred Holsteins.
• The farm currently averages 41 kg/day with a butterfat average of 4.25%.
• The family uses sawdust bedding, which works well for their robot set up.
• Their staff consists of family – the kids help mom and dad by feeding calves!
• The VanGarderens grow primarily corn and grass. They plant a cover crop of 

Italian rye and winter wheat (about a 70/30 split).

The VanGarderen family: 
(L-R) baby Daphne, 
Reena, Craig, Pierce, 
Farrah, Kelly, Mason 
and Tony.

Tony VanGarderen grew up on a Chilliwack dairy farm, working closely with 
his father and brother. As an adult, Tony elected to begin his own operation; 
together with his wife, Kelly, the pair utilized the quota building program in 
1982 and rented a farm in Chilliwack. In 1989, Kelly and Tony purchased 
land of their own, where Kelton Holsteins is presently situated.
The VanGarderens expanded their family with three children (Jason, 
Craig, and Brian). Craig indicated an interest in taking over the farm at 
a young age; he now manages the business with his wife Reena, and 
their four children (Mason, Pierce, Farrah and Daphne).

Craig performs a quick software check on one 
of his two DeLaval V300 automated milking 
systems. All is in working order!

Robot in action: a Holstein enjoys a pellet treat 
while being milked by the arm extension of the V300.
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Kerkhoff
Engineering Ltd.

When the Bredenhof family settled in Chilliwack, their farm consisted of an old wooden barn, a 
drive-through barn and a double-four milking parlour. Over the decades Ike added two major 
additions to the barn and increased the parlour to a double-twelve in order to accommodate 
their growing herd.
As the operation began to transition to Ben and Lauren, the family planned additional 
improvements. After several years of preparation, construction of a brand-new barn and 
milking parlour was completed in October of 2018.
Their new facilities incorporate the latest in dairy innovation. A new 50-stall DeLaval 
rotary parlour features robotic pre-dip and in-liner post dip, as well as 
milk meters that use infrared-light technology. Similarly, their new 
barn utilizes innovation to maximize efficiencies and cow flow.
“Cow comfort was paramount in our design,” says Ben. To this 
end, the family installed a computer-operated three-way sort 
gate extending from the parlour, so cows can be sorted for 
hoof trimming or a vet check. Their facilities also boast lots of 
natural light, large stalls, and rubber mats in the holding area.
The barn is divided into four sections, which accommodate 
different production groups. Each section contains a water 
trough, humidity-regulating fans, curtains along the 
exterior, and swinging cow brushes. “The brushes never 
stop,” says Ben, with a laugh. “The cows are really 
enjoying them.”
Also noteworthy is the installation of GEA scrapers, a flush 
system, and a sand lane in their new facility. This new set up is 
optimal for nutrient recovery, since it separates manure solids 
from liquid, and recovers sand bedding.

BC DAIRY
Growing Forward with     Innovation

Fraser Valley
Water Smart

Advantages:
• Two people can efficiently milk their 600 head herd.

• A rotary design gives the family flexibility to accommodate quota increases and also 
preferences within the parlour itself – including platform speed.

• Robotic pre-dip and in-liner post dip eliminates repetitious work and ensures each quarter 
is dipped before teat end closure.

• The new facilities standardize milking and feeding for the benefit of cow comfort, 
productivity and flow.

• The new barn contains a convenient automatic footbath. It pre-measures treatments and can be 
drained and refilled between groups.

• Before the rotary installation, the Bredenhofs milked 
twice a day; they now milk three times a day.
• Their veterinarian, nutritionist and DeLaval service 

providers can all access cow data within the barn’s 
computer system (via the DelPro Companion app).

Challenges:
• Scheduling with contractors required 
oversight. “You need to make sure you get 
your chores done, as well as oversee the 

build,” says Ben.
• The family began to plan for their new 

facilities several years ago, and broke ground 
in June of 2017. For those considering a similar 

structure, they advise to allow adequate time.
• Although a focus tends towards completing daily 

chores, Ben advises keeping an eye on the little 
things in a build. The small details are worth it in the 

finished product.

Recommendations:
The family conducted research and toured rotary farms in Alberta and Washington state before finalizing their 

plans. “Know what you want because you are the one who has to manage it,” says Ben. “Take in ideas from 
others but be firm in what you want. At the end of the day, a farmer knows his own cows best.”

“Take advantage of new technology as much as possible,” adds Ike. “In ten years, technology is going to 
change. It’s important to consider whether your operation will be able to keep up with that.”

The history of Bredale Dairy Ltd. spans many generations. Ike Bredenhof’s 
father Bill grew up in Holland and immigrated to Alberta with his wife Greta in 
1950. They eventually relocated to BC, and in 1981, the family bought a dairy 
farm in Chilliwack.
Ike and his wife Linda took over the operation in 1986. Over the years, 
their five children helped out greatly by doing their daily chores!
Today, their son Ben (whose lineage reveals he is a ninth-generation 
farmer!) and daughter-in-law Lauren are also running the farm, along 
with help from their children: Keegan, Liam, Eli, Emrie and Macie.

Bredale Dairy Ltd.
By Christine Terpsma, BCDA

The Bredenhof family 
in their new barn. 

(L-R) Ben, Lauren, 
Macie, Keegan, Emrie, 

Linda, Ike, Eli, Liam.

Farm Facts:
• Bredale Dairy Ltd. milks 600 cows, 

up from 28 in 1981, and 85 in 1986!
• Their build features a DeLaval 50-stall PR3100 rotary parlour, with 

robotic pre-dip teat spray and ADF auto post dip.
• The parlour uses MM27 milk meters with infrared light technology.

• They average 38.5kg/day, with a butterfat average of 4%.
• The dairy contains two 8000gal Mueller milk tanks with 

DAIRY CHEQ Q3 technology.
• The family grows corn, grass and a cover crop of winter wheat.

Happy cows enjoying their bright, 
open, spacious new facilities!

The farm’s rotary parlour software contains a wealth 
of information, including real-time updates on which 
cows are milking, and various health parameters.
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(photo 1)

Rice threshing in Bali, Indonesia.

(photo 2)

Adventure park and rice paddies near 
Semarang, Indonesia.

(photo 5)

Cattle crossing near Hambantota, Sri Lanka.

By Mike Yusko, BC Dairy Historical Society

On our adventures to Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and 
Sri Lanka, we visited several farming communities. Most 
farms are very small (just 0.8 hectares) compared to 
Canada and yet feed large and growing populations. Small 
farms account for 90 percent of Indonesia’s agriculture 
production with the main crop being rice, grown on 
beautifully terraced paddies. Java is the most populated 
island in the Indonesian Archipelago with a population of 
150 million people, a density of 3,000 people per square 
mile! Indonesians eat rice at every meal and even though 
the country is the third largest producer of rice in the 
world and has increased production yearly, the growing 
population eats all domestic production, requiring 
more to be imported from Thailand and Vietnam. The 
government has a campaign to curb people’s rice 
consumption by encouraging “one day without rice” (per 
week) and promoting other foods. The average person in 
Indonesia spends over half their income on food.

Here’s to
WEARING  
OUT YOUR  
WORK GLOVES
We’re proud to finance the people, the dreams,  
and the future of Canadian agriculture.

Here’s to Canadian agriculture. Here’s to you.

fcc.ca

Asian Agriculture Adventures!

Production is very labour-intensive and has not changed 
much for thousands of years. The cost of mechanization 
is too high for small farms, but some will share small 
rice threshing machines. It is common to see rice being 
threshed by hand as it is believed to produce cleaner 
rice which the farmers prefer for their own use. The 
Indonesian government is trying to improve production 
by investing in irrigation and encouraging the use of 
fertilizers. However, the piles of deteriorating fertilizer 
sacks we saw on the edges of the fields indicate that 
farmers are not comfortable with modern methods.

As in Canada, farmland is being lost to urban and industrial 
expansion. Also new homes on the farm for the offspring 
further reduce farm size. The average farmer earns about 
$500 to $1000 per year, less than the city jobs which 
average about $6000 per year and entice young people 
to the city. Government is also encouraging agri-tourism 
to improve farm returns and keep young people farming. 
We saw some small villas, as well as an adventure park, 

being constructed on farmland. “HOME STAY” signs, like 
our “Bed and Breakfasts” in Canada, invite tourists to live 
with the farm family, eat the local foods and experience 
the rural life.

Roadside stands selling everything from fruit and 
vegetables to vehicle parts are a common sight, along 
with kiosks with small racks of 1L glass liquor and pop 
bottles…. filled with gasoline! With so few gas stations, 
entrepreneurs buy gas and resell it along the roadside.

In Sri Lanka, cows are plentiful and, along with water 
buffalo, can be seen to wander freely along the roadside. 
On our trip to Hambantota, all traffic on a busy four-lane 
highway came to a stop to let a farmer herd his cows across, 
helping a newborn calf keep up to its mother. Another 
strange sight was a large herd grazing unfenced on a large 
traffic exchange, keeping the area “mowed” down.

We returned from our wonderful travels with a greater 
appreciation of the economics of food production in Canada.
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WITH THE MCHALE V660 

34856 Harris Rd, Abbotsford BC 

604-826-3281

www.matsquiagrepair.com 
1-844-339-2261

@matsquiagrepair

• From 6 months to springing
• AI, Vaccinations, Hoof Care
• Quality forages and no overcrowding
• Freestall barn, outdoor exercise yard 

and limited pasture pen
• In the Fraser Valley
• Transport available

Rick Hendriksen
604-818-5891

I N T R O D U C I N G

HENDRIKSEN 
HOLSTEINS
Custom Heifer 

Raising

Conscientious 
Care from 

Experienced 
Dairyman

Yarrow Days 
Embraces 

World Milk Day
Yarrow Days 2019 is a community 
celebration in the heart of the Fraser 
Valley, and this year’s event is themed 
“Cows & Plows.” Taking place June 1st 
(World Milk Day) and 2nd, the organizing 
committee is embracing the local 
agriculture community and inviting them 
to have a large presence in the festivities. 
The Saturday itinerary includes a fun run, 
parade, full afternoon of family activities 
and musical entertainment at the park 
and an evening Dinner & Dance. Sunday’s 
agenda includes a community church 
service and brunch at the park.

With the support of our dairy producer 
associations, we look forward to 
showcasing Canadian dairy products and 
their local producers to the consumers 
in attendance. Please consider entering 
a dairy-themed float in the parade, or 
attending the event outfitted in your 
Canadian Milk attire. Contact Kristin Dahl 
for more details on parade entries at 
kdahl@bcdairy.ca or 
604-768-8281.

Join the World Milk 
Day party with a big 
splash in Yarrow ~ 
Fun City, BC! 

1-800-617-8908 diamondhoofcare.com

Contact your local dealer

Aerosol

Spraying

Footbath

Gel

mailto:kdahl@bcdairy.ca
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UBC Research Focus

By Anne-Marieke Smid

Anne-Marieke Smid obtained her Double 
Masters degree in Animal Sciences at 
Wageningen University, The Netherlands 
and the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, and is currently a PhD Candidate 
in the Animal Welfare Program at the 
University of British Columbia. 

Good welfare for a dairy cow extends 
beyond health; being able to express 
behaviours that are important to dairy 
cows is also an important component 
of welfare. Many studies conducted at 
the UBC Dairy Education and Research 
Centre aim to identify what behaviours 
or environmental features are important 
for dairy cows. Here, I will outline some 
studies which we have undertaken that 
have looked at providing outdoor access.

Outdoor access
When given a free choice in summer 
months, cows spent most of the time 
inside the freestall barn during the day 
but spent around 90% of the night on 
pasture. When dairy cow motivation to 
access pasture was tested, we found that 
cows worked as hard to obtain access 
to pasture as to access fresh feed (TMR) 
after 1.5 hour of feed deprivation. Access 
to pasture also facilitates the expression 
of estrus behaviours and provides cows 
with an environment that can help lame 
cows recover. However, providing access 
to pasture can be difficult on some farms 
and at certain times of the year. Alternative 
outdoor areas, such as a sand or wood chip 
pack, require less space, and may therefore 
be easier to implement on some farms, 
leading us to conduct several studies 

newholland.com

Better baling starts 
with a cleaner cut.

AG CENTRE: Chilliwack
44725 Yale Road West, 
Chilliwack, BC  V2R 4H3 
604-792-1301

Chemainus:
3306 Smiley Road,  
Chemainus, BC  V0R 1K4
250-246-1203

HEAD OFFICE: Langley
21869 - 56th Avenue, 
Langley, BC  V2Y 2M9 
Toll Free 1-800-665-9060

© 2019 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. 
New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States 

and many other countries, owned by or licensed to 
CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Toll Free 1-800-242-9737 
www.rollinsmachinery.com

Cut it clean. Dry it fast. Bale it dense. That’s the key to better 
results. Starting with our Discbine® disc mower-conditioners, 
each model features more convenient adjustments, the 
time-saving QuickMax™ knife-change system and effective  
Wide-Dry™ conditioning solutions. The result is dependable 
machines, built strong and smart for reliability. Plus they’re 
backed by the MowMax™ 3-year disc cutterbar warranty. 
Visit BetterBaling.com to learn firsthand about the benefits of 
higher round-bale density. Let’s get it done.

• Clean sand does not 
support microbes

• Less illness
• Reduced treatment costs
• Less antibiotic risk
• Less discarded milk
• Ultra Cow Comfort
• Sand benefits your land

Bedding Sand Solutions

Improving Cow Comfort and Animal Welfare with Outdoor Access
investigating the preference of dairy cows 
to access alternative outdoor areas.

Sand Pack
In one experiment, eight groups of 12 cows 
were housed in a freestall barn with ad 
libitum TMR available and allowed access 
to both a large pasture and an outdoor 
sand pack that provided 12m2 per cow. 
When allowed access to both pasture and 
the pack, cows showed a clear preference 
for pasture: cows spent 91% (range: 80 – 
99%) of the night on pasture, 1% (range: 0 
– 4.5%) of the night on the sand pack and 
the remaining time in the barn. When only 
provided access to pasture we observed 
a similar trend, with cows spending 
90% (range: 76 – 100%) of the night 
outside. However, when cows were only 
given access to the sand pack, they still 
spent 44% (range: 10 – 72%) of the night 
outside. The larger space allowance on 
pasture may have made this option more 
attractive to cows than the smaller sized 
sand pack. Cows could also have preferred 
the pasture as they could graze there; 
grazing is a natural behaviour for cows 
that may be important for their welfare.

Wood Chip Pack
In a follow-up experiment, we investigated 
cow preference for a wood chip pack 
during summer (eight groups) and winter 
(seven groups). Cows had 24-hour access 
to the outdoor pack from the freestall barn 
in which TMR was provided ad libitum. In 
summer, cows spent 3% (range: 1-11%) of 
the day and 50% (range: 16 – 84%) of the 
night outside (Figure 1). Previous research 
showed that cows try to avoid solar 
radiation, which may be an important 

factor in explaining this result. In winter, 
cows were rarely outside, spending on 
average 2% (0 – 5%) of the day and 2% 
(range: 0 – 7%) of the night outside (Figure 
2). The combination of various weather 

Figure 1. 
Mean (± SE) 
percentage of 
time dairy cows 
spent on the 
outdoor pack 
when provided 
a free choice 
between a 
freestall barn and 
an outdoor pack 
during the summer 
(redrawn from 
Smid et al., 2019).

Figure 2. 
Mean  (± SE) 
percentage of 
time dairy cows 
spent on the 
outdoor pack 
when provided 
a free choice 
between a 
freestall barn and 
an outdoor pack 
during the winter 
(Redrawn from 
Smid et al., 2019).

conditions like strong winds and snowfall 
could have been aversive to the cows. 
Interestingly, on days where there was 
little precipitation and low wind speeds, 
cows spend about half of the night outside.
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360-354-6900 • www.daritech.com

Invest in your 
farm’s future!
Daritech engineers efficiency and longevity into everything

we develop and manufacture. We’ve been helping dairy 
farmers get the most out of their land and herds for over 
three decades. The experience of working with dairies of all 
shapes and sizes gives us the knowledge to develop cost-
effective, automated process flow solutions for your farm.

We can help you do MORE with LESS ...

LESS COST
LESS LABOR
LESS ENERGY
INCREASED EFFICIENCY
INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY

Partner with Daritech and you’ll get more than just a single 
piece of equipment that might address one challenge, you’ll get 
the benefit of years of experience and sound advice to help you 
ensure the future of your farm and family.

Contact us today for a dealer near you!

SAND BEDDING RECOVERY
Proven technology that provides 

quality sand bedding with low 
organics, substantial bedding costs 
savings, and minimal maintenance.

SOLIDS SEPARATION
Self cleaning manure separators 
at reasonable prices in a range of 
sizes and applications that provide 

reliable, low maintenance operation.

FLUSH WATER SYSTEMS
With our patented systems, your 

holding pen, sort lane, and transfer 
lane can be flushed clean, 24 hours 
a day, with high quality flush water.

MANURE PUMPING
Our manure pump line offers a 
broad selection with innovative 
features for demanding dairy 

applications including vertical pit 
pumps, agitators, mixing pumps 

and dairy flush pumps.
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(PPT Slide 2)

Globally, Semex’s product mix has changed significantly in four years.

(PPT Slide 1)

Bow Valley Genetics Metrics

Top of the line in 
cow comfort and 

customer 
satisfaction.  
Talk to your 
route truck 

salesman today!

DeLaval 
Swinging 

Cow Brushes

J&D Farmers  
Dairy ServiceLTD

Abbotsford
604-853-2372

Enderby
250-838-0745

BLACKSTOCK Hay Sales

» Dairy Hay
» Feeder Hay
» Calf Hay

» Wheat Straw
» Rye Straw

Contact
Bailey

604-991-4355
Landon

604-798-2133

We haul most of our own hay, so when it gets 
hard to get trucks we’ve got you covered.

established since 2010

“Competitive Prices”
Supplying the Dairy Industry 

with High Quality Hay

By Tars Cheema

March 19 marked a milestone AGM for 
Canada’s longest operating genetics 
company – WestGen was celebrating 
its 75th Anniversary and reporting on 
a myriad of impressive initiatives and 
associated business units, all having 
notable results to share.

Comments from the Top
Paul Meyer, WestGen’s Sales and 
Marketing Manager reminded attendees 
of the humble beginnings of the Lower 
Fraser Valley Artificial Insemination 
Centre in 1944, which survived lean years 
with prudent fiscal management, to 
become the multi-faceted industry leader 
it is today.

Board President Eric Iversen poignantly 
opened his address with a moment of 
silence for the Hessels family of Delta, 
recognizing that everyone in the broader 
dairy community hurts when we have lost 
a child on farm.

Metrics
• Semen production up 5.8%
• ET revenue increased 24%
• IVF continues to grow 186% growth
• Expansion of bull housing & collection space
• 10th anniversary open house August

Semen Revenue Breakdown

From Humble Beginnings –  What a Difference 75 Years Makes!
“You don’t get to be 75 years old without 
a few bumps, bruises, challenges and 
obstacles. We can look back and note 
many farm organizations that failed to 
adapt and remain viable. WestGen has and 
thrived.” Iversen thanked the ‘founding 
fathers’ who “set a path of progress, 
ingenuity and pride that is deep-rooted 
in the foundation of WestGen.” In an 
otherwise upbeat presentation, he 
acknowledged the one ‘sour’ note of the 
year was the disappointing performance 
of the company’s investments due to a 
difficult global investment climate.

CEO Chris Parry, also in a buoyant mood, 
recognized the founding fathers, “They 
had a great idea which has brought us 
here today.” He commended the dedicated 
employees of WestGen as being one of the 
factors in the company’s long success, 
by “doing what’s right when no one’s 
watching.” While the name Aerostar may 
seem like nothing more than a dusty relic 
of the past, Parry reminded the audience 
that Aerostar was the first of WestGen’s 
sires to produce or sell 1M doses of semen, 

and indeed, build the sound financial base 
from which WestGen was able to grow in 
several directions. Parry went on to identify 
WestGen’s three Strategic Priorities going 
forward: 1) the Semex Partnership, 2) 
External Communication, and 3) company 
structure, talent and resources. While 
net income was down marginally in 2018 
(-$60K) following a record year in 2017, the 
performance remains nearly eight times 
greater than the company’s 2012 bottom 
line. Additionally, the total semen doses 
and sexed semen doses followed the same 
pattern. An interesting phenomenon is 
the continued growth of beef semen on 
dairy cattle – about 20% increase for the 
third year. Despite the difficult year the 
investments experienced in 2018, they 
have rebounded significantly in the early 
months of 2019 we were told. The company 
still finished the year with a reassuring net 
asset value of $35.5M.

Business Unit Updates
Boviteq West experienced a strong uptick 
of sales activity with the Bow Valley 

Country Doses

USA 2,167,000

China 1,384,000

Canada 1,380,000

Brazil 1,300,000

Argentina 572,000

Italy 349,000

U.K. 342,000

Germany 296,000

Pakistan 273,000

Mexico 261,000

Top 10 Countries by Doses - 
From our Distribution Network
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(photo 1)

Not quite a Pioneer, Brian Shaw 
has been training inseminators for 
three generations!

Meinen Brothers Agri Services Inc.
Agassiz
604-819-5557
604-796-3820
www.facebook.com/meinenbrothers

MB Agri  |  Farm Innovations Since 1998

The Vermeer TM1410 Call us 
for a demo!

21’ cutting width! 
Less time cutting equals 
more time drying!

TE330 Tedder 
33’ coverage gets the job done fast and gentle.
Dual length hook tines cleverly handle damp and dry grass 
differently – ensuring the damp grass stays on top with even 
dispersion for uniform drying.
Coiled hook design is flexible -minimizes breakage.  
The only 3-year limited warranty in the field today!

Narrowest Mower for Transport!
The TM1410 Mower skillfully folds down to 9’ width 
for easier moving.

WWW.MBAGRI.CA

   MOW
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(photo 3)

You only turn 75 once! The 
extensive array of signage blended 
the past with the future brilliantly!

(photo 2)

WestGen’s past and current 
directors gather for a photo with the 
elaborate 75th Anniversary cake.

Starting in 1969, Brian Shaw’s career 
has witnessed much evolution in the AI 
industry. He was adept at handling the 
1cc glass ampules which few would recall 
today! The evolution to 1/2 cc straws 
eventually transitioned to the 1/4 cc 
straw, and then came sexed semen. He 
has seen it all.

He first started teaching insemination in 
1980 and the following year, he instructed 
Bob Massie, Gary Booy, Albert Streutker 
and Tars Cheema – who for a time, all 
worked at BCAI Centre together! His 
career in the AI industry has spanned so 
many years, that he has begun to train the 
third generation of on-farm inseminators!

Entertaining as always, Shaw recalled the 
days of roping cattle at Border Feedlot 
before a more preferable set-up was 
found at Midway Auction in Abbotsford. He 
has conducted AI training across BC and 
the prairies.

He shared how the ‘no jewelry’ rule came 
about, after the two separate incidents of 
women losing their diamond rings inside 
a cow! (It was unclear if the diamonds 
sparkled the same after getting washed 
off!) With some understandable emotion, 

44 Years in AI and Training the Third Generation!

Brian expressed how WestGen as a 
company bonded with their clients. He 
implored those carrying the torch today 
to take the time to engage with young 
people in the cattle industry. “Inspire the 
next generation – it’s always been about 
the people,” he drove home. Though Brian 
retired officially in 2012, it appears he isn’t 
quite ready to completely hand-off his 
inseminator-training duties.

More WestGen 75th Anniversary coverage 
in the next issue! 

Genetics partnership in Alberta last year. 
Their heavy seasonal activity in ET and 
IVF is due to their primary focus in beef 
genetics, but that is changing with the 
recent addition of 30+ bulls from Semex. 
Eric Carmichael added that 670 Ovum 
Pick-ups (OPU’s) were performed in 2018, 
split 50/50 between BC and Alberta. 
These procedures yielded 3200 viable 
embryos. The new pricing structure was 
well-received, helping to fuel growth, with 
more commercial producers taking up the 
resultant high-end embryos.

Cryogen saw a significant increase in sales 
after a year of investment in 2017. Cryogen 
has grown to become the largest supplier 
of liquid nitrogen to the medical industry 
in Canada! The plans are to continue on a 
growth curve with additional skilled people 
to staff the new targeted areas, including 
a foray into the US Pacific Northwest.

Kassie Jansen presented a brief look 
at the progress Proventus has made in 
the past year. The consulting business 
focused on establishing a presence on 
social media, developing an in-depth 
magazine, and attending various dairy 
events in western Canada to help ‘get the 
message out.’ Proventus also grew their 
actual service provision in the areas of 
Business Management, Animal Health, IT 
Services and graphic design support to 
clients. “As we change perceptions in the 
industry, we are increasing clients and 
bringing about more brand awareness,” 
she concluded.

WestGen Endowment Fund
Chair of WEF, Tim Hofstra enthusiastically 
reported that the Fund established 
in 2004 with seed capital of $5M has 
surpassed the $2M mark of funding 
shared back into the cattle industry with 
the 2018 contributions of $128,229.85! Of 
the total, nearly $550,000 was provided to 
youth development projects and various 
scholarships! The Fund continues to 
support a variety of extension, targeted 
research and other special projects all 
benefiting the cattle industry.

Semex
“2018 was a challenging year on many 
fronts,” began well-known Semex CEO, 
Paul Larmer. Despite the difficulties of 
depressed milk prices and political trade 
issues, the outcome was impressive, 
with revenues of $140M and profits of 
$7.8M, an increase of 22%! The US has 
long been a major market for Semex, but 
the continued multi-year poor milk price 
is cause for concern. “The world dairy 
market is difficult,” he continued to paint a 
bleak picture. The market saw a continued 
shift, with a drop in conventional semen 
revenues, in favour of an increase in sexed 
semen (16%), and 20% increase in beef 
semen revenues. The strategy includes 
further diversification of non-semen 
products as well as non-traditional semen 
products (sexed, beef).

“As we see a change in product mix, we 
need to adjust the collection and housing 
equation,” he explained. With 73% of 
revenues coming from genomic sires, the 
best young sires need to be sorted. Other 
sources of revenue included Heatime 
(Ai24), ET services, and Immunity+. In the 
case of the novel Immunity+ product line, 
these high-immune response genetics 

are growing in popularity, reaching 35% of 
global sales for the company! New research 
into the colostrum from Immunity+ 
breeding could enhance the value even 
further. Politics are proving complicated in 
the semen export world. With Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey giving Canada the cold political 
shoulder, access to their dairy semen 
market remains restricted. Similarly, China 
has yet to renew Canada’s expired import 
certificate, leaving Semex’s local Chinese 
AI unit as the sole supplier of Semex 
product. “It will always be a tremendous 
challenge to manage business in China,” 
admitted Larmer.

http://www.facebook.com/meinenbrothers
http://WWW.MBAGRI.CA


38      BC HOLSTEIN NEWS  •  SPRING 2019

Have questions?

We recognize that adopting practices for biosecurity necessitates 

extra time and care for record keeping. Ultimately, if not identified and 

addressed, biosecurity hazards can impact farm safety and profitability. 

If you have any questions about the new module, please don’t hesitate 

to reach out to the BCDA proAction team at proaction@bcdairy.ca.

1. The Biosecurity module comes 
into effect in September of 2019.
Why is this important? Those who are 
scheduled for full validations in September onwards will be required to complete a 
biosecurity risk assessment with their 
veterinarian. The assessment will be included in the package of materials mailed to your farm two months in advance of your validation date, so that you may present a completed form at your validation. The risk assessment contains a checklist of best management practices and guidance for developing a 

biosecurity plan. Your vet can help guide the risk assessment process, as they are required to sign off on the information provided.
2. Biosecurity may be a 
new module, but it builds on 
some of the information you 
already collect.
You’ve been hearing about this proAction pillar for some time now. The new module ultimately includes requirements in three categories: cattle health management, cattle additions and movement, and lastly personnel, visitors, vehicles and equipment.
As part of proAction protocols, dairy 
producers already record animal treatments under Record 10 (Food Safety). Under the new module, producers will be required 
to record disease events that correspond with treatments administered. For cows, 
the following disease events will need to be recorded alongside treatment records: lameness, mastitis, diarrhea, pneumonia, abortion and death. For calves, if treatment is issued for diarrhea or pneumonia, or a calf dies—a note of the disease will need to be present in your treatment records.

The new disease event category will be built into your Record 10 note taking sheet (an updated copy will be included as part of 
the package sent ahead of your scheduled validation). Aside from record keeping in order to meet proAction requirements, keeping track of incidents of lameness, and corresponding treatments can act as an important tool to assist you in verifying the effectiveness of your hoof care program.

3. The development of an SOP for 
vaccination is part of the program.
Developing standard operating procedures (SOP) is a task you’ve already completed in other areas of your farm. With the 

introduction of the Biosecurity module, an SOP for vaccinating against specific diseases of concern will be added as a requirement. The purpose? Vaccinations help to avoid 
compromising your cattle when introducing new or returning animals to the herd. They also help control the spread of disease within a closed herd.

Consult with your veterinarian to establish a vaccination program based on your herd’s Cattle Health Management Plan. This SOP must be accessible to staff (e.g. written or a video) to ensure they are trained in the proper procedures.

You may be wondering: what if I consult with my veterinarian and determine vaccinations are not required for my herd? If you have assessed the potential risks and decide not to vaccinate your herd, it still must be stated in your Vaccination SOP.

4. Cattle movement in and out of 
the farm will require an SOP.
One of the highest biosecurity risks for your operation is the movement of cattle between different farms (e.g. purchasing or selling cattle, introducing new cows to your herd). To reduce risks of introducing infectious diseases when bringing new animals into your barn, the establishment of an SOP in cooperation with your veterinarian will be required.

Similarly, an SOP for returning cattle to your herd (e.g. after a cattle show or boarding at another herd) will be required. This SOP can be combined with your SOP for introduction of cows to your herd, if the procedures are similar.

Within this SOP, producers will need to:
- Request information on all cattle prior to purchase and movement;
- designate an area for incoming cattle;
- observe and examine new additions;
- respond to any abnormalities;
- and perform the actions that 

must be taken for new cattle prior 
to their introduction into the 
home herd.

5. Each farm will develop 
an SOP for personnel, 
visitors, vehicles and 
equipment.
Chances are, you’ve worn the 
biosecurity booties provided during 
the annual Dairy Expo farm tours 

in the Fraser Valley. While these will not 
necessarily be required on a day-to-day 
basis, the implementation of a visitor SOP will encourage you to take steps to prevent the introduction of infectious diseases by way of on-farm traffic.

Family, employees, farm visitors and service providers can unintentionally bring infectious diseases into the barn. Within this SOP, 
producers will work with their veterinarian to implement processes to mitigate the risk of disease introduction.
Biosecurity measures for this module include requiring all visitors and service personnel to wash and disinfect boots prior to entering the production area. Alternatively, visitors can wear overshoes or disposable boots. List the procedures that work best for your operation and include a designated area for the discarding of disposable coveralls, boots and gloves.

Many farms already have a wash station that visitors can use before entering the 
production area. Under your new SOP, 
providing and maintaining a wash station area for personnel will be required.

6. Post a biosecurity sign 
to make visitors aware of 
on-farm procedures.
The BCDA proAction team developed 
biosecurity signs (which can be delivered to your farm – one per IRMA number). 
These signs need to be posted at your farm’s access point and should be visible from 
the main parking area. The signs provide 
instructions for who to contact and where to report when visitors or service providers arrive on farm. These are not to be confused with “no trespassing” signs – which you can 
and are encouraged to post at your main farm gate.

proAction Biosecurity: 
What you Need to Know
The BC Dairy Association
If you’ve checked your email as of late, you will have received 

an invitation to one of our BC Dairy Association (BCDA) proAction 

Biosecurity sessions, which took place this spring. For those who 

weren’t able to attend – allow us to break down the top six things 

you need to know:

BC Dairy Association
3236 Beta Avenue, 
Burnaby, BC  V5G 4K4 
Tel: 604.294.3775 
Fax: 604.294.8199 
Toll free in BC: 1.800.242.MILK [6455]

contactus@bcdairy.ca

www.bcdairy.ca

Milk, Forever at the Heart of a 
Healthy Community!

mailto:proaction@bcdairy.ca
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www.JAYLOR.com

DEALER LOCATIONS:
AVENUE MACHINERY | 1521 Sumas Way, Box 369, Abbotsford, BC V2T 6Z6 | 888-283-3276
AVENUE MACHINERY | 7155 Meadowlark Road, Vernon, BC V1B 3B6 | 800-551-6411
ISLAND TRACTOR & SUPPLY | 4650 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan, BC V9L 6L2 | 888-795-1755
SOUTH PEACE GRAIN CLEANING COOP | 10540 Road 213, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8 | 250-782-7820

Bert Slomp
403.331.1150
Western Canada
Territory Manager

At Jaylor we have designed a TMR Mixer to work 
with your operation offering the effectiveness, 
efficiency and dependability you’ve come 
to expect. Our patented square cut auger 
consistently delivers the mix your cows require. 

Thank you to all our customers; existing, new 
and future! We are excited to build relationships 
that last a life time. 

NEED A 
NEW MIXER?

Contact your local 
dealer for a quote -
Demonstrations 
available to see a 
mixer in action!

BUY with 
Confidence -  
BUY JAYLOR

Call WaterTec Today and Get Your Free Estimate !

            

Toll Free in Canada 1-888-675-7999
www.watertecna.com

Growing More With Less Water 

HDPE Pipe 
Drag Hose

Drag Dairy Fittings 
Cornell Diesel Pump
Irrigation Hose Reel 

Manure Chopper Pump

By Tars 
Cheema

Every once 
in a while, 
we witness 
something in 
our lives that 
stands out as a 
unique marker 
on the road of 
life. The iconic 
Holstein Journal 
has ceased print 
publication as of 
March this year 
after an 81-year 
run! Owner Peter 
English plans to 
maintain the website and the All Canadian 
competitions. English cited the steady 
decline in breeding stock sales both 
privately and at sales as having reduced 
the advertising content. Add to that the 
internet and social media opportunities 
to communicate and market, and the 
consequence for print publications is 
dire. His media release stated “We are 
now crossing the line where the operating 
expenses are exceeding revenues. This 
dilemma leaves us with no alternative but 
to cease publishing the Holstein Journal.”

For many of us that grew up loving the 
cattle breeding business, the Holstein 
Journal, based out of Ontario, was our 
most treasured guidebook. There is no 
question that the library of Journals will 
become the definitive historic record for 
the Canadian Holstein breed – 81 years of 
breeder stories, events, shows, sales and 
much more.

The Journal’s longtime editor and industry 
friend, Bonnie Cooper, gave me a poignant 
sentiment. “While it is sad to see the 
Holstein Journal close, I leave knowing I 
have met many amazing people and made 
many wonderful friends and memories in 
over 45 years that I have been here. There 
is a saying, ‘Don’t cry because it is over. 
Smile because it happened.’ And that is 
going to be my mantra going forward.”

We know change happens. But we 
should pause and recognize the great 
part the Journal played on our industry’s 
remarkable story from 1938! Thank you 
Holstein Journal team! 

The Holstein 
Journal – 

The End of an Era

http://www.JAYLOR.com
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TopTotal BCA Records B.C.
Superior Production – Top 10 for BC

February – March 2019
YEARLINGS (73 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL BCA TOTAL BCA DEV. M DEV. F DEV. P COMP. FARM NAME
VULNAHO 624 DOORMAN GP 83 416-361-397 1174 151 76 130 357 Vulnaho Dairy Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
KAMBROS KOBRA STRIKE 6389 G 79 379-396-356 1131 95 73 74 242 Kambro Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
KAMBROS KINGBOY IDEAL 6407 G 78 385-392-350 1127 99 67 66 232 Kambro Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
DICKLANDS MODESTO 2589 VG 85 352-391-371 1114 81 90 95 266 J. Dick & Family, Chilliwack
KAMBROS MAINEVENT LEXIE 6376 GP 81 352-404-358 1114 68 81 76 225 Kambro Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
VULNAHO 622 LUCKY CHARM G 79 333-412-356 1101 68 127 89 284 Vulnaho Dairy Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
WESTERNROSE RABO LINE GP 80 346-371-366 1083 78 74 95 247 Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., Matsqui
ELMIDO ALOYS TUFFY 2767 G 79 354-368-350 1072 77 72 76 225 Elmido Farms, Chilliwack
ROMYNS KINGPIN SILLY GP 83 351-377-343 1071 69 44 51 164 Romyn-Hill Farm Ltd., Sorrento
ROMYNS SUPERSHOT HAYBINE GP 84 337-379-340 1056 55 46 48 149 Romyn-Hill Farm Ltd., Sorrento

2 YEAR OLDS (108 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL BCA TOTAL BCA DEV. M DEV. F DEV. P COMP. FARM NAME
WESTCOAST ABURN BDUST 4061 VG 85 399-362-451 1212 135 84 173 392 Cedarwal Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
GIFFORD HIGHOCTANE LEER GP 82 371-403-366 1140 111 128 109 348 Gifford Acres Farm Ltd., Abbotsford
VALEDOORN FLEX 2744 2208 F 66 375-363-369 1107 99 62 91 252 Valedoorn Farms Inc., Agassiz
TOLAMIKA BEEMER PATTY GP 84 358-394-352 1104 68 77 64 209 T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale
BLOSSOMDAIRY CHIC DIVINE GP 83 336-418-345 1099 84 119 81 284 Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack
KELTON LAUTION LISA GP 81 331-425-329 1085 66 129 60 255 Kelton Holsteins Ltd., Abbotsford
VALEDOORN CASK 2754 2279 G 73 336-389-355 1080 60 88 77 225 Valedoorn Farms Inc., Agassiz
WESTERNROSE SUDAN SATIRE GP 80 348-387-344 1079 80 87 73 240 Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., Matsqui
MARLENA FACEBOOK 1786 G 75 354-356-364 1074 85 89 102 276 Marlena Farms Ltd., Dewdney
TONESA LHASO ENVIOUS GP 81 360-373-340 1073 74 36 43 153 Tonesa Holsteins Ltd., Chilliwack

3 YEAR OLDS (73 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL BCA TOTAL BCA DEV. M DEV. F DEV. P COMP. FARM NAME
SEAGULL-BAY MAUREEN 510-ET VG 88 432-498-447 1377 156 190 169 515 Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale
WEST CRONKITE 824 GP 80 388-411-376 1175 98 77 81 256 West River Farm, Rosedale
TRIWEST LLSE REGATOR 1057 G 79 342-445-353 1140 49 112 63 224 Triwest Farms Ltd., Chilliwack
WESTAR EXPLODE MAGIC VG 86 351-421-344 1116 61 104 56 221 Westar Holsteins, Rosedale
VALEDOORN EXACTOR 2565 2123 GP 81 359-387-351 1097 83 86 73 242 Valedoorn Farms Inc., Agassiz
ELMIDO ADRIANNA CHASE 2434 GP 81 365-370-350 1085 88 74 76 238 Elmido Farms, Chilliwack
ELMIDO COWBOYS GENOM 2414 VG 85 330-416-330 1076 53 120 56 229 Elmido Farms, Chilliwack
NICOMEN CRONKITE THERESA 355-368-349 1072 84 101 78 263 Nicomen Farm Ltd., Deroche
WEST HOWIE 799 G 78 330-436-304 1070 40 102 9 151 West River Farm, Rosedale
VULNAHO 520 MASCALESE VG 86 385-321-363 1069 120 36 96 252 Vulnaho Dairy Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

4 YEAR OLDS (36 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL BCA TOTAL BCA DEV. M DEV. F DEV. P COMP. FARM NAME
SUNNYHOME MOGUL BLESSING GP 82 362-360-338 1060 72 43 50 165 Westar Holsteins, Rosedale
KAMBROS GUTHRIE JET 5863 G 77 343-383-330 1056 59 60 48 167 Kambro Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
KAMBROS OBSERVER SHEY 5915 G 79 311-401-342 1054 25 76 58 159 Kambro Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
KAMBROS LEXOR SHE 5928 GP 80 313-382-342 1037 27 57 58 142 Kambro Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
WALLYANN UNO SNOW WHITE EX 90 354-357-324 1035 86 52 51 189 Wallyann Holsteins Ltd., Grindrod
TRIWEST ANYA JETT AIR 966 GP 82 323-402-297 1022 30 69 7 106 Triwest Farms Ltd., Chilliwack
BREMERDAIRY NELY 858 GP 82 324-365-331 1020 73 98 79 250 Cliffview Farms Ltd., Enderby
WEST HISTORY 762 GP 80 331-351-333 1015 41 17 38 96 West River Farm, Rosedale
MAZJESTIC ALTAAMAZING CAMILE EX 90 356-311-333 1000 122 51 89 262 Joe Mazur, Enderby
VULNAHO MASCALESE DORA VG 85 369-278-348 995 103 -9 80 174 Vulnaho Dairy Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

5 YEAR OLDS (11 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL BCA TOTAL BCA DEV. M DEV. F DEV. P COMP. FARM NAME
TONESA STEPHANIE HEFTY 962 GP 83 358-408-359 1125 73 71 63 207 Tonesa Holsteins Ltd., Chilliwack
OROBY RAINA WALLE GP 80 324-398-331 1053 59 111 66 236 Oroby Holsteins Ltd., Dewdney
WALLYANN GILLESPY CARMEL GP 82 306-397-328 1031 37 92 54 183 Wallyann Holsteins Ltd., Grindrod
HAMMINGVIEW SUDAN MEMORY VG 87 343-357-328 1028 53 57 45 155 Hammingview Farms Ltd., Pitt Meadows
UBYSSEY BRUNO SALIA 3001 GP 83 347-356-319 1022 98 60 67 225 UBC Dairy Education & Research Centre, Agassiz
VALEDOORN BRIAR 2253 1519 GP 82 319-345-312 976 43 44 34 121 Valedoorn Farms Inc., Agassiz
CEDARWAL WINDBROOK ROCKY VG 85 325-300-345 970 63 24 69 156 Cedarwal Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
LYBA FEVER ANDREA EX 90 317-327-312 956 53 44 45 142 Shadow Ridge Dairy, Agassiz
SILVERVALE STEADY JERRY VG 85 281-374-289 944 31 82 47 160 Gordon Fox, Westwold
FRUEH MAN O MAN AFTER ME AGAIN VG 85 299-328-306 933 45 40 47 132 Frueh Farms Ltd., Duncan

6 YEAR OLDS (4 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL BCA TOTAL BCA DEV. M DEV. F DEV. P COMP. FARM NAME
ELMIDO RAINA LIESL 1783 VG 85 341-388-332 1061 64 92 58 214 Elmido Farms, Chilliwack
HYLJON FEVER JULANE VG 87 286-389-301 976 -2 76 17 91 Westar Holsteins, Rosedale
SUNTASIA BEAU HAVAJAVA VG 88 328-313-329 970 63 26 64 153 Oroby Holsteins Ltd., Dewdney
IBERG BLUESKY OLIVE 1636 GP 81 283-371-279 933 45 108 39 192 Iberg Farms Ltd., Langley

7, 8, 9, 10 YEAR OLDS (0 ANIMALS REPORTED)

LONGTIME PRODUCTION-100,000 KGS OR MORE (18 ANIMALS REPORTED)

ANIMAL NAME LACTATION KGS MILK % FAT % PROTEIN KG PER DAY OF LIFE FARM NAME
WEDGWOOD OUTSIDE REVA EX 90 8 145,617 3.52 3.00 30.86 Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill
UBYSSEY MANAGER KASSIE 5060 VG 85 10 140,371 4.22 3.15 28.22 UBC Dairy Education & Research Centre, Agassiz
SAANWOOD BLITZ DASHIE GP 83 8 129,445 3.23 2.76 31.06 Viewfield Farms Ltd., Courtenay
SAANWOOD SEPTEMBER LAVENDER EX 90 9 126,288 4.06 3.18 29.71 Viewfield Farms Ltd., Courtenay
KLUANE DOLMAN 0083 G 77 6 118,321 3.57 3.23 30.38 W. Lancaster, Walhachin
WEDGWOOD ADELAIDE GOLDWYN EX 90 6 113,383 4.15 3.31 30.53 Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., Victoria, 
       Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill
BONIVISTA TORENTIAL MOON VG 85 8 112,153 4.21 3.38 26.88 Bonivista Farms, Salmon Arm
HARDENBERG MARSH 307 GP 81 8 108,361 3.79 3.02 30.97 Hardenberg & Sons Farm Mgmt. Ltd., Dewdney
SAANWOOD RHYME CASSIE VG 85 9 108,320 4.04 3.33 24.78 Viewfield Farms Ltd., Courtenay
DARIDELITE LATHAM LADYBUG EX 92 8 106,884 4.17 3.36 28.02 Dari Delite Farm Ltd., Sicamous
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STAR BROOD COWS

ANIMAL NAME NO. OF STARS FARM NAME
WILLSWIKK OUTSIDE DELLA EX 95 16 Wikkshaven Holsteins, Cobble Hill
RAELAND LEDUC WILHELMINA EX 92 15 Bradner R Farms, Ashcroft
LINDENRIGHT DUNDEE L LAURAL EX 93 14 Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., Victoria,  
   Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK CHAMPION DIANA EX 91 14 J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd.,  
   Cobble Hill
PENLOW GEORGETTE OUTSIDE EX 96 13 Bradner R Farms, Ashcroft
HAMMING LUCKY CLARA EX 93 12 Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon
MS ATLEES SHOTTLE AUBRY-ET EX 93 11 Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack
IDEE DERRY LOLLY VG 88 9 Bert Tuytel, Chilliwack
MS ATLEES GOLDWYN ARIEL-ET 9 Elmbridge Farms, Chilliwack
MISTY SPRINGS MAN O MAN SATIN VG 86 8 Cedarwal Farms Ltd., Abbotsford
HAMMINGVIEW LOU MARA VG 88 8 Carl Barclay, Maple Ridge,  
   Hammingview Farms Ltd., Pitt Meadows
MS CHASSITY FB CALISTA-ET VG 88 8 Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., Matsqui 

Grasp your window of opportunity 
to improve herd performance

www.trouwnutrition.ca
Talk to your Shur-Gain representative

to learn more about how LifeStart® can
help you improve your herd performance.

TopTotal BCA Records B.C.

 JULY

 10 Vancouver Island Holstein Club Sale Wednesday 7pm, Cowichan Exhibition 
Grounds. Contact Cindy Wikkerink (250-701-2862) for more info.

 11 Vancouver Island Holstein Show Thursday 9:30am 
(starting with 4-H Showmanship), Cowichan Exhibition Grounds. 
Contact Cindy Wikkerink (250-701-2862) for more info.

 17 BC Holstein Branch Golf Tournament Wednesday, Meadowlands Golf & 
Country Club, Chilliwack. More info available at www.bcholsteins.com.

 27-28 Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Country Fest Saturday-Sunday, Albion 
Fairgrounds, Maple Ridge. See www.mrpmcountryfest.com for more details.

 AUGUST

 2-4 Abbotsford AgriFair & Rodeo Friday-Sunday, 
Abbotsford Exhibition Park. Find more info at www.agrifair.ca.

 9-11 Chilliwack Fair Friday-Sunday, Chilliwack Heritage Park. 
See www.chilliwackfair.com for all the details.

 12 Saccomaniacs Agriculture for Autism Golf Tournament 
Monday, Golden Eagle Golf Club, Pitt Meadows. 
See www.saccomaniacsgolf.com for all the details.

 14 Vancouver Island Holstein Club Picnic Wednesday, Bright Angel Park. 
Contact Cindy Wikkerink (250-701-2862) for more info.

 17-September 2 PNE Saturday-Monday. See www.pne.ca for more details.

 19-24 35th Edition of WCC Monday-Saturday, Olds, AB. For more info, see 
https://westerncanadianclassic.com or e-mail Lexi Wright (lexi@cowsmo.com).

 28-September 1 117th Annual IPE Wednesday-Sunday, Armstrong. 
See www.armstrongipe.com for all the details.

 OCTOBER

 10 VI Holstein Club Banquet & Awards Thursday 6pm, Cowichan Golf & 
Country Club. Contact Cindy Wikkerink (250-701-2862) for more info.

 NOVEMBER
 27 BC Branch Annual General Meeting Wednesday 2pm, JW Marriott Parq 

Vancouver, Fairview Ballroom #1&2, 39 Smithe Street, Vancouver. 
In conjunction with the BC Dairy Industry Conference. 

COMING UP Continued from page 3

Longtime WestGen staffer, former 
colleague and current friend, Sonya 
Klemm recently retired from WestGen 
after 31 years of full-time dedicated 
employ. With her fresh Animal Health 
Technician training, Sonya joined BCAI 
Centre in 1986 as a lab assistant, arriving 
only a few months after a young bull named 
Aerostar. In addition to helping process 
the semen on collection day, Sonya was 

Sonya Klemm Retires
also assistant to the staff vet who was 
performing ET flushes around the valley. 
From 1988 to 2011, when the bulls left 
Milner, Sonya was the Lab Manager. Few 
people know the significant impact Sonya 
and her staff had on the BCAI/WestGen 
bulls’ on-farm fertility. It was her keen 
eyes that examined and identified the 
morphology, motility and abnormalities of 
each collection and determined the fate of 
each ejaculate. She was also responsible 
for preparing the extender early on, which 
required great precision, or the results 
to the sperm cells could be disastrous. 
Since 2013, Sonya has been instrumental 
in supporting the growth of Cryogen, 
WestGen’s liquid nitrogen business off-
farm. Sonya’s retirement plans include 
horses, camping and socializing! May it be 
a long and happy retirement Sonya! 

http://www.bcholsteins.com
http://www.mrpmcountryfest.com
http://www.agrifair.ca
http://www.chilliwackfair.com
http://www.saccomaniacsgolf.com
http://www.pne.ca
https://westerncanadianclassic.com
mailto:lexi@cowsmo.com
http://www.armstrongipe.com
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As a technical 
sales and service 
r e p r es e n t a t i ve, 
Brad Luteyn will 
be working with 
producers, helping 
their farms strive 
to reach their full 
potential. Born 
and raised in 
Chilliwack, Brad 
Luteyn spent a 
number of years 
working on dairy 
farms in the area, gaining practical 
experience in the industry. Along with 
Brad’s passion for dairy farming, Brad 
enjoys networking and looks forward to 
developing relationships with producers.

Rebecca Steiger 
is a Dairy Nutrition 
Consultant for 
Clearbrook Grain 
& Milling. Rebecca 
will be providing 
t e c h n i c a l 
service for dairy 
producers in the 
Fraser Valley. 
Rebecca grew up 
in Lynden, WA, as 
the daughter of a 
veterinarian. She 
has a BSc in Animal Science from Dordt 
College (northwest Iowa) and previously 
worked as a dairy feed consultant in 
Michigan and Indiana. She looks forward 
to using her expertise gained from her 
studies and previous work experiences 
to assist producers in dairy nutrition and 
herd management.

(photo 1)

AgSafe BC presents the de Dood 
family of Sunninghill Holsteins 
with their safety Certificate of 
Recognition. (L-R) Curtis de 
Dood, Chad Stewart, June and 
John de Dood.

Industry Updates for 
the next issue of BC 
Holstein News 
Does your company have a new product? 
A new service? A new employee? Tell us all 
about it! If you have an Industry Update – a 
newsworthy note of interest to the dairy 
farmers of British Columbia – please e-mail 
your business announcement to tars@
holsteinnews.com by May 17 for inclusion in 
the Summer 2019 issue of BC Holstein News 
that will go into the mail on June 18.

Announcements will be considered for 
publication on a space available basis and 
may be edited.

Sunninghill Holsteins has been COR 
certified by AgSafe, earning their safety 
Certificate of Recognition.

“By achieving our COR, we have 
developed a good relationship with 
AgSafe. We encourage all farmers to 
develop a relationship with your AgSafe 
provider. Chad Stewart has been great, 
easy to work with and always gets the 
job done!” June de Dood.

Producers participate in AgSafe’s COR 
program to improve their workplace 
safety practices with the goal of 
becoming COR certified.

“COR certification is an extension of 
the safety practices already in place,” 
explains Chad Stewart, AgSafe North 
Okanagan Safety Consultant. “The 
COR program recognizes and rewards 
employers who successfully implement 
a safety management system that 
meets set standards in workplace 

Join us on

Industry Updates

Coming Up ONLINE
Don’t forget to check out our website at 
www.holsteinnews.com for all the latest 
in industry events. Check here regularly 
for dairy happenings across the province. 
We can also post industry updates 
(or reminders) if event information 
has changed after the newspaper 
publication. Email chris@holsteinnews.
com with all your event details and get 
your dairy event included! Remember 
to include all the details: what, where, 
when, how and who!

1009 Belvedere St., Enderby 
Phone 250-838-6455 
Email: gerard@mtnview.ca
Gerard’s Cell: 250-309-3633

As irrigation season approaches Mountain View Electric Ltd. 
wants you to know WE HAVE YOU COVERED.
From Irrigation Reels to Pivots. From underground mainline 
piping to Big Guns and Sprinkler Heads WE HAVE IT.
Not only can we provide you with a new Bauer Reel, we 
also have many Bauer parts IN STOCK, Seal and Seal Kits, 
Shafts, and Bearing Kits. 

A BAUER Group company   |   www.bauer-at.com

Spray booms - for particularly fine and gentle rains.

Rainstar Traveler - compact, cost effective, 
flexible for use on each shape of area.

BAUER is a technological leader in hose 
reel irrigation and the number 1 on the 
world market.

Give Mountain View Electric Ltd. a call for 
ALL of your irrigation wants and needs.
Mountain View Electric Ltd. has been 
servicing the B.C. interior for 45 years.

Over 3.7 Million Acres 
Irrigated By BAUER Worldwide

OVER STOCKED? 
TOO MUCH MANURE?

LET US RAISE  
YOUR HEIFERS
• Keep your genetics in your herd

• Get your heifers off concrete and 
into our brand-new dry lot facility

• Enhance respiratory and hoof 
performance in our dry interior climate

• Full vaccination protocol

• AI breeding

• Now accepting calves from 6 months 
old, breeding age, and bred heifers

Call now to see how we 
can fit into your farm’s 
expansion plans!

KAMLOOPS B.C.

CONTACT:

Kevin Mammel 
604-703-9992

Glenn Degroot 
604-819-5019

Aaron Neels 
604-819-5136

Sunninghill Earns COR Certification

health and safety.”

COR certified employers may be eligible 
for WorkSafeBC incentive payments. 
Contact AgSafe at 1-877-533-1789 or 
visit www.AgSafeBC.ca. 

Clearbrook Grain & Milling Ltd. Welcomes Brad Luteyn 
and Rebecca Steiger to their Sales Team

BC Holstein News is on FACEBOOK! LIKE 
us online and stay updated with last-
minute announcements and events.

Brad Luteyn Rebecca Steiger

mailto:tars@holsteinnews.com
mailto:tars@holsteinnews.com
http://www.holsteinnews.com
mailto:chris@holsteinnews.com
mailto:chris@holsteinnews.com
mailto:gerard@mtnview.ca
http://www.bauer-at.com
http://www.AgSafeBC.ca
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SEE A WART.
STOP A WART.

 
•  FAST ACTING TOPICAL ANTISEPTIC that

works after ONE application

•  Formulated with HEALMAX and designed
for easy spot application

•  Works during the harshest winter
temperatures

•  Farmers’ most trusted and proven topical
product for hairy heel warts

HEALMAX® SPRAY.
Fast. Effective. Proven.

www.agrocheminc.com

©2019 AGROCHEM, INC.  

Before After

STORE HOURS 
MON - FRI: 9 - 6, SAT: 9 - 5

604-846-0120
#1 - 45802 LUCKAKUCK WAY 

CHILLIWACK, BC  V2R 5P9
www.chilliwackworknplay.com

Work in comfort. 
Shop at your 

local Work’n Play 
in Chilliwack.

Holstein Canada 
Herds of 

Distinction Award
Holstein Canada released their new Herds 
of Distinction award recently. These herds 
are identified from the total milk, fat 
and protein lifetime production of those 
animals that completed their lactations 
in 2018. Winners are grouped by herd size.

In BC, these are the top ranked herds in 
each herd size category:

Name Avg Kg Milk # Cows

Frueh Farms 39,635 86

Evergraze Holsteins 39,382 42

Westar Holsteins 38,806 65

Swaansite Holsteins 37,026 27

Wisselview Farms 36,188 177

Willswikk Holsteins 33,428 194

Congratulations to these herdowners, 
who must be doing many things right to 
permit so many cows to milk well over 
many lactations to achieve this Distinction 
Award!

A full list of herds and other production 
details can be found on the Holstein 
Canada website. 

John and Joni DeWitt and family were 
thrilled to be awarded a Master Breeder 
Shield at the beginning of 2019.

We will be featuring their story in the 
Summer issue of BC Holstein News – Stay 
tuned! 

http://www.chilliwackworknplay.com
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(L-R) Trevor Hargreaves, 
MP Elizabeth May, Mickey 
Aylard, Christine Terpsma 
and Jared De Jong. The BC 
Team met with Elizabeth 
May to discuss the issues 
DFC is facing, including 
the USMCA deal. The MP 
for Saanich-Gulf Islands 
agreed to ask the Prime 
Minister to not ratify 
the USMCA deal before 
President Trump does.

(360) 354-6900 • www.daritech.com

Feeding pasteurized non-saleable milk will save you 
money compared to using powdered milk replacer, 
while providing healthier, faster growing calves!

According to a clinical trial of 438 calves published 
in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, researchers concluded that feeding 
nonsaleable pasteurized milk versus milk replacer 
not only produced larger calves with less treatment, 
but also saved the farm, on average, $34 per calf 
by the time they were weaned!

WESTWAARD

From 20 gallon to 800 gallon capacity, we have a 
calf milk pasteurizer to accommodate your dairy!

Contact us for a dealer near you!

FABRICATORS for DARITECH

MOM’S MILK IS BEST
Everybody knows that

By Mickey Aylard, Brackenhurst Farm, 
Chair, Island Milk Producers

The DFC Conference in Ottawa took place 
February 5-7. The first day was Lobby Day, 
where DFC members attended meetings 

By Christine Koch

On March 3, 2019 MYMP directors and 
other young dairy farmers gathered for 
a social evening and an opportunity to 
learn about the nutritional side of dairy 
farming. The focus was on butter fat and 
heifer nutrition. The event was held at the 
Quality Hotel and the room was packed. 
The evening was sponsored by RBC and 
Ritchie Smith Feeds.

Brittney Schurmann from Ritchie Smith 
Feeds started the evening off with her 
presentation on milk fat and heifer 

Delivering the Dairy Message
Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC) Conference, Ottawa

with MPs to advocate for our dairy industry. 
There were several key messages DFC 
wanted to get across to parliamentarians, 
including requesting that the Prime 
Minister not ratify the CUSMA before 

Young StockCorner Mainland Young Milk Producers
MYMP Does Nutrition

nutrition. Brittney focused on four main 
topic areas: milk fat and factors affecting 
production; example scenarios of pro-
milk fat and anti-milk fat; heifer nutrition 
goals and growth monitoring; and heifer 
nutritional requirements and goals. She 
discussed the factors that affect milk 
fat production; including both non-feed 
related factors like genetics and feed 
related topics such as feed management, 
nutrition, and management. She provided 
eight strategies to maximize milk fat. Her 
take home message for heifer nutrition 
was, “What you feed and how you care 

the US does, to be sure there aren’t any 
more surprises (although with the current 
regime in the US, I suppose we are always 
in for surprises!)

I chose to stick with the ‘Healthy Eating 
Strategy’ as my primary key speaking point 
because I believe that we must continue to 
encourage Canadians, especially children, 
that dairy is an important part of their diet 
for growth and development. I was lucky 
enough to meet with my local MP, Elizabeth 
May, who was also an advocate for dairy 
and very receptive to our proposals. My 
other meetings included Randall Garrison, 
MP for Esquimalt/Saanich, Murray Rankin, 
MP for Victoria, and Alistair MacGregor, 
Cowichan MP and NDP Ag critic. All were 
relatively positive meetings with engaged 
politicians.

The DFC conference occupied the final 
two days, where several presenters gave 

their quick updates before opening the 
floor for Q&A. Presenters included CEO of 
Agropur, Robert Coallier, Phil Vanderpol, 
CEO and president of Vitalis Nutrition 
Inc, and Lino Saputo Jr., Chair and CEO of 
Saputo Inc. The overwhelming message 
from processors was that the DFC brand 
was strong, and highly valued in the eyes 
of Canadians; it just needs to be able to 
represent all that Canadian dairy is, that 
is, include and show that the little blue 
cow indicates that the milk was produced 
under all the pillars of proAction (food 
safety, animal care, traceability, bio 
security, and environment). While there 
were many other key presentations, I left 
feeling hopeful that the future of dairy in 
Canada is strong. Canadians now, more 
than ever, want to know where their food 
is coming from and want to support local, 
sustainable dairy, produced by Canadian 
dairy farmers. 

for your heifers from birth to calving will 
affect future production and health. If you 
‘cheap out’ now, you will ‘pay’ later!”

Steve Saccomano from RBC was the 
second speaker. He focused on the 
economics of heifer raising and butter 
fat. His main discussion areas were a 
butter fat history lesson; current butter 
fat pricing; optimising butter fat and CDQ; 
cost of heifer raising; home versus custom 
raising; and heifers versus purchasing 
replacement. He answered the question 
whether it pays dairy farmers to raise the 

butter fat kilos. He reviewed the costs, 
advantages and disadvantages of raising 
your own heifers, raising heifers off-site, 
and purchasing replacements.

Over all, a great evening on the nutritional 
side of dairy farming. An interesting look 
at both the nutritional and economical 
aspects of increasing butter fat and 
raising heifers.

MYMP would like to thank RBC and Ritchie 
Smith Feeds for their generous sponsorship 
of this event. MYMP would not be able to 
hold these events without such support. 
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NEW EXCELLENT ANIMALS 
November 2018 – February 2019

Central Fraser Valley
SUMMERSHADE ILENNIA MASC EX 92 
Sire: Zani Bolton Mascalese ET 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

ALPINA DEMPSEY AMBER EX 91 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Alpina Dairy Farm Ltd., Abbotsford

ALPINA DOORMAN SHILO EX 90 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Alpina Dairy Farm Ltd., Abbotsford

BRADNER COACH HYACINTH EX 90 
Sire: Ralma Goldwyn Coach-ET 
Owner: Golden Gate Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

DFL BRAWLER 264 EX 90 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Brawler 
Owner: Kish Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

KENMARANK FEVER WISHBONE EX 90 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Kenmarank Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

MARDELEN WINDBROOK ISABELL EX 90 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Mardelen Holsteins Ltd., Chilliwack

MELINKE DETOX MAY EX 90 
Sire: Our-Favorite Detox-ET 
Owner: Melinke Farms Ltd., Deroche

MELINKE SOPRANO ROLO EX 90 
Sire: Trifecta Observ Soprano-ET 
Owner: Melinke Farms Ltd., Deroche

QUO VADIS BRAWLER 1424 EX 90 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Brawler 
Owner: Trinity Holsteins, Mission

SUMMERSHADE ELLIERIVER PIN EX 90 
Sire: Kerndtway Kingpin-ET 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

SUMMERSHADE ICEARTES EX 90 
Sire: Go-Farm Artes ET 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

SUMMERSHADE ICESNOW EX 90 
Sire: OConnors Snowball 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

SUNDERSTRUCK GOLDDUST ROXYDUST 
EX 90 
Sire: Sonnek Golddust-ET 
Owner: Emily Sunder, Deroche

SUNTASIA FEVER BODACIOUS EX 90 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: John Sunder, Deroche

VYECROFT MOGUL MELANIE EX 90 
Sire: Mountfield SSI Dcy Mogul-ET 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

WESTERNROSE REGINALD 1949 EX 90 
Sire: Regancrest Reginald-ET 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

WESTERNROSE STANLEYCUP 1730 EX 90 
Sire: Gillette Stanleycup 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

Lower Fraser Valley
HAMMINGVIEW BARCLAY G C MOLSON 
EX 91 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Hammingview Farms Ltd., 
Pitt Meadows

HAMMINGVIEW IMPRESSION SQUIRT EX 90 
Sire: Monument Impression-ET 
Owner: Hammingview Farms Ltd., 
Pitt Meadows

BC’s New Excellent and Multiple Excellent Cows
November 2018 – February 2019

North Okanagan
SPRINGBEND WINDHAMMER SLASH EX 93 
Sire: Gillette Windhammer 
Owner: Springbend Farms, Falkland

HAMMING LET IT SNOW SQUIRT EX 92 
Sire: Velthuis Let It Snow 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

EVERGRAZE ABSOLUTE LEGEND EX 91 
Sire: Apples Absolute-Red-ET 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

LUTTS KHLOE GOLDCHIP EX 91 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Luttmerding Farms, Armstrong

SUNNINGHILL BROKAW KENDRA EX 91 
Sire: Mr Atwood Brokaw-ET 
Owner: Sunninghill Holsteins, Grindrod

BRINKLAND NELY MOONGLOW EX 90 
Sire: Ri-Val-Re Nely-ET 
Owner: Brinkland Dairy Ltd., Enderby

EVERGRAZE MEANDERING WINDBROOK 
EX 90 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

GOLDENSET JULIANA FEVER EX 90 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Chris Dewitt, Jr., Sicamous

GOLDENSET PHILLY DOORMAN EX 90 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Chris Dewitt, Jr., Sicamous

HAMMING EXPLODE ELANA EX 90 
Sire: Wabash-Way Explode-ET 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

HYLJON IMPRESSION MADELON EX 90 
Sire: Monument Impression-ET 
Owner: Elkview Farms Ltd., Grindrod

LUT051 DAKOTA WINDHAMMER EX 90 
Sire: Gillette Windhammer 
Owner: Luttmerding Farms, Armstrong

MAZJESTIC DEMPSEY CORIELLA EX 90 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Joe Mazur, Enderby

RDOUBLE-J 226 EX 90 
Sire: Butte Shottle Lava 1531 
Owner: Wayleen Farms, Creston

ROCKLEDGE SPICY ATWOOD EX 90 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

RONELEE GOLD CHIPDIP EX 90 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Springbend Farms, Falkland

SHADYNOOK AFTERSHOCK CANDY EX 90 
Sire: MS Atlees Sht Aftershock-ET 
Owner: Shadynook Farms Ltd., Enderby

SILVERVALE IMPRESSION LISA EX 90 
Sire: Monument Impression-ET 
Owner: Gordon J. Fox, Westwold

SILVERVALE SANCHEZ BABETTE EX 90 
Sire: Gen-Mark Stmatic Sanchez 
Owner: Gordon J. Fox, Westwold

SPALLVUE SHOTTLE IMAGE EX 90 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Luttmerding Farms, Armstrong

SPRINGBEND JESSIC JONES EX 90 
Sire: Gillette Jessic 
Owner: Springbend Farms, Falkland

STARCREST LH FEVER ELUSIVE EX 90 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: James & Kirsty Mcavoy, Armstrong

STARCREST MC MUSCLES EX 90 
Sire: De-Su BKM McCutchen 1174-ET 
Owner: James & Kirsty Mcavoy, Armstrong

SUNCOUNTRY HARMONY ATWOOD EX 90 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Suncountry Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

SUNCOUNTRY SALLY ALEXANDER EX 90 
Sire: Golden-Oaks St Alexander-ET 
Owner: Suncountry Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

SUNNYHOME GOLDWYN MELODY EX 90 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: Sunnyhome Farms Ltd., 
Salmon Arm

WALLYANN DEMPSEY POSH EX 90 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Wallyann Holsteins Ltd., Grindrod

WHITE STONE BRAXTON SNOW 442 EX 90 
Sire: Regancrest S Braxton-ET 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

Richmond/ Delta
MARTIANN CHELIOS LULOO 171 EX 91 
Sire: Domicole Chelios 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

HESDON GOLDCHIP GLIMMER 773 EX 90 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: The Hessels Family, Delta

MARTIANN BRADY LUCIA 260 EX 90 
Sire: Butz-Butler Atwood Brady-ET 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

SILVERMAPLE ATWOOD JAYLYN EX 90 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

Upper Fraser Valley
JACOBS GOLD LIANN EX 94 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

WEDGWOOD WH CAMOMILE EX 93 
Sire: Gillette Windhammer 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY MCDOUGAL ROLO EX 92 
Sire: Ladys-Manor McDougal-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

LOOKOUT ELMBRIDGE LIKELY RED EX 92 
Sire: Scientific Director-Red-ET 
Owner: Elmbridge Farms, Chilliwack, 
Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

LOUISPOINTE AFTERSHOCK LINDOR EX 92 
Sire: MS Atlees Sht Aftershock-ET 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

BENCO SMURF ATWOOD EX 91 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY BROKAW ROXILLA EX 91 
Sire: Mr Atwood Brokaw-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

SUNCOUNTRY DUNDEE FILLY EX 91 
Sire: Regancrest Dundee-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

VANDYK-S LOTHARIO SALSA EX 91 
Sire: Comestar Lothario 
Owner: Holberg Farm Ltd., Agassiz

VANDYK-S SUPERSIRE PARIS EX 91 
Sire: Seagull-Bay Supersire-ET 
Owner: Middelburg Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO LIZ GOLDCHIP EX 90 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO MUSE PICOLO EX 90 
Sire: La Presentation Picolo Red 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO PYRRHA DESTRY EX 90 
Sire: Scientific Destry-ET 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO SEASHELL BRAXTON EX 90 
Sire: Regancrest S Braxton-ET 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY DOORMAN RAVEN EX 90 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY FEVER RALLY EX 90 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY SID REVEL EX 90 
Sire: Pine-Tree Sid-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

BRADNER SID GELATI EX 90 
Sire: Pine-Tree Sid-Et 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale

CALI CASHCOIN SAFARI EX 90 
Sire: Farnear-TBR-BH Cashcoin-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

DONNANVIEW CONTROL LOLOWAY EX 90 
Sire: JK Eder-I Control 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

ELMBRIDGE ATWOOD ARITZIA EX 90 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Elmbridge Farms, Chilliwack

ELMIDO JULIANA JEEVES 2012 EX 90 
Sire: Ked Outside Jeeves-ET 
Owner: Elmido Farms, Chilliwack

LYBA BRAWLER TEGAN EX 90 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Brawler 
Owner: Shadow Ridge Dairy, Agassiz

MORSAN AUBREY CLT45 ASHA-ET EX 90 
Sire: Mr Chassity Colt 45-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

MORSAN BRADNICK JUSTICE EX 90 
Sire: Regancrest-GV S Bradnick-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

MORSAN COMICAL AMANDA EX 90 
Sire: Morsan Mr Comical 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

MS BARSILIA ATWD BEYONCE-ET EX 90 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale, 
T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

PRINSE ABILITY GINGER EX 90 
Sire: Mr Apples Ability-ET 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale

PRINSE FEDERAL DANIELLE EX 90 
Sire: Duckett-Sa Federal-ET 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale

SEAGULL-BAY DAY LIGHT-ET EX 90 
Sire: Minnigan-Hills Day-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

SULLY MAN-O-SHAN MARTHA-ET EX 90 
Sire: Ladys-Manor Man-O-Shan-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

VALLEVUE ALTAIOTA YOLANDA EX 90 
Sire: Regancrest Altaiota-ET 
Owner: Vallevue Holsteins Ltd., Chilliwack

VYECROFT BREE BREKEM EX 90 
Sire: Swissbec Brekem 
Owner: Vyecroft Holstein Farms, 
Rosedale

WESTAR SAMIE SHOTTLE197 EX 90 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Westar Holsteins, Rosedale

WESTCOAST ALLTHAT 356 EX 90 
Sire: Siemers Atwood Allthat-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

WESTCOAST KINGBOY RIZA 3-ET EX 90 
Sire: Morningview MCC Kingboy-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

WESTCOAST MCCUTCHEN CARA EX 90 
Sire: De-Su BKM McCutchen 1174-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

WESTCOAST OLYMPIAN LANAE EX 90 
Sire: Ladys-Manor Olympian 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

Vancouver Island
WEDGWOOD ABSOLUTE TOPSY EX 92  
Sire: Apples Absolute-Red-ET 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

WIKKSHAVEN GOLDWYN DARCIE EX 92 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: Wikkshaven Holsteins, Cobble Hill

MEADOW GREEN LIQUID GOLD EMIE EX 91 
Sire: Genervations Liquid Gold 
Owner: Meadow Green Farms Ltd., Duncan
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FUTURECREST SANCHEZ TOONIE EX 90 
Sire: Gen-Mark Stmatic Sanchez 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

MEADOW GREEN GOLDSUN PAMUELA 
EX 90 
Sire: Toc-Farm Goldsun ET 
Owner: Meadow Green Farms Ltd., Duncan

POELMAN GUTHRIE MAUI EX 90 
Sire: Fustead Goldwyn Guthrie-ET 
Owner: Sunny Vale Farm Ltd., 
Cowichan Bay

SAANWOOD GILLESPY GEM EX 90 
Sire: De-Su Gillespy-ET 
Owner: Viewfield Farms Ltd., Courtenay

SILVERMAPLE BRAXTON SEDONA EX 90 
Sire: Regancrest S Braxton-ET 
Owner: Ben & Suzanne Cuthbert, 
Ladysmith

WEDGWOOD AFTERSHOCK BROOKE EX 90 
Sire: MS Atlees SHT Aftershock-ET 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

WEDGWOOD GOLDCHIP LUSTRE EX 90 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

MULTIPLE EXCELLENT 
ANIMALS 

November 2018 – February 2019

Central Fraser Valley
ALPINA DENZEL KISS EX 4E 
Sire: La Presentation Denzel 
Owner: Alpina Dairy Farm Ltd., Abbotsford

LAVENDER PICOLO RISKY RED EX 4E 
Sire: La Presentation Picolo Red 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

ALPINA STANLEYCUP SWISS CUP EX 3E 
Sire: Gillette Stanleycup 
Owner: Alpina Dairy Farm Ltd., Abbotsford

LAVENDER BRAXTON SPOTTY EX 3E 
Sire: Regancrest S Braxton-ET 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

LAVENDER FEVERISH ROSIE EX 3E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

LAVENDER IOTA ROSEY EX 3E 
Sire: Regancrest Altaiota-ET 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

LAVENDER SHOTTLE ROBBEY EX 3E 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

SUMMERSHADE FARRAH BOLTON EX 91 3E 
Sire: Sandy-Valley Bolton-ET 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

SUMMERSHADE ICEIBROOK EX 3E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

BRADNER ALEXANDER 2877 EX 2E 
Sire: Golden-Oaks St Alexander-ET 
Owner: Golden Gate Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

BRADNER SEAVER ANASTASIA EX 91 2E 
Sire: R-E-W Seaver-ET 
Owner: Golden Gate Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

DFL GILLESPY SNICKER EX 2E 
Sire: De-Su Gillespy-ET 
Owner: Kish Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

DOCKUM BRENDA LAVAMAN 232 EX 2E 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Lavaman 
Owner: Dockum Holstein Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

DRESLER LIBBY STANLEY CUP EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Stanleycup 
Owner: Tony Driessen, Abbotsford

LAREST GOLDCHIP BURBERRY EX 2E 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: C-N-J Holsteins, Deroche

LAVENDER PATRICIA DEMPSEY EX 2E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

LAVENDER PLANET RAVEN EX 2E 
Sire: Ensenada Taboo Planet-ET 
Owner: Lavender Farms Ltd., Abbotsford

MARDELEN DEMPSEY DREAM EX 2E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Mardelen Holsteins Ltd., Chilliwack

ROEMERS GOLDSUN SWEETIE EX 2E 
Sire: Toc-Farm Goldsun ET 
Owner: Melinke Farms Ltd., Deroche

SUNNYHOME GOLD CHIP MELANIE EX 2E 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

WENDON AT DAWN EX 2E 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: John Sunder, Deroche

WESTERNROSE GILLESPY 1882 EX 2E 
Sire: De-Su Gillespy-ET 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

WESTERNROSE MAURY 1894 EX 2E 
Sire: River-Gorge Maury 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

Lower Fraser Valley
LINDRIAN DEAR SALTO RED EX 5E 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Salto 
Owner: John Tamis, Surrey

HAMMINGVIEW BONAIR GOLDEN EX 3E 
Sire: Karona Bonair 
Owner: Hammingview Farms Ltd., 
Pitt Meadows

HAMMINGVIEW SID MARVEL EX 3E 
Sire: Pine-Tree Sid-ET 
Owner: Hammingview Farms Ltd., 
Pitt Meadows

HAMMINGVIEW FEVER MUNCIE EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Wisselview Farms, Pitt Meadows

WISSELVIEW DOM JAYCEE EX 91 2E 
Sire: Coyne-Farms Bolton Dom-ET 
Owner: Wisselview Farms, Pitt Meadows

North Okanagan
EVERGRAZE BLITZ MONROE EX 6E 
Sire: Fustead Emory Blitz-ET 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

EVERGRAZE LANA BLITZ EX 5E 
Sire: Fustead Emory Blitz-ET 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

EVERGRAZE MYSTIFY SAM EX 5E 
Sire: Regancrest-Mr Drham Sam-ET 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

LUTTMER ROSA MR SAM EX 5E 
Sire: Regancrest-Mr Drham Sam-ET 
Owner: David Luttmerding, Armstrong, 
Luttmerding Farms, Armstrong

PREVIEW BLITZ MIRANDA EX 5E 
Sire: Fustead Emory Blitz-ET 
Owner: Rick & Heather Drydyk, Grindrod

SPRINGBEND GOLDWYN DENALI EX 5E 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: Springbend Farms, Falkland

SUNNYHOME GOLDWYN MESSINA EX 5E 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: Sunnyhome Farms Ltd., Salmon Arm

HAMMING SIMMS ABBEY EX 4E 
Sire: Domicole Simms 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

ROCKLEDGE SHERRY SHOTTLE EX 4E 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

BAYMEADOWS CALIBER IDA EX 3E 
Sire: Lake-Effect Altacaliber-ET 
Owner: Hanson Farms Ltd., Creston

BORNHAVEN DEMPSEY TALENT VAN EX 3E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

BORNHAVEN DOTTANNA BLITZ MM EX 3E 
Sire: Fustead Emory Blitz-ET 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

BORNHAVEN JANEY MILLION EX 3E 
Sire: England-Ammon Million-ET 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

BORNHAVEN RONNIE MILLION 37 EX 3E 
Sire: England-Ammon Million-ET 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

DARIDELITE BLACKJACK CHICKITA EX 3E 
Sire: Rosedale Blackjack-ET 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

DARIDELITE DEMPSEY BESSY EX 3E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Springbend Farms, Falkland

DARIDELITE WINDHAMMER MARVEL EX 3E 
Sire: Gillette Windhammer 
Owner: Elkview Farms Ltd., Grindrod

EVERGRAZE MONETARRI DEMPSEY EX 3E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

HAMMING FEVER SHANDI EX 3E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

HAMMING WINDBROOK DARLINA EX 3E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

HOLSTEINFORUMP GOLD B LOVELY EX 3E 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Brinkland Dairy Ltd., Enderby

YDOORN CASSANDRA LADNER EX 3E 
Sire: Comestar Ladner 
Owner: Veldhuisen Dairy Ltd., Armstrong

BORNHAVEN IBERIAN DEMPSEY MM EX 
91 2E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

BORNHAVEN MARLENE PLANET O EX 2E 
Sire: Ensenada Taboo Planet-ET 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

BORNHAVEN MILLAY FEVER EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

BORNHAVEN VAN ISLY FEVER D EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Village Ranch Ltd., Sorrento

EVERGRAZE MOJITO SANCHEZ EX 92 2E 
Sire: Gen-Mark Stmatic Sanchez 
Owner: Evergraze Holsteins Ltd., 
Armstrong

GOLDENSET WINDBROOK VALERIE EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Chris Dewitt, Jr., Sicamous

HADDINGTON WINDBROOK JACI EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Sandy & Lilian Stewart, Mara

HAMMING ATWOOD CLARITY EX 2E 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

HAMMING GILLESPY EVETTE EX 2E 
Sire: De-Su Gillespy-ET 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

HAMMING HEZTRY SUSAN EX 2E 
Sire: St-Jacob Destry Heztry-ET 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

HAMMING SID EMMA EX 2E 
Sire: Pine-Tree Sid-ET 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

JONKERVILLE BOLTON MELOSA EX 2E 
Sire: Sandy-Valley Bolton-ET 
Owner: Peak Valley Farms Ltd., Sorrento

MAZJESTIC DEMPSEY TASHA EX 2E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Joe Mazur, Enderby

MS BRANDY DMN BRIDGET EX 2E 
Sire: Ronelee Toystory Domain-ET 
Owner: Shadynook Farms Ltd., Enderby

PREVIEW RICE KRISPIES EX 2E 
Sire: Regancrest-Mr Drham Sam-ET 
Owner: J View Holsteins, Grindrod

ROCKLEDGE ANGIE WINDBROOK EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

ROCKLEDGE RIPPLE SANCHEZ EX 2E 
Sire: Gen-Mark Stmatic Sanchez 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

ROCKLEDGE SALINE DEMPSEY EX 2E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

SILVERVALE ALTABAXTER BABS EX 91 2E 
Sire: Emerald-Acr-Sa T-Baxter 
Owner: Gordon J. Fox, Westwold

SPRINGBEND SHOTTLE DYNAMIC EX 2E 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Dari Delite Farm Ltd., Sicamous

STARCREST FEVER CARRERA EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: James & Kirsty Mcavoy, Armstrong

SUNNINGHILL ATWOOD ROSE EX 2E 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

SUNNYHOME FEVER GINIA EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Sunnyhome Farms Ltd., 
Salmon Arm

SUNNYHOME SHOTTLE GARNET EX 2E 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Sunnyhome Farms Ltd., 
Salmon Arm

SUPLESSE SHADOW TRIX EX 2E 
Sire: B-Crest Shadow-ET 
Owner: Michael Haambuckers, Agassiz

TAPPENVALE DAMION ANNA EX 91 2E 
Sire: Erbacres Damion 
Owner: Tappenvale Farm Ltd., Pritchard

TAPPENVALE GOLD CHIP JUPITER EX 2E 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Tappenvale Farm Ltd., Pritchard

TAPPENVALE LAUTHORITY APPLE EX 2E 
Sire: Comestar Lauthority 
Owner: Tappenvale Farm Ltd., Pritchard

TAPPENVALE WINDBROOK CARSON EX 
92 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Tappenvale Farm Ltd., Pritchard

VANDYK-S AIRLIFT AMIGO EX 2E 
Sire: Canyon-Breeze AT Airlift-ET 
Owner: Springbend Farms, Falkland

WALLYANN BRAXTON FANNIE EX 2E 
Sire: Regancrest S Braxton-ET 
Owner: Wallyann Holsteins Ltd., Grindrod

WESTCOAST ABSOL RINA EX 94 2E 
Sire: Apples Absolute-Red-ET 
Owner: Sunnyhome Farms Ltd., Salmon Arm

Richmond-Delta
MARTIANN DENISON KALAYNA 1303 EX 4E 
Sire: Jerland Denison-ET 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

MARTIANN WINDBROOK KEEPER 3 EX 3E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

CRASDALE WNDHMMR LASMAY EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windhammer 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

MARTIANN FEVER ROXIE 88 EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

MARTIANN LAUTHORITY LUCKY 89 EX 2E 
Sire: Comestar Lauthority 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

MARTIANN STEADY KELLY 101 EX 2E 
Sire: Stantons Steady 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

ROEMERS GUTHRIE GRAND EX 91 2E 
Sire: Fustead Goldwyn Guthrie-ET 
Owner: Martiann Holsteins Ltd., Delta

Upper Fraser Valley
BLOSSOMDAIRY LARAMEE ROXALEE EX 4E 
Sire: Pine-Shelter Laramee Mor-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY SID MICKI EX 4E 
Sire: Pine-Tree Sid-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

BENCO CLARICE LAVANGUARD EX 92 3E 
Sire: Comestar Lavanguard 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO PURPLE FEVER EX 3E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack
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BLOSSOMDAIRY PIRATE ROSA EX 3E 
Sire: Regancrest S Braxton-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

LYBA SUPER LOVELY EX 3E 
Sire: Charlesdale Superstition-ET 
Owner: Shadow Ridge Dairy, Agassiz

MS STARMARK REXY-RED-ET EX 3E 
Sire: KHW Kite Advent-Red-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

PJV PRIDE 604 EX 3E 
Sire: Regan-ALH Pride-ET 
Owner: P.J.V. Farms Ltd., Chilliwack

BENCO HILTON WINDBROOK EX 91 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO MISSION WINDBROOK EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

ELMBRIDGE SEAVER CORALEE EX 2E 
Sire: R-E-W Seaver-ET 
Owner: Elmbridge Farms, Chilliwack

GOUWENBERG COLEMAN 597 EX 2E 
Sire: By-My Coleman-ET 
Owner: Gouwenberg Farms Ltd., Agassiz

HIDDENLUCK PRIDE TOOTIES EX 2E 
Sire: Regan-ALH Pride-ET 
Owner: Vyecroft Holstein Farms, 
Rosedale

LYBA BRAWLER TARYN EX 2E 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Brawler 
Owner: Shadow Ridge Dairy, Agassiz

LYBA DOORMAN DACEY EX 91 2E 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Shadow Ridge Dairy, Agassiz

MORSAN WINDHAMMER ANGIEL EX 93 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windhammer 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

PRINSE STANLEY EL DORADO EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Stanleycup 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale

VANDYK-S GOLD CHIP PARIS EX 2E 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

Vancouver Island
STANHOPE SARAH GOLDWYN EX 91 5E 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK TALENT SAM EX 5E 
Sire: Ladino Park Talent-IMP-ET 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

ROEMERS DEMPSEY GETTI EX 4E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK DAMION DARMA EX 93 4E 
Sire: Erbacres Damion 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

ALDERLEA JIFF DUNDEE EX 3E 
Sire: Regancrest Dundee-ET 
Owner: Frueh Farms Ltd., Duncan, Kevin 
Frueh, Duncan

MS CHASSITY GOLD COOKIE-ET EX 3E 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

OAKFIELD-BRO FEVR FRILLY-ET EX 3E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

POELMAN BACARDI FEVER EX 3E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: Sunny Vale Farm Ltd., Cowichan Bay

POELMAN SHOTTLE REBA EX 3E 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: C&H Groenendijk, Chemainus

WIKKSVIEW ARBOR GENET EX 3E 
Sire: Wabash-Way Arbor-ET 
Owner: Wikksview Farm Ltd., Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK ATWOOD JAYLENE EX 3E 
Sire: Maple-Downs-I G W Atwood 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK BAXTER DOTTIE EX 3E 
Sire: Emerald-Acr-Sa T-Baxter 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK LAUTHORITY LANA EX 3E 
Sire: Comestar Lauthority 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK ROY DEBRA EX 3E 
Sire: Roylane Jordan-ET 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

AUTUMN LANE STANLEY CUP STAR EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Stanleycup 
Owner: Autumn Lane Holsteins, 
Cowichan Bay

FRUEH JANA GILLESPY EX 2E 
Sire: De-Su Gillespy-ET 
Owner: Frueh Farms Ltd., Duncan

GREENDIKE AVALON ABEDIEN 610 EX 2E 
Sire: Farnear-TBR Altaavalon-ET 
Owner: C&H Groenendijk, Chemainus

HIDDENLUCK LAVAMAN KITTEN EX 92 2E 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Lavaman 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

MOUNTAIN SHOTTLE DIANA EX 2E 
Sire: Picston Shottle-ET 
Owner: Michael Laszczyk, Duncan

POELMAN GOLDWYN LOLA EX 2E 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: Sunny Vale Farm Ltd., Cowichan Bay
ROCKYCREST SAMMY GRACIOU EX 2E 
Sire: Gen-I-Beq Sammy 
Owner: Rockycrest Holsteins Ltd., Duncan
SAANWOOD SC ROSSIE EX 92 2E 
Sire: Gillette Stanleycup 
Owner: Viewfield Farms Ltd., Courtenay
SILVERMAPLE GOLDSUN ERYN EX 2E 
Sire: Toc-Farm Goldsun ET 
Owner: Meadow Green Farms Ltd., Duncan
WILLSWIKK AUGUSTUS DARCY EX 2E 
Sire: Willswikk Augustus 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK DEMPSEY JOAN EX 2E 
Sire: Lirr Drew Dempsey 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK FEVER DYNA EX 2E 
Sire: Crackholm Fever 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK GOLDWYN DOROTHY EX 2E 
Sire: Braedale Goldwyn 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK JASPER DIVINITY EX 2E 
Sire: Wilcoxview Jasper-ET 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK SANCHEZ DARCIE EX 93 2E 
Sire: Gen-Mark Stmatic Sanchez 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill
WILLSWIKK WINDBROOK JAXEN EX 2E 
Sire: Gillette Windbrook 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

BC’s Elite New VG 1st Calvers  (86 points and higher)
November 2018 – February 2019

Central Fraser Valley
SUMMERSHADE ERNEWOOD VG 86 
Sire: Penn-England Derwood-ET 
Owner: Summershade Farms Ltd., 
Abbotsford

SUNTASIA BINGO HAILEY VG 86 
Sire: Farnear Altabingo-ET 
Owner: John Sunder, Deroche

WESTERNROSE JACOBY SWEETY VG 86 
Sire: Cycle Doorman Jacoby-ET 
Owner: Rose Gate Dairy Farms Ltd., 
Matsqui

Lower Fraser Valley
ALLEY DOORMAN MAPLE VG 86 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Carl G. Barclay, Maple Ridge

WISSELVIEW DEAN CARMELLO VG 86 
Sire: Wisselview Dean 
Owner: Wisselview Farms, Pitt Meadows

North Okanagan
ALLEY DOORMAN MAPLE VG 86 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

ALLEY REGINALD BILLY VG 86 
Sire: Regancrest Reginald-ET 
Owner: Dari Delite Farm Ltd., Sicamous

DARIDELITE MOGUL ACACIA VG 86 
Sire: Mountfield SSI DCY Mogul-ET 
Owner: Dari Delite Farm Ltd., Sicamous

HAMBERLIN VANNA IMPRESS VG 86 
Sire: Monument Impression-ET 
Owner: Hamberlin Holsteins Ltd., Mara

HAMMING BLAKE TAMMARA VG 86 
Sire: Walnutlawn Blake 
Owner: Hamming Holsteins Ltd., Vernon

MAZJESTIC DELTA HARRIET VG 86 
Sire: Mr Hovden Delta-ET 
Owner: Joe Mazur, Enderby

ROCKLEDGE TOBY AVALANCHE VG 86 
Sire: Dymentholm Mr Apples Avalanche 
Owner: Rockledge Farms Ltd., Enderby

SPALLVUE GOLDCHIP MADDIE VG 86 
Sire: Mr Chassity Gold Chip-ET 
Owner: Luttmerding Farms, Armstrong

WEDGWOOD CG DORINDA 1468 VG 86 
Sire: Stantons Capital Gain 
Owner: Podcrest Holsteins, Armstrong

Richmond/Delta
KENAVIE J B SUPERPOWER VG 86 
Sire: Misty Springs Superpower 
Owner: Davie Farm Ltd., Delta

Upper Fraser Valley
WESTCOAST ORION ARYANE 4727 VG 88 
Sire: Progenesis Orion 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY TONKA JOLLY VG 87 
Sire: Claynook Tonka 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

DARIDELITE MOGUL DARBY VG 87 
Sire: Mountfield SSI DCY Mogul-ET 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

LAREST DIAMOND BEDAZZLE VG 87 
Sire: Mr D Apple Diamondback 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale

PRINSE ABSOLUTE SATIN RED VG 87 
Sire: Apples Absolute-Red-ET 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

VYECROFT MOGUL GLENNA VG 87 
Sire: Mountfield SSI DCY Mogul-ET 
Owner: Vyecroft Holstein Farms, 
Rosedale

WESTCOAST ABBOTT ALEX2896 4465 VG 87 
Sire: Willsbro Abbott 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

ALLEY DOORMAN MAPLE VG 86 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

APPLE-PTS AUDRA-ET VG 86 
Sire: Pine-Tree Sid-Et 
Owner: Middelburg Holsteins, Chilliwack

BENCO PALE JACOBY VG 86 
Sire: Cycle Doorman Jacoby-ET 
Owner: Benco Holsteins, Chilliwack

BLOSSOMDAIRY EXPAND PRISCILLA VG 86 
Sire: Stantons Expander-ET 
Owner: Blossom Dairy Ltd., Chilliwack

BROOKVILLA AVALANCHE GLACIER VG 86 
Sire: Dymentholm Mr Apples Avalanche 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

DARIDELITE MERIDIAN WIZKID VG 86 
Sire: Sully Hart Meridian-ET 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

KORBELD B701 VG 86 
Sire: Silverridge V Elude 
Owner: Korbeld Farm, Chilliwack

KORBELD D681 VG 86 
Sire: Crasdale Blondin BH Mars-ET 
Owner: Korbeld Farm, Chilliwack

KORBELD V682 VG 86 
Sire: Greenlea Artie-Red-ET 
Owner: Korbeld Farm, Chilliwack

LYBA BREWMASTER MINDY VG 86 
Sire: Mapel Wood Brewmaster 
Owner: Shadow Ridge Dairy, Agassiz

MOSNANG MESDOOR RESILIENT VG 86 
Sire: Denmire Mesdoor-ET 
Owner: T&L Cattle Ltd., Rosedale

NICREST NOVO HOT FUDGE VG 86 
Sire: Progenesis Novo 
Owner: Elmbridge Farms, Chilliwack

PRINSE ABSOLUTELY SCANDALOUS VG 86 
Sire: Apples Absolute-Red-ET 
Owner: Prinse Farms Ltd., Rosedale

RAVENDALE KINGBOY ARIA VG 86 
Sire: Morningview MCC Kingboy-ET 
Owner: Moo-Light Farms Inc., Chilliwack, 
Precision Genetics, Chilliwack

WESTCOAST AVALANCHE LUCIA VG 86 
Sire: Dymentholm Mr Apples Avalanche 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

WESTCOAST DBACK S RAVE VG 86 
Sire: Mr D Apple Diamondback 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

WESTCOAST EUGENIO HR3647 5383 VG 86 
Sire: Silverridge V Eugenio 
Owner: Westcoast Holsteins, Chilliwack

Vancouver Island
MOSNANG MESDOOR WONDERLAND VG 87 
Sire: Denmire Mesdoor-ET 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

WEDGWOOD AVALANCHE PARADISE VG 87 
Sire: Dymentholm Mr Apples Avalanche 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

WIKKSHAVEN DOORMAN JENNA VG 87 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Wikkshaven Holsteins, Cobble Hill

MEADOW GREEN JACOBY CORNMEAL VG 86 
Sire: Cycle Doorman Jacoby-ET 
Owner: Meadow Green Farms Ltd., 
Duncan

WEDGWOOD DOORMAN TANYA VG 86 
Sire: Val-Bisson Doorman 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

WEDGWOOD HI O TIFFANY VG 86 
Sire: Stantons High Octane 
Owner: Stanhope Dairy Farm Ltd., 
Victoria, Wedgwood Holsteins, Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK BRADNICK JORI VG 86 
Sire: Regancrest-GV S Bradnick-ET 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill

WILLSWIKK DYNAMITE JULIE VG 86 
Sire: Wikkshaven Dynamite 
Owner: J. William Wikkerink Farms Ltd., 
Cobble Hill 
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Our club has had a great start to the 4-H year! At our first 
meeting we went bowling and elected new executives, we 
then had our club Senior speeches. In first place, we had 
Karlina Postma, in second place, we had Amelia Lydan 
and in third place we had Alicia Postma (first picture). For 
Junior speeches, we had Jacob DeLange in first, Kristin 
Kampman in second, and Lucas Lydan in third (second 
picture). Congrats to everyone! We are looking forward 
to our upcoming clipping competition and Junior camp!

Eagle Valley 4-H Club
Club Reporter: Levi Dewitt

Richmond - Delta 4-H Holstein Club
Written by: Kylie Langelaan

Sumas 4-H Holstein Club
Club Reporter: Olivia Dueck

Matsqui Holstein 4-H Club
Club Reporter: Kirstyn Kobes

Milky Way Dairy 4-H Club
Club Reporter: Cheyanne Haak

4-H NewsFromBC
4-H British Columbia Provincial Council/BC 4-H Foundation
1150 Kalamalka Lake Road, Vernon, BC V1T 6V2
Phone: (250) 545-0336 Fax: (250) 250-545-0399 
Toll Free: 1-866-776-0373
E-mail: mail@bc4h.bc.ca  |  Website: www.bc4h.bc.ca

4-H Canada
Website: www.4-H-Canada.ca

Next Publishing Deadline:
Deadline May 17, 2019, 
Summer issue in the mail June 18, 2019

4-H Reports:
Chris Maarhuis 
Phone: (604) 823-0018 
E-mail: chris@holsteinnews.com
Proud Partner of 4-H British Columbia

We just had our second club meeting and it was club 
speeches. The speeches were creative, 
interesting, funny and exciting. I think 
everyone enjoyed them! Thank 
you to our judges, Lauren 
Lyzenga, Paige Thompson, Jamie 
Thompson and David Driessen for 
spending the evening with us. Here 
are the winners:

This year our Club has seven members. We had our first 
meeting and elected officers. Jasmine Gossen is the 
President, Owen Dewitt is Vice President, Malachi Gossen 
is Treasurer, Levi Dewitt is Secretary, Caleb Gossen is 
Safety Officer. We are getting ready to write our speeches 
and we also will have a demonstration. Everyone is picking 
their calves and getting excited to train for the new year!

Teaching brand new 4-H members, Lexi and Dexter the ins and outs of picking the perfect calf.
This month our club has been focusing on gathering 
knowledge. We have been learning more about dairy 
science (most of our club can nail the parts of a cow quiz). 
We also had a clipping day where we learned about winter 
clipping techniques and some of the dos and don’ts of 
clipping. We also had our monthly business meeting. 
At our meeting we talked about our fundraising ideas 
and our plans for the year. We also had lovely ice cream 
sundaes and learned about judging things other than our 
dairy animals. Some of the things we judged were fabric, 
eggs, household items and my favourite, Oreos!

Our older club members have started the prospect hunt 

These past two months for our club have been busy. We 
started off the year with our first meeting on January 17, 
2019. We talked about the events we are doing this year, 
and the fairs we are going to. At the meeting, we held our 
club elections. The results are:

President: Billie Shore 
Vice President: Kylie Langelaan 
Secretary: Olivia Lai 
Safety Officer: Nathan / Riley Hoy 
Treasurer / Fundraiser: Taylor Thackray 
Club Reporter: Brianna Langelaan

At the beginning of February, we had our club fun night. 
For our fun night we went bowling. Everyone enjoyed the 
bowling and it was great spending time with everyone and 
getting to know the new members.

At the end of February, we had our club speeches. 
Everyone’s speeches were very good. We had many 
Juniors that did a speech for the first time and were 
amazing! The placings were:
Juniors: 
1st: Abby Besth 
2nd: Maya Sirton 
3rd: Seth Keulen

Juniors:  
1st: Kaycee Meier 
2nd: Taylor Dekker 
Honourable Mention: 
Elinor Hammersmark

Our club is looking forward to an exciting year and seeing 
everyone at the fairs.

Seniors: 
1st: Taylor Thackray 
2nd: Olivia Lai 
3rd: Kylie Langelaan

and have begun picking out our 4-H project animals for 
the year. Those who are really on the ball have already 
started to halter break and train them. We have also spent 
some time working with those who are brand new to 4-H, 
teaching them about what to look for in a dairy heifer, 
how to put a halter on, and the importance of being calm 
around the animal.

We are very excited for the upcoming North Okanagan 
Holstein Club’s Spring Show. This is the first opportunity 
we have to show our animals and bring in instructors to 
help us better our skills. A lot of our club members are also 
excited to take part in the Calgary Classic. This is always a 
fun experience and the road trip is a blast too! 

Seniors: 
1st: Janessa Vaandrager, 
2nd: Ryan Meier 
Honourable Mention: 
Cody Vaandrager

Also thank you to the Janzens for hosting the club 
speeches. We had a meeting on March 16th with an 
Introduction to 4-H day. It was a fun time!

mailto:mail@bc4h.bc.ca
www.bc4h.bc.ca
www.4-H-Canada.ca
mailto:chris@holsteinnews.com


SPRING 2019  •  BC HOLSTEIN NEWS      49

On October 1, 2018, the national dairy 
system agreed to change the way milk 
production was forecasted in the country. 
This model, commonly referred to as 
TR/TQ (total requirements/total quota), 
was developed by the Canadian Dairy 
Commission (CDC). It was reviewed and 
passed unanimously at the Canadian Milk 
Supply Management Meeting (CMSMC) on 
October 23, 2018.

The change was required to apply an 
economic model that was able to provide a 
monthly forecast that was reactive to the 
market in real time. The previous model 
used 12-month data that never captured 
growth in real time. This resulted in 
challenges during periods of high growth 
as shown during the 2014 - 2017 production 
period, the industry used stocks or 
imports to meet total requirements.

The model provides a long-term forecast 
that will allow the provincial Boards to 
manage provincial production with a 
long-term, strategic approach with pool 
production discipline. The model projects 
milk requirements for Canada, not the 
two pools.

One significant change to the country’s 
production practices is the application of 
larger production limits. Previously, the 
eastern and western pools were limited 
to an over production limit of +0.5% and a 
lower limit of -1.50%; the new policy bases 
production limits on the national pool 
position using +1.25% and -2.00% as the 
production limits. The larger limits were 
needed to address the volatility of the real 

CHO  CES

Visit 4hbc.ca for more information 
or call 250 545 0336

The Youth Development Program where 

YOU HAVE

4-H BC Clubs offer a variety of projects within our 4 pillars

engineering for
    a better world

Features and benefits:
• Premium Milk Quality, High Efficiency Automated 

quarterly milking analysis
• Efficient “In-Liner” Everything comes complete with 

teat cleaning, teat stimulation, optimal milk harvest 
and optimal udder care

• SCC Quarterly monitoring now available
• GEA CowScout Herd Health with Rumination and 

Activity Monitoring System. Absolutely the best 
animal health monitoring system available today.

With the New Barn and GEA Monobox Robots 
our milk production went up 6KG/cow/day. 
The SCC stayed below 100,000 and Bi-Model 
let downs are less than 3%. The high 
production cows are milked more often.

GEA Monobox Robotic System Designed & Installed by: Pacific Dairy Centre Ltd.  |  604-852-9020

“We chose GEA Monobox Robots for the In-Liner Teat dip system, 
Manual attachment option and robot design.”  - Silvia Parapini, 2018

OROBY HOLSTEINS  Dewdney, BC

New National Milk Requirement 
Forecasting Model

BCMMB Update

time model.

To be clear, there are no more pool limits 
for over production, the rationale centres 
on having a Canadian focus for milk 
production and removing pool penalties 
when the country is undersupplied. 
However, there is pool accountability when 
the national limits exceed the defined 
limits and the country is producing more 
milk than is required.

The BCMMB’s main objective was to 
ensure over-quota production was kept 
to a minimum through a policy that 
was effective and equitable, since the 
previous over-quota payment policy was 
not equitable to the WMP.

In the case of over-quota production under 
the new policy, any quantity produced 
above the upper flexibility is deemed as 
prefilled quota and the offending pool has 
six months to reduce production to align 
itself back within allowable production 
limits. If the pool is unable to do this within 
six months, a financial penalty of 50% of 
the value on the remaining over quota 
production is applied, using the current 
pool’s pricing.

In the case of under-production, any 
quantity produced below the lower 
flexibility limit is a lost production 
opportunity (LPO). It can no longer be 
carried forward to the following months.
The Milk Board will be reviewing the 
forecast provided from this model over 
the next year to determine production in 
BC and will provide direction to producers 
on an ongoing basis. 
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Fred and Kayla Fooks are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their second 
daughter, Bekkah Johanna Fooks. She was 
born on February 7, 2019 weighing 7lbs 14oz. 
Proud grandparents are Brian and Janice 
Fooks of Clayburn Cattle (Abbotsford) and 
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Congratulations to Danica 
Severinski and Tomas 
Collier-Pandya on their 
wedding February 9th, 
2019. The wedding 
took place in Pitt 
Meadows at the Swan-
e-set Country Club. 
The happy couple were 
joined by friends and 
family from across Canada 
the United States and England. 
Danica and Tomas met through 
4-H – Danica as a member of the 
North Fraser 4-H Dairy Club and 
Tomas as a member of the Richmond Delta 
4-H Dairy Club. The couple are currently 
making their home in Abbotsford. Danica is 
attending UFV, working on completing her 
degree in Ag-Business as well as milking 

Wasn’t that a party! Friends and family 
from near and far gathered at Shirley 
and Bruno Giacomazzi’s home on a cold 
March day to celebrate their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary. Bruno and Shirley enjoyed 
the day along with their four children: 

It is with profound sadness 
that the family announces 
the sudden passing of Alex 
Hodgins-Smith, husband, 
father, grandfather, uncle 
and great-grandfather on 
February 9, 2019 at the age of 
82 years.

Alex will be lovingly 
remembered and deeply 
missed by his wife of 48 years, 
Marjorie. He leaves to mourn 
his sons, Les (Barb), Roger 
(Kathy), Dale (Kim Hamilton), 
daughter Colleen (Mike) 
Garner and brother-in-law 
Merv Cussack. He also leaves 
behind his grandchildren 
Len and Tracy Hodgins, 
Lindsay and Scott Armstrong, 
Garrison and Danae Hodgins, 
Daryl and Rosie Hodgins, Kelly 
Hodgins, Valerie Hodgins, 
Marie and Gary Baars, Jillian 
and Dawson Procee, Emily 
and Tyler Frose and 10 great-
grandchildren.

Also left to mourn from his 
family of origin in Scotland, 

Roger and Katie Draaistra of Dunnville, 
Ontario. Delighted great-grandparents 
are John Fooks of Abbotsford, Johanna 
Tolsma of Abbotsford, Mike and Clara 
Draaistra of Dunnville, ON, and Jane 
Mulder of Dunnville, ON.

Donald, Jill, Tom and Terri. Bruno and 
Shirley also have 10 grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren. A 60-year story 
of family and farming – what an amazing 
blessing it’s all been!

Alex Hodgins-Smith  |  February 23, 1936 – February 9, 2019
sisters Nan Richardson, Violet Walker, Meg 
Walker and brother Ian Smith (Kathleen) 
and many nieces and nephews.

Born February 23, 1936 in Ellon of 
Aberdeenshire Scotland, Alex was the 
fifth of nine children. With so many 
mouths to feed, Alex left to join the 
Gordon Highlander Division of the British 
Army at the age of 17, later moving to 
Canada in 1956.

In 1964, Alex came to the aid of Marjorie, a 
young widow with four small children and a 
dairy farm to run on the Sumas Prairie. He 
and Marjorie struggled tirelessly to keep 
the farm in those early days. A friendship 
formed and they married in 1970.

Alex milked the cows, kept them healthy, 
raised the cattle corn, grew the grass, 
baled the hay, fed the cows, seven days 
a week with the help of his sons for 
many years, under the name Justacroft 
Holsteins. He exhibited to his family a 
gentle, patient nature, animal care and 
respect for his animals. In 1978, the farm 
expanded to accommodate the next 
generation and incorporated under the 
name Hodgins-Smith Farms Ltd.

In 1987, supporting Marjorie’s dream, they 

built and ran the Yellow Barn Country 
Produce with their daughter Colleen for 30 
years. Alex had a great skill for growing a 
variety of vegetables and with his son Les, 
grew the sweet corn the Yellow Barn was 
famous for.

The work ethic he modelled continued 
through the next generation. Les, Roger 
and their families ran the dairy farm for 
several years as Alex transitioned to the 
Yellow Barn Country Produce. Although 
Alex’s responsibilities had shifted, he 
monitored the dairy continuously.

Alex was an intelligent and kind man of 
few words. The family celebrated Robbie 
Burn’s birthday every January and he 
would recite from memory, in Gaelic, 
the complete Toast to the Haggis. He 
so enjoyed his Scottish heritage and his 
family enjoyed watching him shine in this.

Alex came into the family’s lives 55 years 
ago and worked selflessly to preserve the 
farm life for all of them and the generations 
to come. It is with great sadness that they 
say thank you and good bye to this amazing 
man. A man who demonstrated a work 
ethic and stamina that was admirable.

“Fois Dhe dha anam.” May God rest his soul.

part-time at Arendsdale Dairy. Tomas is a 
mechanic working for Asplundh. Pictured 
here with many of their 4-H and WCC 
friends! Best Wishes!

mailto:chris@holsteinnews.com
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Frank Shuster (aka 
Popsie) was born 

on the family farm in 
Aldergrove on July 26, 

1935, the youngest of the ten 
children of Mark and Katie 
Shuster.

While attending Langley 
High School, Frank began 
working part-time at Gibsons 
Auctions in downtown 
Langley. His plans to become 
a veterinarian changed when 
he found his passion in the 
auction business and decided 
to attend the Reisch American 
School of Auctioneering in 
Mason City, Iowa in 1950, 
before completing high 
school. After graduating 
from high school a year later, 
he went to work for Gibson 
Auctions, launching his 29-

Fenton passed away in his sleep from 
SUDEP, Sudden Unexpected Death from 
Epilepsy in Montana, en route to a family 
wedding in Alberta. He was 11 years old, the 
middle child of James and Angela Bosma, 
previously of Vedderlea Farms.

Fenton was born with a rare 
chromosomal deletion 
that manifested 

Fenton James Bosma
November 20, 2007 – February 1, 2019

Jacob Friesen
May 11, 1932 – February 7, 2019

Frank Shuster  |  July 26, 1935 – December 31, 2018
year career in the auction business.

In 1961, Frank married Maureen Harrie. In 
1964, Frank was elected as Alderman for 
the Langley municipality. He did not seek 
re-election in 1971 as he and a group of 
partners decided to form Fraser Valley 
Auctions, a company he and Maureen 
managed until 1983. While operating his 
business, Frank served as a Director of the 
Aldergrove Credit Union and Otter Co-op. 
He also volunteered his services with 4-H 
and other local service clubs.

Frank was often called upon to be 
auctioneer at community events, 
fundraisers and the PNE. In 1981, 
Frank decided to do what he called his 
“retirement years,” operating Shuster 
Valley Farms, his dairy farm in the North 
Okanagan. At the same time, Frank served 
as a director of the Kamloops Okanagan 
Dairymen’s Association and of the North 
Okanagan Holstein Club. He sold his dairy 
farm in 2001, moving back to Langley to 

care for his ailing sister. In 2006, Frank 
and Maureen retired to their home in 
Kelowna, where he resided until passing 
away suddenly on December 31, 2018.

During this retirement phase, Frank kept 
busy, returning to one of his early passions 
- gardening and became known as the 
local master gardener, often donating 
produce to local shelters, neighbours and 
friends. He also spent a great deal of time 
assisting his sons with their farms and 
spending time with his grandchildren.

He is sadly missed by his wife of 57 1/2 
years, Maureen, son Robert (Susan) who 
operates a dairy farm (Destiny Acres) in 
the Shuswap, son Frank Jr. (Heidi) who 
operates Greendale Heritage Farm, and 
son Gordon who works in post-secondary 
education; grandchildren Jesse, Elisha 
(Clay), Jordan (Wyatt), Lyndon, Forrest, 
Shelby, Layne, Peyton, Justin (passed in 
2006) and great-grandchildren Ava and 
Jace. 

Jacob Friesen was born in Boissevain, 
Manitoba on May 11, 1932 to John and 
Elizabeth Friesen. The Friesen family 
moved to Abbotsford in 1936. This is 
where Jake attended South Poplar 
Elementary school until Grade 8 but had to 
discontinue his formal education to help 
on the family farm. Later, with the help 
of his father, he purchased a flock of his 
own laying hens, beginning his life-long 
commitment to the poultry industry. With 
the family’s hard-working reputation, an 
opportunity presented itself to Jake to 
partner in a feed company. Jake accepted 
the position, later to become the General 
Manager on February 18, 1956 with 
Clearbrook Grain & Milling, a position he 
held until his passing.

Jake married his ‘Lovie,’ Erna, and raised 
their five children together on a layer 
farm on Clearbrook Road. With the farm, 
endless committees and countless Boards 
and roles in the church, MEI School, 
and in the community, Jake knew hard 
work. Jake’s business savvy, fluency and 
expression of the English language and 
his sharp memory were real gifts. There 
weren’t many numbers or dates that Jake 

did not remember and there were few 
negotiations that he did not successfully 
make. He was tough yet fair, witty and 
wise, dignified and humble. Another 
true gift of his was his passion for music 
and his ability to sing. He participated 
in a quartet and later octet, singing for 
numerous church venues in the local 
community, sharing the gospel. In these 
latter years, even after Erna’s passing, 
Jake attended many musical concerts 
and performances. Jake’s dedication and 
devotion to his spiritual roots was evident 
in his marriage, in the community and in 
his work life.

Jake is predeceased by his ‘Lovie,’ Erna, 
his parents John and Elizabeth Friesen, 
brothers Peter and Henry and sister Anne. 
Jake is survived by his five loving children, 
Richard (daughter-in-law Dorothy), 
Marlene (son-in law Douglas), Marvin 
(daughter-in-law Anja, grandchildren 
Alexander, Alyssa and Jolina), Randy 
(daughter-in-law Jill, grandchildren 
Jeremy and Samantha), and Melinda.

A memorial service was held on February 
19th at South Abbotsford Church.

itself through autism, 
developmental disabilities 
and epilepsy. Although 
faced with limitations and 
obstacles, Fenton surpassed 
all expectations through 
a variety of therapies and 
interventions.

He was intrigued with the 
world and was not content to 
let life pass him by. He asked 
countless questions and took 
part in numerous activities. 
Fenton loved the busyness 
of the farm and during 
planting or harvest he would 
have to watch all the action 
sometimes from a lawn chair 
in the yard.

Fenton had a beautiful faith 
in Jesus. When Fenton was 
eight years old, he became 
a Christian. He would pray, 
sing and loved participating 
in Sunday School and VBS. 
He will be remembered for his 
great sense of humour, his 
contagious laughter, and an 
aura of joy that would light up 
a room.

Fenton is survived by his 
parents, James and Angela, brothers, 
Owen and Quintin; grandparents Richard 
and Judy Bosma of Vedderlea Farms, 
David and Judy Young of Grande Prairie, 
AB, and Lloyd Rose of Magrath, AB; 
uncles and aunts Mark (Amanda) Bosma, 

Thomas (Selena) Bosma, 
Zachary Bosma, Terry 

(Ginger) Rose, Iona 
(Rod) Parsons and 

cousins Danika, 
Lucas, Clayton, 

Ezra, Bentley, 
and Isaac.
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Farms most likely to be successful with 
selective dry cow therapy are those with 
good udder hygiene and low bulk tank 
somatic cell counts already in place.

Teat prep when using 
sealants is key
Another factor that has enabled the 
use of selective dry-cow therapy is the 
development and availability of both 
internal and external teat sealants, which 
help prevent new infections post-calving. 
However, it is important to note that 
proper teat prep and hygiene is critical 
when using internal teat sealants without 
antibiotics at dry-off, as the introduction 
of bacteria into the teat canal is possible.

Selective Dry Cow Therapy:
A Possible Win-Win Scenario for the Dairy Industry

Vet Focus

By Elad Ben-Ezra, DVM-MBA, 
Greenbelt Veterinary Services

Few dairy management practices have 
had the uptake and staying power of 
the “five-point mastitis control plan.” 
Developed in the 1960s by the National 
Institute for Research into Dairying in the 
UK, its use in the decades since has been 
widely credited with improving udder 
health and milk quality.

1 Treat and record all clinical 
cases of mastitis

2 Post-milking teat disinfection

3 Dry cow therapy

4 Cull chronic mastitis cows

5 Perform regular milking 
machine maintenance

However, with recent concerns 
about prudent use of antibiotics 
and antimicrobial resistance, some 
researchers and dairy producers are 
starting to re-examine and update a major 
point of the plan – dry cow therapy.

What is blanket 
dry cow therapy?
One of the major innovations of the 
5-point plan, blanket dry cow therapy is 
the treatment of every quarter of every 
cow with antimicrobials at dry-off. This 

practice is done to both cure existing 
udder infections at dry-off and prevent 
new infections at the start of the next 
lactation. However, as udder health 
has improved on dairy farms and the 
prevalence of contagious pathogens has 
declined, the number of cows in need 
of treatment at dry-off due to infection 
has dropped dramatically in the last few 
decades. In fact, recent studies have 
shown that up to 95% of quarters tested 
at dry-off are free from infection. This has 
led some to question if improving udder 
health presents an opportunity to reduce 
the amount of antibiotics used, as well as 
save producers money by being selective 
about which cows to treat with dry-cow 
therapy.

What is selective 
dry cow therapy?
Selective dry cow therapy is simply any 
scenario where some cows are not treated 
with intramammary antibiotics at dry-off. 
The idea behind selective dry cow therapy 
is that cows should only need treatment if 
they have mastitis at dry-off or are likely 
going to acquire an infection during the 
dry period. Whether it’s a few cows or 
almost the entire herd, the number of 
cows that receive dry cow therapy will 
depend on several factors that vary with 
the producer’s risk-tolerance.

How are cows identified for 
selective dry cow therapy?
Cows are generally grouped into “low-risk” 

and “high-risk” groups, with only the high-
risk group getting treated with antibiotics 
at dry-off. While the specific criteria will 

vary depending on the conditions of the 
herd, the following chart shows a general 
outline of how cows can be classified.

Please note these are examples of criteria and not specific recommendations

What does current 
research show?
Recent research published in the Journal 
of Dairy Science by Dr. Daryl Nydam and 
colleagues from Cornell University has 
shown that selective dry cow therapy 
can provide an economic benefit to dairy 
producers while reducing antimicrobial 
use by 60% without affecting milk 
production or causing any increased 
risk of mastitis. While further studies 
are being conducted, the scenario of 
increasing profits, reducing antibiotic use 
and maintaining the health and production 
of dairy cows is surely advantageous for 
the dairy industry. 

 Low Risk High Risk

 No clinical mastitis in current lactation 1 or more cases of clinical mastitis

 Average somatic cell count below 100  - 200k Average somatic cell count below 100  - 200k 
 cells/ml cells/ml

 Last test somatic cell count below 100  - 200k Last test somatic cell count below 100  - 200k 
 cells/ml cells/ml

 Projected dry period between 51 and 100 days Projected dry period below 51 days or above 
  100 days

 Milk culture – no bacteria Milk culture – significant bacteria



SPRING 2019  •  BC HOLSTEIN NEWS      53

You Read It – 
So Do Others!

Only $137/issue 
Email: tars@holsteinnews.com

Advertise Here…

Gordon Borne
604-302-2988 1-877-476-6846
www.groovingord.com gord@groovingord.com

Concrete Safety Surfacing
Alley Scraper Groove 
Grooving

We do the work for you! Agri-jobs.ca
Our business is helping your business GROW, since 1974
Connecting Dairy Employers with the right Dairy Employee!
Contact us to find out how we can fill your dairy position:

Looking for HELP 
on your DAIRY?

www.agri-jobs.ca  |  Phone: 604-823-6222   |  Email: info@agri-jobs.ca

BC’s First and Only 
Real Estate Office Committed 

100% to Agriculture
Phone: 604-852-1180

b c f a r m a n d r a n c h . c o m

Bill Awmack, P.Ag
Toll Free: 1.888.770.7333
Tel: 604.574.7333
Fax: 604.574.7331
Email: bill@qualityseedswest.ca
Web: www.qualityseedswest.ca

Working 
for you to 
source ALL 
your dairy 
ALFALFA, 
HAYS and 
STRAW

bcstrawdustsales.com

Director CFGA  BC
Director BCFC  Fraser Valley

Call/Text Garth 778-808-9920
office@bcstrawdustsales.com

With short feed straw, ready to use. 
Visit our website at www.bcstrawdustsales.com

Issue / Theme Deadline Print-ready ads In the mail

Summer 2019 May 17 May 24 June 18

Fall 2019 August 30 September 6 October 1

Call now to discuss your 
advertising needs.

Tars Cheema: 
Phone: 250-216-7417 
tars@holsteinnews.com

Lynn Mazza: 
Phone: (604) 535-9693 
Fax: (604) 648-9694 
Email: lynn@holsteinnews.com

www.holsteinnews.com

To Advertise Here 
Email: tars@holsteinnews.com

We Carry  
Top Varieties!
Ensure Success!
Seed the Best!

• Top Performing Hay, 
Pasture & Alfalfa Seed

• Legumes
• Grains
• Custom Blends and More!

1-403-399-6409  |  Peter.Frei@aAaWeeks.com  |  www.aAaWeeks.com

s Culling too many young cows because of poor udders, 
production, fertility, lameness, high cell counts, 
temperament or calving problems?

s Seeing your cows becoming increasingly frail 
and less functional?

aAa Animal Analysis can help you:
s Identify the cause of your cows problems
s Determine what the bulls you select must 

bring to breed a more balanced and 
functional herd.

PETER FREI - ANALYZER

Look who’s 
standing 
at your gate!

Air 
Conditioning 
Troubles?

We Come 
To You!

Air Conditioning 
Repairs For Farm 
Equipment

Air Conditioning 
ON SITE • For On & 
Off Road Equipment

6 0 4  9 1 6 - 6 2 2 4

Summer Issue
Deadline May 17th

mailto:tars@holsteinnews.com
http://www.groovingord.com
mailto:gord@groovingord.com
http://Agri-jobs.ca
http://www.agri-jobs.ca
mailto:info@agri-jobs.ca
http://P.Ag
mailto:bill@qualityseedswest.ca
http://www.qualityseedswest.ca
mailto:tars@holsteinnews.com
mailto:Peter.Frei@aAaWeeks.com
http://www.aAaWeeks.com


54      BC HOLSTEIN NEWS  •  SPRING 2019

The Best Practices for Great Silage
By Kaitlyn Gisler

Dr. Keith Bolsen, Professor Emeritus in 
Cattle Nutrition and Forage Management 
at Kansas State University made his first 
silage on June 6, 1972, and he made it 
wrong.

His moisture content was too high.

“Good silage is no accident. It requires 
sound management and attention to 
detail,” stressed Dr. Bolsen to attendees at 
the Dairy Expo Seminar, during the Pacific 
Agriculture Show held in Abbotsford. 
Forty-eight years of making silage, thirty-
two years teaching and researching at 
Kansas State University and the moniker 
‘Silageman’ suggests that Dr. Bolsen has 
learned a thing or two since the moisture 
mishap of ‘72. “There is an inverse 
relationship between density and shrink 
loss,” he said, “The good news is anything 
we do to achieve a high dry matter density 
per cubic meter is going to reduce 
dry matter loss.” Dr. Bolsen noted that 
numerous online resources are available 

to help producers’ crunch numbers via 
the Team Forage website, an extension 
of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
The Silage Pile Density Calculator is 
downloadable on the site at fyi.extension.
wisc.edu/forage/harvest/ and assists 
producers to determine the average 
density of their silage piles and how to 
increase their dry matter (DM) recovery.

The greatest influence on the density of a 
stack is the packing. It’s vital to keep the 
forage push-up and packing paced to the 
delivery rate while maintaining uniform 
pack layers of 12 to 18 inches throughout 
the harvest. “You achieve higher density by 
dropping the delivery rate,” observed Dr. 
Bolsen, “but that isn’t going to happen if I am 
working with a custom chopper.” Packing 
needs to continue for the entire filling of 
the bunker. Weight should be added to 
tractors and multiple tractors should be 
considered for pushing and packing if the 
silage is coming into the bunker or pile 
fast and furious. “You can only get air out 
of a twelve to fourteen-inch layer,” said Dr. 

Bolsen, “It’s a waste of time and diesel fuel 
to pack for a longer time at the end of the 
day. Pack each layer as you go.”

Lactic acid bacterial inoculants 
encourage a more efficient conversion of 
fermentable carbohydrates to lactic acid 
and are considered part of a well-managed 
silage program. “There are no Olympics for 
lactic acid bacteria. They ferment where 
we put them on the forage, and I like the 
application to be at the chopper.” Dr. 
Bolsen cited the numerous benefits of an 
inoculant during the fermentation stage. 
An inoculant maximizes the production 
of lactic acid, acetic acid and ethanol 
while minimizing the production of NH3-
nitrogen. The preservation of the protein 
in ensiled forage is improved while the risk 
of butyric acid and heat production from 
too much moisture is reduced. During the 
feed-out phase an inoculant containing 
Lactobacillus buchneri increases aerobic 
stability, can increase DM recovery and 
have positive effects on DM intake, weight 
gain and milk production.

“Sealing the bunker – after packing density 
– is the second most important thing we 
do and we’ve got a long way to go in the 
Fraser Valley,” commented Dr. Bolsen. 
“But I see it as an opportunity to cut two 
to four percentage points of shrink off.” He 
presented studies that showed standard 
plastic decreasing silage loss to 3.8 
percent of the original ensiled crop with 
oxygen barrier film decreasing the loss to 
2.3 percent, compared to the 9.21 percent 
surface spoilage loss with an unsealed 
bunker.

Sealing the forage surface as soon 
as possible once filling is finished is 
invaluable. The use of uniform weight 
– such as pea gravel bags – should be 
placed on top of the bunker sheets and 
doubled where plastic or film overlaps. 
Also, regular inspection of the sealing 
materials is a must to make any necessary 
repairs. “Oxygen is the enemy,” advised 
Dr. Bolsen, “if we can keep air and water 
away from silage, we can keep it until the 
next millennium.”

No Such Thing as Safe Silage
Five bunker silo fires ignited in Fraser 
Valley dairies this past fall and in some 
cases, caused more damage beyond 
their bunker silo.

“Accidents change lives and families 
forever,” said Dr. Keith Bolsen at the BC 
Dairy Expo in Abbotsford. “A split second 
can cause a fatal accident, and nothing 
will ever be the same again.” Dr. Bolsen 
is Professor Emeritus in Animal Sciences 
and Industry at Kansas State University 
(KSU) where he taught Cattle Nutrition 
and Silage Technology for over three 
decades. Now, he’s also Director of the 
Keith Bolsen Silage Safety Foundation. 

“Safety is our number one global 
problem,” observed Dr. Bolsen, “and 
we’ve all had a near miss in our silage 
program.” Dr. Bolsen’s not-so-near miss 
resulted in the loss of four finger tips 
against the blade of a plugged blower 
when making silage with his students at 
KSU. He presented a safety refresher to 
attendees and noted seven key hazards 
that each and every farm faces.

Complacency and fatigue can be cured 
with a good night’s sleep, periodic breaks, 
rotating work shifts, nutritious meals and 
snacks throughout the day and staying 
hydrated. Children, pets and uninformed 

bystanders should be kept away from 
silage making and feeding activities at 
all times. Tractor rollovers account for 
50% of the 250 tractor-related fatalities 
reported annually in the United States. 
Rollover protective structures, and 
wearing a seatbelt, can secure operators 
from being thrown from the tractor and 
possibly crushed. Never fill a bunker 
silo higher than the walls; sight rails and 
lighting should be used on above-ground 
walls to notify the operator of where 
the walls are. Keep a minimum slope of 
1:3 (1 meter vertical for every 3 meters 
horizontal) and add weights to your 
tractor to increase stability.

Wear high visibility safety vests at all 
times and never walk behind or in front 
of stopped machinery without making 
eye contact with the operator first. 
Keep all non-workers and children 
away from traffic areas. Have 3-points 
contact and face towards equipment 
when climbing up or down. Use reverse 
alarms or cameras when operating over-
sized machinery and make sure your 
operators stay in their trucks or tractors 
when waiting to unload at the bunker or 
pile. If the operator needs to exit, they 
should radio or call other operators and 
notify them of their intention. Machine 
guards and shields are in place to protect 

VAN DER WAL EQUIPMENT (1989) LTD.

We’ve got a 
full line  of mowers, 

balers, tractors of all kinds!
Don’t forget our extensive parts and fully equipped 

shop for those unexpected, urgent repairs.

604-463-3681
We are here for you –  

new or used equipment, parts or repairs.

23390 River Road, 
Maple Ridge, BC V2W 1W1 
Phone 604/463-3681    Fax 604/463-3495

Honest Sales and Service to the Dairy Community for 30 Years!

READY – SET – MOW!!

http://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/harvest/
http://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/harvest/
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BE T TER FERTILIT Y
on heifers and cows*

*Based on 150,000 sexed semen breedings in first and second service, including more than 50,000 Sexcel® breedings.

absglobal.com/ca
1.888.STJ.STUD or 1.888.785.7883

Specializing inAgricultural Construction& Concrete Work

When Quality MattersSteve Lindhout  604-991-3781 
agrilineconstruction@gmail.com

New Construction  \ Renovations

Valid Manufacturing Ltd., based in Salmon 
Arm, is prototyping a centrifuge that’s 
made for BC farmers. After extensive 
design, engineering and agricultural 
industry partnerships, farmers should be 
able to place an order for a centrifuge of 
their own this fall.

“Everything we do is demand driven,” said 
Chad Shipmaker, corporate development 
lead for Valid, speaking to attendees at the 
BC Dairy Expo. “We looked at the market 
and centrifuges that were available were 
not a reasonable figure for BC dairies.” 
Shipmaker commented on the ‘uniquely 
small farms’ that populate British Columbia 
and announced that their centrifuge 
will meet 95% of the dairy farms in the 
province with 200 cows or less. Their 
design can process 5-10 gallons per 
minute. Centrifuges function under the 
principle of separation via buoyancy, using 
gravitational force. A rotating cylinder 
creates a centripetal force that causes 
components of higher density to settle to 
the bottom and less dense components 
remain at the top of the mixture. Valid’s 
decanter centrifuge operates in the same 
method but at higher accelerated speed 
– 4700 RPM – increasing the gravitational 
force and accelerating the settling process.

The anticipated cost for Valid’s centrifuge 
is $100,000. This price tag doesn’t 
include any pre- or post processing 
equipment or updates to current farm 
systems. “There will be other expenses 
depending on the farm,” said Shipmaker, 
“The centrifuge is one part of the manure 
management program. There is a larger 
overall investment and more importantly, 
a management change for dairy farmers.” 
Valid’s design is not made for sand-bedded 
barns because of increased wear, but that 
is an angle they hope to address in the 
future. Flocculants, which can contribute 
to 90% nutrient removal, cannot be used 
with their design. The cost of flocculants 
and engineering expense to accommodate 
them was not part of this prototype.

“[Our centrifuge] has fifty to sixty percent 
nutrient removal,” said Shipmaker, “and 
we have been advised that when coupled 
with a nutrient management plan, this 
should be adequate for the majority of 
farms in BC.” Research for this centrifuge 
began in August. The first BC ‘right-sized’ 
prototype was scheduled to be on their 
shop floor in March, with Fraser Valley field 
tests planned this summer. Afterwards, 
they will dismantle their handiwork and 
inspect every inch of their design. If their 
centrifuge withstands the field tests, then 
they will take orders.

“We hope this is a first step for a BC 
manufacturing company meeting the needs 
of BC agriculture in dairy and beyond,” stated 
Shipmaker, adding that anyone travelling 

Centrifuge Made to Manage 
BC Manure

through Salmon Arm is encouraged to stop 
by for a tour of their facility. 

operators from entanglement. When 
inspecting or working on equipment, 
shut down the engine, remove and 
pocket the keys every time.

Dr. Bolsen recommends installing guard 
rails around above-ground bunker walls 
to prevent potentially fatal falls. When 
removing stack covers or weights, be 
careful. Do not wear slick-soled shoes 
and never stand too close to the edge 
of the feed-out face. Feed-out faces 
are unstable and avalanches or falling 
weight – such as bales – can be a silent, 
sudden killer. Never stand closer to 
the feed-out face than three times 
its height. Suffocation is a primary 
concern when dealing with avalanches 
and having someone aware of your 
location on the farm is important.

Another silent killer is exposure to 
silage gases. Gases are produced on 
the first day and up to three weeks from 

ensiling. Silage gases can be fatal to 
animals and humans. Yellowish-brown-
orange coloured fumes or bleach-like 
odours are signs of deadly silage gas. 
The safest option is to stay away from 
stored silage for three weeks after 
filling and post warning signs near 
stacks, piles or silos. If you must enter 
a silo, ventilate it by running the forage 
blower for 30 minutes with the door 
closest to the top of the silo also open.

Every farm and silage contractor should 
have safety guidelines, policies and 
procedures for their silage programs. 
Safety starts with you. Use the Keith 
Bolsen Silage Safety Foundation at 
www.silagesafety.org for free training 
materials, videos and more to develop 
a proper plan for your farm. “The most 
important goal of every silage program 
is to send all employees home to their 
families safe at the end of the day,” 
concluded Dr. Bolsen.

mailto:agrilineconstruction@gmail.com
http://www.silagesafety.org
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(photo 1)

An FCC supported Family Zone gave an opportunity for photos on a 1950 
Massey Harris Pony.

(photo 4 – can be deleted if there’s not enough room)

Need a drink? Refreshments were on hand. 

(photo 3)

Kubota Orange was well represented in the dining tent.

(photo 2)

After a month of snow, Avenue Machinery celebrated the breaking of 
spring with blue skies!

Matt De Jong 
Cell: 604-854-0668

Derek Bailey 
Cell: 604-302-9407

agsolutions@telus.net

Box 67, Matsqui Stn, 
Abbotsford, BC, V4X 3R2

AGSolutions Field and Farm Services

• Ekotuning your tractor can 
generate more horses to 
handle bigger equipment

• Reprogramming your power 
setting yields a safe 10-20% 
increase in horsepower!

• Extends your tractor’s capacity
• Will not push tractor beyond its limit
• Delay tractor replacement
• Emissions Solutions Available
• Complete custom field services

Ready for 
Spring?

A Hot Lunch on a Cool Day 
is the Avenue to 

Customer Appreciation!
Avenue Machinery 

Customer Appreciation
The last snowfall ended just the day 
before Avenue Machinery flashed up the 
massive BBQ for their Annual Customer 
Appreciation Days on March 9 and 10! 
Sunshine and cool temperatures greeted 
the guests which numbered about 300 
each day. This annual celebration was 
further supported by FCC and Kubota 
Canada.

While their mechanics continued to take 
care of customer repairs, the rest of 
the 50 staff were on hand serving chili, 
preparing the more than 800 burgers, 

and nearly 300 hot dogs (thanks to BBQ 
Masters - Mark and Markus!) Some staff 
assisted in the FCC Family zone with face-
painting, and a variety of family-focused 
activities.

“This was a true Customer Appreciation 
event for us – we value giving our farmers 
this opportunity to socialize and enjoy 
time to visit and swap stories,” shares 
Chris Britten, Avenue’s Operations 
Manager. “It was pretty relaxed, except 
between 11 and 1 when it was chaos 
serving up lunch,” laughs Chris. 

mailto:agsolutions@telus.net


Abbotsford
31260 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC  V2T 6L5

Kamloops
585 Cree Road
Kamloops, BC  V2H 1H9

Nanaimo
2140 School House Rd.
Nanaimo, BC  V9X 1T4

Victoria
827 Station Ave.
Victoria, BC  V9B 2S2

1.888.713.GRIT
www.WESTERRAEQUIPMENT.com

Authorized Bobcat Dealers

RELIABLE
JOBS LIKE THIS
REQUIRE THE
ULTIMATE FARMHAND.

You’ve got a tough job. At Westerra Equipment, we have a wide 
range of Bobcat® equipment that is tough enough to take it on. 
The performance and comfort features of the M2-Series loaders 
along with the most productive attachments in the industry help you 

manage the work that has to get done, day in and day out.

CALL US FOR A DEMO TODAY!
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www.avenuemachinery.ca

GIVE YOURSELF T H E

A V E N U E

UP TO
$20,000 OFF

Heavy on the ground. Light on the wallet.



EVENTUALLY
WE ALL GROW UP. HOW WELL? THAT’S UP TO YOU.

GroberNutrition.com | 1.800.265.7863 |

Growing up can be difficult. But when you make the right investments for your 
farm, challenges can turn into opportunity. 

Opportunity for exceptional growth, improved health and a bright future. Our 
premium milk replacer and colostrum products promise these returns and more. 
We offer premium quality, balanced nutrition and hands-on product research. 

Your young animal specialist blending the art and science of young animal nutrition. 
Proudly Canadian made. 

To find out how 
Grober Nutrition milk replacer 
can benefit your farm, contact

Gerry DeGroot 604.819.4139 
Jelle Vogels 604.997.0059




